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On a stormy afternoon, Peru State College Homecoming Game was a loss to Baker University, 14 - 41.  Autumn Butterfly on a Summer Flower
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alloween Is A Holiday Of Mystery And Intrigue

Dorothy Rieke, Julian

Halloween is a festival that takes place on October 31. This
long-time celebration began in Europe years ago where cer-
tain practices during fall months became traditions. These
traditions were brought to to America by immigrants.

European celebrations were quite different because they were
usually celebrating different events. In America, Halloween practices
are somewhat the same. Children wear costumes and masks, trick-
or-treat neighbors, and display jack-o’-lanterns. Most decorations
are similar as they are what stores sell.

A rapidly growing trend is decorating homes and premises with
pumpkins, scary appearing witches and ghosts, and displaying tiny
jack-o’-lantern or ghost - shaped lights.

For children, Halloween is often a scary time with their imagina-
tions “working overtime.” They imagine witches accompanied by
black cats riding their broomsticks through dark cloudy skies, nearly
transparent ghosts hovering over the landscape, and strange glowing
lights, groans, and unearthly whispers coming from remote haunted
houses.

Halloween originated from a combination of legends from Eu-
ropean countries. An Irish legend 1s about Jack who could not enter
heaven because he was a miser. Nor could he enter hell because he
made jokes about the devil. As a result, Jack continues to walk the
world with his lantern. This undoubtedly was how Jack-o’-lanterns
were named.

American children wearing masks and costumes”trick or treat”
neighbors. Because neighbors want to avoid tricks, they give these
children pennies, candy, or fruit.

Early jack-o’-lanterns in Europe were hollowed out beets, po-
tatoes, and turnips. Most of these were lighted with a candle. When
this custom reached America, pumpkins seemed ideal for jack-o0’-
lanterns.

Early fortunetelling took place in Europe as part of celebrations.
For example, a coin, a ring, and a thimble were baked in a cake. The
person who retrieved the coin was soon to be wealthy, the one who
found the ring was soon to be married, but the one who discovered
the thimble was never to marry.

New ways to celebrate Halloween have developed recently in the
United States. Because neighbors are often unknown in large cities,
trick-or-treating has become less popular. Instead, family parties or
community celebrations with costume parades, dances, skits and
bonfires have become the trend.

Halloween has been celebrated for many years. It is not a holi-
day based on historical figures or events. However, its activities,
that often intrigue and mystify, represent a fun time for youngsters.
It also represents a learning experience as children learn to follow
rules, observe safety regulations, exhibit politeness, share, and make
decisions.




AUTOMOTIVE

814 Central Avenue Auburn, Nebraska 68305

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR - ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2069 Chevy Traverse LTZ
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2006 Cadillac SRX AWD Loaded!

$5300
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2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4

2011 Ford Ranger XLT
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$2800

2006 Ford XL Super Duty F-250

Heavy Engine Repair
Transmission Repair
Alignments
Exhaust Repair
Brake Work

1998 Dodge Ram 1500 4x4 V8 Magnum

Call 402-274-2277

Visit www.BetterwayAutomotive.com

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE
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Johnson County Central Thunderbirds

Your Relatives and Friends
might appreciate this magazine online.
Just send them this address:
yourcountryneighbor.com
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Cod

Pharmacy

'~ MEDICARE PARTD
2020 OPEN ENROLLMENT

October 15 to December 7

Want a Review?
Need to Change Insurance?
Confused?
Stop in and visit with Cody.

USAVE is your Local Option
for Medicare Part D

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-Noon

www.codysusave.com
Like Us on Facebook @codysusavepharmacy

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394
2220 J Street * Auburn, Nebraska 68305

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460 @

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS

This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.

7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment  Utilities Included
+ Affordable quality living
* Rent based on income
+ Applications will be placed on waiting lists
* No pets
» Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460
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October Wine-Tasting Hours:
| Wed & Thu 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
| Fri & Sat 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

New Frontenac Blanc!
A Semi-Sweet White Wine

Whiskey Run Creek Winery osilable Now!
valiabplie NOwW.

Try Our Distillery’s New Coconut Rum

Or our Vodka mixed-drinks in the Barn or on the Deck.

Join Us October 12th & 13th during
OLD TIME AUTUMN Weekend

See page 9 for listing of events.

Join us in a special wine-tasting experience!

402-825-4601 702 Main Street

www.whiskeyruncreek.com Brownville, Nebraska 68321

For Sale' $29OO OO

1999 Chevy Blazer 4.3L, 4WD, power windows, locks.
202,000 mostly easy highway miles while delivering

“Your Country Neighbor” papers around Southeast Nebraska.

Fog lights, CD player, cassette player, am/fm radio.
Indigo Blue color, luggage “rack”, upgraded wheels.
Back seats fold down for extra cargo space.

Flatwater Folk Art Museum

Open Most Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays 1:00 to 4:00 P.M.
609 Main Street, Brownville, NE 68321
402-825-4371

- An art collection of vernacular expressions and cre-
ations reflecting the human spirit and the passion of
common folk celebrating the diverse and universal
traditions of life’s experiences, ceremony and rituals...

Appomtments for Groups & Tours Welcomed
Please call for information: 402-825-4371
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This is one of a very few groupings of this sunflower variety still blooming along
H-67 as of the last week in September. In October, watch for Milkweed pod-bursts.

6 October 2019

Your Country Neighbor

"This A
Watch Out For
Trick-or-Treaters

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

All Makes & Models

» Collision Work * Body Work
 Frame Repair - Welding
* Glass Installation

P e

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday

u402) 274-3614 2000 N St., Auburn, Nebrasky

LAW OFFICES OF
FANKHAUSER, NELSEN,
WERTS, ZISKEY & MERWIN, P.C.

Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska

Auburn 1901 N Street 402.274.2444
Humboldt 713 4th Street 402.862.2321

Nebraska City 620 Central Avenue 402.873.3715

&% StateFarm

Blayne Behrends
Agent
website: blaynebehrends.com

1400 Courthouse Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305
Bus 402.274.5121 Fax 402.274.5171

Here to help life go right.”




THE HAUNTING

Down behind the barn,

beside the chicken house,

is a secluded corner.

There are beings there,

who are waiting to be

born as faces for the

spooky night they’ve

heard about from the

owls and the bats who

live in the barn. It all

sounds like a great big

lie, but then owls are

wise and they most

likely wouldn’t fib. So

the pumpkin people

get fatter and fatter as

they wait for their turn

to be scary. Of course,

the owl knows that only

a pumpkin can be spooked

by another pumpkin.

But it will be fun to watch

the haunting of the night.

On a perfect golden

afternoon in the pumpkin

patch, when napping

was the only item on the
agenda, a horrendous

scream pierced the silence,

as Farmer Frank stabbed

the side of the biggest

coward of them all, Patrick
Pumpkin, with a butcher

knife. It was a silent

scream though, because

plants speak in words only

they can hear. Without a

single drop of blood, the

farmer carved a frightening

face into the huge orange

ball. He dug out the meat

of the pumpkin and saved

it for his wife to make a pie.
Then he went on to the next
victim on the vine. By evening
there were ten totally hollowed
out bodies, with mean and nasty
faces. Mrs. Farmer Frank helped
to set them out along the walk to
the front door of the farm house.
As total dark fell like a black curtain,
she set a big candle inside each
face, and when she lit them, they
looked at each other and screamed
and screamed, but the night was
quiet as a tomb, with only the owl,
Charlie, speaking in hoots and
cackles, as only owls can.
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COUNTRY WILD

She’s a country girl,
with long blond hair,
twisted into braids,
strolling barefoot
through the grass
beside the pond.

She has bug bites

on her arms and
scratches on her

legs, and purple lips
from eating berries
hiding in the weeds
beside the path. Her
pony follows close
behind, hoping that
she’ll share some more
with him, because he
hates to fight those
prickly stems and bees
who like to sting. When
they come back in the
yard, Mom is there to
pat the pony, as she
smiles at all the freckles
sprinkled on the nose
of her wild country child.
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MARES’ TAILS

High above the rolling plains
are wispy fragments floating
freely in the silky satin of the
sky. A legend says that they
are the last remaining traces
of a herd of spirit horses who
were seen dancing with the
moon, and racing with the sun.
But one day they caught the
sun and melted in the heat,
except for their fancy feathered
tails, which flew away to the
clouds. Now, there they are,
waving in currents of air, far
above the other clouds, their
long, flowing hair rippling like
flags following a war. They
seem to say, “Don’t forget that
we were beautiful and wild and
free before we ran so fast that
we disappeared.”

PENCIL PORTRAITS OF
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, & BUILDINGS
Portraits drawn from your photographs.

8x10 (matsize) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00

Phone: 402-209-9377
'Web Site: BuckSkinz.com

OR

Send to: Devon Adams,
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421

buckskinz@windstream.net

ALL THE GOLD

Your eyes don’t know

the difference between
golden objects. It is the
brain that sees value in

a heavy coin, but it is

your mind that tells you
that the pile of leaves,
raked from beneath a
magic maple tree, make

a day in autumn a treasured
memory to be saved and
stored like money in a bank.
It is the momentary insights
and pleasures that give

life it’s highlights and rewards.

To rush through all your
days, without pausing now
and then, is to throw away
the times that will never
come again. You can’t
paste a day back on the
calendar, or jump into a
photograph that was taken
long ago. But you can
stop to notice and to

savor seconds that are
gone as fast as they came.

October 2019

BIG EYES

He was a very small boy,
and it was a very big,

dark staircase inside

an old, old house. The

front porch had dry,

rattling vines creeping
through the gingerbread
trim that had long ago

lost all it’s paint. The
floorboards creaked and
squeaked under the feet

of the little family with the
little boy. Mom and Dad
knocked on the door and

an old witch opened it.

She was bent over, and
wore a long black coat

and a black hat. But she
was smiling and held out

a basket filled with candy
for the boy. But instead of
grabbing greedily, he let

out a giant screech and
turned to run away. As his
father caught him, the witch
took off her hat and turned
on the hall light. Then she
took apart the demons
sitting on the steps. As the
boy stared, he saw basket-
balls and volleyballs emerge
from underneath the frightful
masks and cloaks that they
had worn. His tears turned
to giggles as he grabbed a
big handful of Snickers, and
waved goodbye to the witch.

Your Country Neighbor 7




STUTHEIT IMPLEMENT COMPANY :
|- Stutheit

Implement Co.
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8 October 2019  Your Country Neighbor Harvest has begun in Southeast Nebraska. Photographed late September along H-67.




PRICE REDUCED!!

64814 711 Road, Verdon $238 000

This one has it ALL!!! Approx 1.57 +/- secluded acres, with a beautiful,
peaceful view! Home has 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths on main level
plus another legal bedroom, a non-conforming bedroom, and 3/4 bath
in lower walk-out level. Gorgeous, fully updated kitchen and master
suite. (Master update completed after sellers moved, so never used!)
Main floor also has formal dining room, beautiful sun room right off’
kitchen, perfect for casual dining, large living room and tons of storage,
and 2-car attached garage. Lower level has it’s own full kitchen, fam-
ily room, wet bar, TV room, and well oversized 2 car attached garage.
Exterior features include deck area, tiled patio, fire pit, and raised deck
for yard swing. Lots of mature landscaping and terrific windbreak.

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let
The American Dream
Real Estate Company
be your first choice.
| 402-274-4410 |
Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557
Carla Mason, Broker ....... 274-1817

merican
fDream

REAL FESTATE COMPAMNY

1014 N Street

2-bed, 1 bath,
and flooring, partial basement.
Currently used as rental property

1202 14th Street
2-bed, 1 1/2 bath, new roof, win-
dows, siding, 1-car attch. garage.

$68,000

$2o 000

living room, triple corner lot, full unfin.
basement,

1313 8th Street

6301 8 724 Road $109 900

$79,900
newer carpet 3 spacious bedrooms, 1.5 baths, HUGE One +/- acre South of Johnson. 3

bed, 2.5 bath, full bsmt. 2-car gar

2 car garage with loft

|| Thinking About Selling? :

Schedule a free

B8 [Pre-listing Evaluation

of your property.
402-274-4410

Call Us!

1008 P Street  $58,000
3-bed, 2-bath, nice liv room, finished base-
ment with large family room and large laundry.

Large fenced back yard, 1-car attached garage,

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

820 Central Avenue

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Auburn, Nebraska 68305

REALTOR

Low Income

Beautiful View

Carefree Living!

One Bedroom Apartment

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

\0ld Time Autumn, Brownville
October 12th & 13th

* Black Powder Display & Demonstrations
* Buggy & Trolley Rides

Saturday, October 12th, 2019

« Utilitie

| -___‘ * Building Security

s Paid

* Appliances Furnished
* Laundry Facility
* Assigned Parking -+ Activity Room & Librarv

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) + 1017 H Street « Auburn, NE

Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

(402) 274-4525

ING
onunmuln’

9:00 * Schoolhouse Art Gallery - buzz about bees
10:00  + Schoolhouse Art Gallery - making husk dolls
11:00-12:30  « Chicken Biscuit Lunch, Town Hall

1:00 * Ist Nebraska Volunteers Brass Band (circa 1861-62)
2:00-4:00  » Museums Open

Sunday, October 13th, 2019
1:00-4:00  » Museums Open

Special Village Theatre Performances, 11th, 12th, & 13th

For More Information go to
www.Brownvillehistoricalsociety.org

October 2019
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HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE - Hotpoint « Whirlpool « Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512 AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

PEGGY KUSER

Certified Public Accountant
Income Tax Services

(402) 274-5106
peggy.kuser@cpa.com

916 Central Avenue  Auburn, NE 68305

Mainstreet
BANK

themainstreet.bank

Cook Louisville Peru Syracuse Tecumseh Virginia Wymore
Member FDIC

Your Relatives and Friends
might appreciate this magazine online.
Just send them this address:
yourcountryneighbor.com
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife

Merri Johnson, Auburn

My thoughts are a bit scattered at the moment, but my column is due, so I’ll have to
cobble something together here and hope you find some tidbit in it worth your while
to read.

Hubby and I are feeling our age a little more these days. My hips get stiff if I sit for
more than an hour, my lower back is stiff nearly every morning, and I’ve been expe-
riencing an intermittent crick in my neck for a couple of months. For the most part,
those are only annoyances that improve with movement. Hubby is in charge of rack-
ing up the symptoms in the mental category: lack of concentration, short attention
span and memory loss. It should be noted that all three of those things can sometimes
be attributed to “selective hearing” if you get my drift. But not all the time.

Recently, we needed to make a list of both of our siblings’ full legal names. We each
have five siblings. Interestingly, we each have one brother and two older sisters and
two younger sisters.

Anyway, I could list my siblings’ full names with no trouble. Hubby remembered his
brother’s middle name because it is his father’s first name. And he recalled his two
younger sisters’ middle names because he used to call them by both names whenever
they annoyed him, which apparently was pretty often. But those two older sisters’
middle names didn’t come to mind automatically. He was pretty sure of his oldest
sister’s middle name — Clara — because it was his maternal grandmother’s name. But
the remaining sister’s middle name remained elusive. Was it Dora — his mother’s
middle name? That sounded right, but we had to be sure, so Hubby called his brother.

Hubby explained his dilemma. How bad is it that you don’t remember two of your
siblings’ full names? I could hear Bert’s chuckle all the way from Texas, even though
it wasn’t actually audible. He confirmed that Brad was right about Clara. And he
thought Dora sounded right, too. But Hubby wasn’t entirely convinced of it.

And again, we had to be sure. Do we have a document somewhere that would have
my sister’s middle name on it? Hubby wanted to know. He definitely did not want
to have to admit to her that he didn’t remember it. I responded that it would be a
lot faster just to call and ask her than to try to find it on some document in our pos-
session. I couldn’t even imagine what document we would have with her full name
on it. None of us are “full name” people when it comes to signing Christmas cards,
which was the closest thing to a “document” that I could think of.

So, he had to man up and call her. Guess what? Her middle name is Susan — an aunt’s
name on their mother’s side. Hubby’s middle name is that of an uncle on his father’s
side. I don’t know what happened with his two younger sisters. To my knowledge
their middle names are not family names. It’s not like there weren’t more aunts and
uncles or grandparents to pick from. Maybe by then Hubby’s parents decided they
had done their duty to family and just chose names that sounded nice together. That’s
pretty much how Hubby and I named our kids.

I’ve occasionally wondered if there really is anything to the theory that naming a
child for a beloved family member or for someone who is publicly revered can in-
spire that child to live a worthy life. On the other hand, what if Charles Manson was
named for his grandfather? I guess his grandfather has been rolling over in his grave
for a long time.

Continued on next page...>>>>>>
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“A stroll down this town’s Mansion Mile reveals treasures bold...
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...some mansions crumble and fall... ”
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Small Town Mansions
Janet Sobczyk, Omaha

© 2019

A weekend anniversary trip inspired this poem.
The time away was lovely, and museums entertained,
but the historic mansions captured my imagination.

I’m not a good traveler
bulging bags are a drag

long drives don’t appeal
crammed itineraries exhaust.

I prefer quick, nearby trips
a small town stay

two hours away...

perfect!

Quaint museums, small cafes,
renovated B&Bs with shady porches,
photo opps, historic stops

and quiet time to read are what I need.

A stroll down this town’s Mansion Mile
reveals treasures bold

where stories and glories unfold

and time travel seems possible.

Imagine living here in the 1800s

as rich folk with servants and gardeners
long dresses, hats, starched shirts, spats
horses and carriages on cobblestone streets.

Imagine living here now

as middle class folk with money woes
trying to maintain a money pit

in a town with a hard-hit economy.

The glorious chateau

sits next to a burned-out bungalow
that may get revived

or remain a dive.

Time ravages all

some mansions crumble and fall

others get rebuilt next to weeds and silt
a mismatched neighborhood.
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Window On Fifth Street

Stephen Hassler, Peru

There have been times when I read one or two books each week, and
there have been times when I journaled almost daily. Other times, like
lately, my life has been full and I do neither of the above very often.
“There is a time to every purpose under heaven.” It follows that there is
a time for reading and a time for putting down books. A time for writ-
ing and a time for laying down the pen.

“To every season there is a reason.” But I believe Autumn’s reason
might be overshadowed by “back to school” and football. I think there
is something more to Autumn. Today, through my window on Fifth
Street, ’'m viewing inward. I’'m looking at my ‘present’, rather than re-
flecting on my past and wondering if there is something more I should
be doing, a task in the shadows, waiting to pounce from the bushes as |
journey by on life’s path.

Lately my life has been good; photographing wildlife, football, and
volleyball, running 5K races, having coffee and conversation with
friends, streaming with Hulu and Netflix, so I’'m wondering; am I play-
ing hooky with life? Or is this what life is supposed to be? I do consider
that I’ve extended a helping hand now and then, and I recall people
telling me I’ve made a difference in their lives, so perhaps I am to just
continue on, meet what comes, and offer assistance when I can.

“...there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his works.”
Isn’t Autumn a time of rejoicing in the harvest? A time to reap, having
sown and labored? So in the Autumn of one’s life, it’s a good time to
rejoice in the fruits of a life led with good intentions. House and home,
gardens and grandchildren, friends and family.

I am particularly reflective after my high school reunions. My last was
this September. I like the opportunity to re-connect and share remem-
brances with old friends and other classmates, to be reminded of my
roots. I enjoy meeting old friends, but I am pleasantly surprised that I
am making new friends with classmates whom I never knew very well
while I was in high school. “There is a time for every purpose under
heaven.”

I suppose football has its place as well, and I won’t argue with school
not having its “time,” nor would I argue against there being “a time for
every purpose under heaven.” There is a time for leafing out and a time
for leaves to fall. And who doesn’t like Autumn leaves? It’s that time.
So live, love life, and have a wonderful Autumn experience!

12 October 2019 Your Country Neighbor

<<< Merri, continued from page 10.

I’'m not named for anyone. My middle name is the same as
one of my older cousins. But it’s spelled differently, so I'm
not sure that counts. I can ask my 93-year-old mom about
that. She herself was named for an aunt who died young
while serving as a missionary in China. Maybe mom got
some “extra” years to make up for her aunt’s short life. With
the same name, maybe someone made an error in the book of
life in mom’s favor. OK, probably not.

This pondering of names could go off in lots of direc-
tions...... the meaning of names, why names become popular,
made-up names........ you name it. But I think I’ve written
enough about names to use up my space in the paper this
month, so I'll sign off.

Happy October to you all. By the way, do you know how
October got its name? You’ll have to Google that on your
own.

Your Relatives and Friends
might appreciate this magazine online.
Just e-mail them this web address:

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

1 For everything there is a season, and a time for
every purpose under heaven: 2 a time to be born,
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck
up that which is planted; 3 a time to kill, and a time
to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build
up; 4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to
mourn, and a time to dance; 5 a time to cast away
stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time
to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep,
and a time to cast away; 7 a time to rend, and a time
to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8
a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and
a time for peace.

I found this biblical quote with Google,
(from the book of Ecclesiastes 3).
Yourbible version may vary somewhat from the above.
There are more verses in the chapter.




Peru State College
Homecoming Football -- September 28, 2019

WOST AFPORDARLE
DHLINE COLLTLTS

A blocked fieldgoal resulted in the first Bobcat touchdown. Second touchdown, but not enough to beat Baker University.
October 2019 Your Country Neighbor 13




Peru State College
Volleyball Tournament September 6 & 7

Besides Peru State, the other five teams
participating in the tournament were;

Mount Marty (S.D.),
Mayville State (N.D.),
Sterling (Kan.),
Briar Cliff (Iowa), and
Bethel (Kan.).

14  October 2019 Your Country Neighbor



PERU STATE COLLEGE NEWS
PSC Freshman Class Largest In 30 Years!

Swenson Winners Recognized at Recent Bobcat
Football Game Halftime

While the result of the home opener for the Bobcat football team did not come out as hoped,
it was still a day of honors and recognition at Peru State. As has been the tradition for many
years, the annual Swenson Award presentation took place at halftime of the football game
with Missouri Valley.

About the Swenson Award
Each year since 1925, outstanding student-athletes have been presented with the Bert Swen-
son award in recognition of their participation in athletics, outstanding character, personal-
ity, service, and loyalty to Peru State. The award was created in memory of Bert and Stella
Swenson’s 13-month old son, Bert. Jr., who passed away. Bert Swenson, Sr., was a football
great who graduated from Peru State College in 1909. The Shickley, Nebraska, native served
as the football team captain and class president during his senior year at PSC. In 2009, Mr.
Swenson was honored posthumously with his induction into the PSC athletic hall of fame.

The individuals selected as the 2018-19 recipients were Nadja Janjevic (Podgorica, Montene-
gro), Emily Whipple (Lincoln), and Chaz Dunn (Falls City). As there was a tie in the voting
for the female honoree, both were honored.

Nadja Janjevic was a four-year member of the Bobcat volleyball team. She was twice
named as a Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete and a Heart of America Athletic Conference
(Heart) Scholar-Athlete. Janjevic was a two-time President’s List honoree and six times was
recognized on the College’s Dean’s List. On the court, Janjevic was a four-year starter and
letter winner. She served as a captain her senior season. Janjevic earned Heart of America
Athletic Conference (Heart) honors each of her four seasons. After her freshman year, she
earned honorable mention recognition. As a sophomore, she was named to the first team. As
a junior and senior, Janjevic was named to the second team. She was also recognized four
years by the Omaha World-Herald on the All-Nebraska NAIA Teams as honorable mention.
On campus, she was a member of the Student Athlete Advisory Council (SAAC) and a two-
year member of Phi Beta Lambda (PBL). In PBL, Janjevic placed numerous times at the state
level and following her junior year, placed in the top ten at the national level. Following her
junior year, she was named as a National Strength and Conditioning Association All-Amer-
ican. Janjevic is currently in Montenegro preparing to play for an international volleyball
team while seeking employment related to her business major.

Emily Whipple was a four-year member of the Bobcat golf team. She served one year as the
team captain.

At the end of her career, Whipple was twice named to the 2018-19 Google Cloud Aca-
demic All-America® NAIA Women’s At-Large Second Team. Whipple was also a two-year
Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete and a two-time Heart Scholar-Athlete. She was a Board
of Trustees recipient. Whipple was a two-year Admissions Ambassador, was a Resident As-
sistant, and was elected by her peers to be the 2018 Homecoming Queen. Whipple was also
a member of the Alpha Chi academic honorary and was a Kappa Delta Pi member. Just a few
weeks ago, Whipple began her teaching career with the Lincoln Public Schools as an eighth
grade mathematics teacher.

Chaz Dunn was a five-year member of the Bobcat baseball team having red-shirted his
freshman season.

He was a three-year starter with the first two years in the infield and in the outfield as a
senior. Dunn completed his senior season with a perfect fielding percentage. After his senior
year, Dunn was named to the Google Cloud Academic All-District First Team. Following his
junior season, he was named as the Heart of America Athletic Conference (Heart) A.O. Duer
Award winner — one of the top honors for student-athletes in the conference. Dunn was a
three-time Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete and a three-time Heart Scholar-Athlete. He was
on the President’s List one time and was named to the Dean’s List eight times. One of the
most notable aspects about Dunn was his service to his fellow student-athletes on the Student
Athlete Advisory Council (SAAC). He was a five-year member and served as the president
for three consecutive years — the only multiple-year lead in SAAC’s history. Dunn was a
member of Phi Beta Lambda for two years and earned state awards qualifying him for na-
tional competition. In addition, he was a marketing department intern during his senior year.
Finally, Dunn was the voice of the Bobcat Buzz for four years while providing interviews of
College personnel and Bobcat seniors which aired weekly on the Nebraska City radio station.
Presently, Dunn is residing in Hastings with his new wife Elizabeth and is seeking employ-
ment in the area.

The entering class of freshmen at Peru State College is the largest
in at least thirty years. The class size reached 290 on the first day of
classes, Monday, August 19.

“Over the past year, the College has purposefully planned for a larger
freshmen class,” said Dr. Jesse Dorman, vice president of enrollment
management and student affairs. This growth is important in our mis-
sion to engage students with educational opportunities.”

With the increase in freshmen, Peru State is also seeing more students
in its residence halls. This fall Residence Hall occupancy is 16%
higher than fall 2018 occupancy.

Enrollment was driven in part by the addition of junior varsity sports
this fall. Peru State added junior varsity baseball, softball, men’s
basketball and women’s basketball. The College also made cheer a
competitive team sport.

Wayne Albury, athletic director, writes, “The Athletic Department is
proud and excited to see enrollment increases through new opportuni-
ties for student-athletes. We’ll continue to partner closely with Ad-
missions to highlight Peru State’s great programs, faculty and facili-
ties.”

The larger freshmen class have also responded to improved dining
facilities, a new scholarship structure and other campus upgrades
planned to benefit the student experience.

Students interested in attending Peru State — now or in the fu-
ture — are invited to visit www.peru.edu/admissions or to call the
Office of Admission at (402) 872-2221

The passing of former Peru State President Jerry Gallentine

The Peru State College community was saddened to learn of the passing of past president Jerry Gallen-
tine. Gallentine passed in Norton, Kansas at the age of 78. Gallentine served as president of Peru State
College from 1982 to 1990.

According to the College’s sesquicentennial history book, Nebraska’s First College: Shaping the Future
Since 1867, “Enrollment doubled on [Gallentine’s] watch, and he was responsible for helping revive
the Peru master of education program, which had been dead for more than 20 years. Under his direc-
tion, Peru State took a greater leadership role in promotion growth in rural areas. He worked to form a
cooperative program between the College and Nebraska Public Power District, resulting in a bachelor
of science degree with a major in nuclear technology.”
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