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It wasn’t Arbor Day, but it was tree-planting-day October 2nd
in Peru for the Rob Walker Memorial Christmas Tree.

More on page 8.
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Nourishing November!
A Message from your Publisher, Stephen Hassler, Peru, Nebraska

November is the month of harvests and Thanksgiving meals. And 
an appropriate time to give thanks for everything and to everyone.

I am thankful for my writers who volunteer monthly messages to 
their readers. If you would like to thank your favorite writer, send 
an e-mail to countryneighbor@windstream.net. I will forward 
it to the writer. Believe me, they don’t get enough appreciation, 
and November is an excellent time to thank them.

Now pour a second cup of coffee and peruse “Your Country 
Neighbor” with it’s magazine articles and poetry, rural commu-
nity news and festivals, and regional photos of wildlife and land-
scapes.

Clip the Valentino’s coupon on page 12 and
carry it with you!

About the Cover Photos
Stephen Hassler, Peru

Peru residents, PSC Bobcat alumini, and families of the football 
players from various parts of the country enjoyed a hard-fought 
victory for PSC Homecoming, 2024. And the parade was the 
best I’ve witnessed in decades. Kudos to whomever gathered 
the bands! I prefer music to sirens. 

October 24th was the earliest home game for a Peru State Bas-
ketball season that I can remember. There were many fans in the 
“stands” and it was an entertaining game. I’m looking forward 
to many more “home” performances in the coming months.

Peru now has a “permanent” Christmas tree downtown near 
Western National Bank’s gazebo. The “Rob Walker Memorial 
Christmas Tree” will hopefully light up a page in the December 
issue of “Your Country Neigebor,” depending on when lit. But 
most certainly, it will provide a warm glow in the hearts of those 
of us who knew Rob.

“Whatever you do will be insignificant, but it is very
important that you do it because no one else will.”

Ghandi
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PSC Basketball
Greetings from sunny Arizona! I guess the weather is pretty nice 
back in Nebraska right now, too. We drove straight into that Dust 
Bowl of a headwind all the way down here as we caravanned with 
my sister, Linda, helping her move to Tucson. Hubby was in the 
pilot car and we two women tried to keep up. The wind was treach-
erous, as evidenced by at least two serious semi accidents in Kansas 
on our first travel day, one of which we drove past only minutes 
after it happened. Thank God for divine timing on that. In addition 
to the hazard of swaying RVs and tandem semi-trailers, the wind 
really cut into the gas mileage. But, we kept it in perspective, being 
thankful for 21st century modes of travel instead of Conestoga wag-
ons, particularly when the GPS took us on a short-cut which turned 
out to be a four-mile stretch of unpaved county road, complete with 
washboard ruts and patchy asphalt. 

Both vehicles had GPS navigation systems, but I still tried to keep 
Hubby in sight to be sure we ended up at the same place. I know 
from previous experience that operator error can still happen, even 
when both drivers are allegedly using the identical navigation direc-
tions. I won’t point any fingers, except to say that I was not the one 
who committed the operator error. Anyway, Hubby had agreed to 
keep his speed to five miles over the limit to keep us in sight of each 
other, but I think he fudged a little. It seemed like we were continu-
ally falling behind while Hubby was passing everyone he caught 
up with. Pretty soon, instead of being right behind him, there were 
three or four vehicles between us. That led to a minor snag. Hubby 
slid through a left-turn intersection just before a string of vehicles 
coming our way required us to wait. It was a fairly long string. But 
Hubby was monitoring our presence – or lack thereof – in the rear-
view mirror, and being a gentleman (most of the time),  he pulled 
over and waited for us.  More than once, to be honest. 

It can be a little lonely driving solo in the lead vehicle. But Hubby 
had hands-free phone technology, so he called on a pretty predict-
able time-table, keeping up a somewhat normal stream of conversa-
tion.

Hubby: Have you seen any antelope yet? 

Me: (sad voice) Not yet. But Linda thinks she saw a baby one dead 
on the side of the road.

Hubby: Ignore the GPS for a bit and just follow me through this re-
route.

Me: (skeptical tone of voice)  Okay…. 

Hubby: Do you see the rainbow on the right?

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson, Auburn

Diary, Continued on page 4 >>>>>
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PSC Volleyball
The Peru State Volleyball team defeated the MidAmerica Nazarene 

Pioneers in an exciting match after falling in the first two sets.
Me: Yes. It’s been awhile since I’ve seen one. I hope it is raining at 
home.

Me: (a few minutes later) Do you see the double rainbow straight 
ahead? 

Hubby: Wow. That’s cool.

Me (speaking to my sister): Look, you can see the trees and land-
scape on the far side of the rainbow, like you’re looking right 
through it. How is it that you can see through a rainbow, but even 
after you drive past the landmark you were seeing through the rain-
bow, the rainbow itself is still ahead of you? Far out, man. 

O.K., I didn’t actually say “far out, man” at the time, but it seems 
appropriate. 

We spent our first travel night at Dalhart, Texas, home of the XIT 
Ranch and Wood Fire Grill. If you ever travel that way, I person-
ally recommend the Grill. I also recommend nose plugs or mouth 
breathing on your westward way out of town. There may be more 
head of cattle in finishing lots at Dalhart than anywhere else in 
Texas.

Our second night, we blew into Las Cruces, New Mexico, the site 
of Hubby’s panic attack and near heart-attack. I may be exaggerat-
ing a little on the heart attack, but the panic was genuine. Linda and 
I were having breakfast the next morning when Hubby called from 
our room (frantic tone of voice!) to say he couldn’t find his wallet 
anywhere. It’s actually a money-clip, making it easier than a wal-
let for someone to pick up and stash in a pocket. Anyway, Hubby 
remembered that he had used it to tip the bartender the evening be-
fore, but nobody was on duty in the bar on the breakfast shift. Linda 
(pondering tone of voice) said that she remembered seeing that 
money clip the evening before, but where, exactly? Then inspiration 
hit her. She recalled that we had sat and chatted in the lounge area 
by the fireplace after supper and that Brad had it in his hand. She 
abandoned her breakfast and scooted right to the chair Hubby had 
been sitting in. Mercy of mercies! The money clip was in the chair, 
partially wedged between the cushion and the arm. All Hubby’s 
cash, plastic and driver’s license were secure. Thank God, again, for 
divine providence.

We have three more days here in Tucson before heading back home. 
I’m not superstitious, but I plan to be extra cautious. I don’t know 
how many more heavenly favors we can expect on this trip. 

On that note, I wish you all a Thanksgiving holiday marked by real 
gratitude for the obvious, unusual blessings in your life as well as 
the everyday gifts of family, faith and friends.

<<<<< Diary, Continued from page 3



November 2024          Your Country Neighbor         5

PSC Homecoming Parade Photos

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday 
(402) 274-3614         2000 N St.,  Auburn, Nebraska 

All Makes & Models
•  Collision Work • Body Work
•  Frame Repair • Welding
•  Glass Installation

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

Drive Safely!
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PSC Homecoming Victory 28 - 21
Over William Penn University

Pharmacy

Cody’s

MEDICARE PART D
2024 OPEN ENROLLMENT

NOW until December 7
USAVE is your Local Option

for Medicare Part D
Want a Review?

Plans Change Every Year!
Ask How To Compare Plans.
Stop in and visit with Cody.

Auburn  (402) 274-4186  •  2220 J St.
www.codysusave.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30, Sat 8:30 - Noon             

Nebraska City  (402) 873-3397  •  1821 S 11 St.
www.codysusavenebraskacity.com

Hours: Mon-Fri  8:30 - 6:00, Sat 8:30 - Noon



November 2024           Your Country Neighbor        7

River Crossing Antiques
Country Furniture
Original Paint
Smalls

127 Main Street
Brownville, NE 68321

Open Tue - Sun
11:00 am  - 5:00 pm

402.825.3981

Here to help life go right.

Blayne Behrends
Agent
website: blaynebehrends.com

2210 J Street
Auburn, NE 68305
402.274.5121

R

The Lyceum Cafe in Brownville is Open Tuesday through Sunday 11am - 2pm
Plus Saturday Evening 5pm to 8pm with Prime Rib Buffet!

 Anita Robertson, Owner, 228 Main Street, Brownville, Nebraska 402-825-2221

Saturday, December 7th
Christmas in Brownville

30% off our wines all day!
Except those already discounted.  

402-825-4601              702 Main Street                                   
www.whiskeyruncreek.com      Brownville, Nebraska  68321

Wine-Tasting Hours:
Thurs through Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

Closed Monday through Wednesday

Whiskey Run Creek Winery & Distillery

‘Like us’ on Facebook at www.facebook.com/WRCWinery/

Be Sure to Visit Us Throughout

This Holiday Season
Select your Favorite Wines for

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years!

 It appears that Brownville’s  event included
this entire family.

“Re-enactment” Old Time Autumn Days



  8    November 2024   Your Country Neighbor

PERU CITY NEWS
Communication • Information • Pride In Community

A volunteer project
supported by the Peru Community. 

Thank you to everyone who participates!

On Nov. 5, “Write in” Cate Wyckoff for
Mayor of Peru, Nebraska

Stephen Hassler

I believe that it’s vital for Peru that Cate Wyckoff be our next Mayor. We need to 
write in her name on our November ballots for Mayor of the City of Peru. People in 
charge don’t always make clear the registration deadlines, nor even if one can register 
as a write-in candidate.

I expose corruption when I see it, and I see that the old crowd has been violating zon-
ing ordinances again, plus they continuously try to infiltrate and improperly influence 
Peru’s City Council, it’s committees, and maintenance staff. When not in control, 
they complain and harass volunteers until good people have quit, and in some cases 
have even moved out of town. And now history is being repeated, but some candi-
dates are unaware of this history. To be effective, our elected officials must be aware 
of the mistakes of the past so as not to repeat them.

I sat down with Cate Wyckoff and I am convinced that she is aware of Peru’s prob-
lems and what this city needs right now. I can’t in good conscience advertise for 
anyone whom I believe to be unqualified or under the influence of the wrong people, 
because the readers of this paper have given me their trust.

As always, one must take action in order to make great things happen. So we must 
write in our candidate’s name in the blank below those names on the ballot because 
getting on the ballot is almost a secretive process that benefits the incumbents.

To see Cate Wyckoff’s candidate profile, go to page 15.

On Nov 5
“Write in” Steve Hassler for

Council Member of Peru.
See why on page 11

Planting the “Rob Walker Memorial Christmas Tree”
Shirley Robbins “breaks ground” on October 2nd, 2024.

“Write in” Amy Arms for
Council Member of Peru.

See her profile in the
Oct. 10, Nemaha County Herald.

Harvest Near Peru, Nebraska

VOTE FOR TWO
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PERU CITY NEWS
Communication • Information • Pride In Community

A volunteer project
supported by the Peru Community. 

Thank you to everyone who participates!

Hankie Continued on page 10   >>>>>>>

Peru Community Church
Fall Festival

Monday, November 4th
Serving Lunch @ 11:00 to 2:00
Sloppy Joes, Salads, Desserts.

Servings for Supper: 5:00 to 7:00
Cheeseburger, Chili, Vegetable Soups,

Salads and Desserts.

Free Will Offering

There will be a Free Will Bake Sale and 
a Raffle going on all day.

Drawing for the Raffle Items
will be at 6:45.

By Peru Community Church Women’s Guild

The Hankie – A Pocket Wonder
Marty Peregoy

My dad was born in 1922, and the only time I saw him without a handkerchief was in the hospital a 
few days before he died.  When I was seven and learning some responsibility within our household, 
my mom taught me how to iron my dad’s handkerchiefs, and I loved doing it.

It was about that time that I got my first hankie as a birthday gift from my best friend, Patti-Jo.  It 
had two tiger-striped kittens on it, and I still have it.  It’s tucked up in the miniature Lane cedar 
chest that girls of my generation got when they graduated high school.

When I was eight, I went to my first funeral.  My cousin’s Grandma Nora understood the impor-
tance of a hankie, even if you were just a wee girl.  She took me into her bedroom to the antique 
dresser and brought out a flowered hankie for me to take to the funeral of my Uncle Frank.  I had 
never met him, and I don’t believe I was disposed to cry at that solemn occasion, but if I had been, 
I would have been prepared.
 
After my mom gave birth to my twin brothers, she didn’t get to come on the camping trips that my 
older brother and I enjoyed with my dad and the dog at Lake McConaughey.  We missed her some-
thing terrible, although dad made a mean pancake for breakfast and a passable baloney sandwich 
and Mrs. Grass’s soup for lunch.
 
Occasionally he’d let us snoop around the bait and gift shop at the dam, and it was there that I 
picked out a hankie as a gift for my mom.  It was white cotton with the floss that changed colors 
every inch or so embroidered around the edge.  To a young girl, it was beautiful.  To my mother, 
I’m sure it was somewhat gawdy.  Nevertheless, it was the thought that counted.

About the time I started to age and attend funerals on a more regular basis, I remembered the ex-
ample of Grandma Nora and my Dad.  It was at Dad’s funeral that I switched from carrying a pack 
of tissues to carrying a hankie.  I knew that tissues just wouldn’t be up to the job of handling my 
grief at losing him.

Now, when I go to a funeral, I carry several new, neatly pressed hankies for the women in the fam-
ily of the deceased.  I tuck them into their palm in the receiving line mid hug, and I know that they 
know that it is a sign of my sincerest sympathy:  I can’t take away the pain, but I can help them 
cope in one small way.
 
I shared this story with several friends on Facebook not too long ago, and it was amazing how 
many people had hankie memories.  I invited them to share a memory, and in return I sent them a 
new hankie that I had ironed to within an inch of its life.

I found out that there is a language of hankies that I never knew about. During the Victorian era, 
hankies were used to communicate in similar ways to the use of a fan.

I also found out that many of my friends’ mothers tied their lunch/milk money into a hankie and 
sent it with them to school.  I suppose the hankie kept the coins together in their pockets or lunch 
pails.  I’m sure that a hankie smelling sweetly of Mom also helped in comforting a nervous student 
that first week of kindergarten. 

Recipes
Marty Peregoy

Not four feet from my computer and my little 
desk is my collection of recipes.  Yes, there are 
church cookbooks and the annual compendiums 
of Taste of Home from 1994-2004, courtesy of 
my aunt Bernadette, who doesn’t cook as much 
as she used to.

But the real treasures on those shelves are 
the handwritten recipes of my mom and my 
grandma, as well as those of close relatives and 
friends who knew their way around the kitchen. 
I love cookbooks because I love cooking, and 
even more than that, I love eating.  I can read a 
cookbook for pleasure as easily as I read fiction, 
picturing how something would look or taste 
from the words on a page.  But cookbooks are 
more than just maps for producing a tasty dish.  
They are also historical records of our heritage 
and our culture.

I’m willing to bet that at every family celebra-
tion meal there are recipes linked to generations 

Recipes Continued on page 14   >>>>>>>
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PERU CITY NEWS
Communication • Information • Pride In Community

Tuesday Literary Club Reads 
DiAnna Loy, Tuesday Literary Club

A volunteer project
supported by the Peru Community. 

Thank you to everyone who participates!

October marked the end of our year and our Foreign Places theme with the book Tears of the 
Giraffe by Alexander McCall Smith; Cecilia Marnell led our discussion. This book is the second 
book in Smith’s The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series but can stand alone nicely.

As the book begins, we join Mma Ramotswe, the owner of the Detective Agency, and Mr. J.L.B. 
Matekoni, proprietor of Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors, to find that Mma Ramotswe has agreed 
to marry Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni and Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni is having a hard time believing that this is 
true. Does that sound cumbersome? I think it does but that is how Mr. Smith writes in this book; 
he always uses the characters’ complete name, never using a first name or nickname. The storyline 
of their engagement is only one of the storylines that runs through the book.

The story of The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency and their cases is another of the storylines. One 
case is that of an American mother looking for her son who disappeared in the area ten years ago; 
she accepts that he is probably dead but even if that were the case, she would like to know what 
happened to him. The other case is a gentleman who thinks his wife is cheating on him and wants 
the detective agency to find out what is really happening. Of course, there is a child involved so 
the situation must be handled delicately. And then there’s the secretary at the agency who dreams 
of becoming a detective.

We also have the story of Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni’s maid who is not at all happy to find out that our 
two main characters are planning to marry. It seems she is not a very good maid as the house 
she is responsible for is beyond filthy, but Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni doesn’t say anything to his maid 
because he is more than a little intimidated by her; in fact, he is downright afraid of her. Mama 
Ramotswe does not have the same problem and immediately starts to call the maid’s attention to 
her deficiencies. The maid begins plotting of ways to break up the engagement. If the engage-
ment moves forward, the maid will be unable to conduct her side business that she runs out of 
her employer’s home while he is at work. There has a lucrative side business of entertaining male 
callers in the home and using her boss’ bed for further entertainment purposes. She comes up with 
a foolproof plan but alas, it seems that the “friends” she enlists to help her have grudges of their 
own to settle and the plan soon runs afoul. 

Then there is the college professor who has been exchanging not entirely wanted advances with 
his female students in exchange for grades that may have been deserved anyway. He engages in his 
little blackmail scheme once too often and finds out what it is like to have the tables turned on him.

Let’s not forget the storyline of the orphanage and Mrs. Sylvia Potokwane who manages both the 
children and the business end of things. She could win awards for her fundraising methods. Mr. 
J.L.B. Matekoni has been running out to the orphanage when he gets a little stressed at his garage 
and helping to keep their water pumping system operational and the orphanage van running. But 
will he find himself agreeing to take home two orphans? And talking about Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni’s 
stress…He has two interns at the garage that he has to go back after they are done and redo most 
of their work. He doesn’t know if they will ever be qualified to be mechanics.

All in all, I found all of the side storylines to be a little distracting but most of our group liked the 
book.

Happy reading! 

I can still remember my fourth-grade teacher, 
Miss Carlson, who tucked her hankie inside the 
band of her wristwatch, as did my Aunt Helen.  
They would be amused to know that women’s 
garments still do not contain as many handy 
pockets as men’s do.

I have always wondered if the heroes of last 
century’s movies carried two handkerchiefs – 
one for them to use and one for the distraught 
young woman they would run into at any 
second.  At the first drop of a tear, out would 
come the pristine handkerchief, with the words, 
“Here. Blow!”  And the woman would use it.  
And then return it.  That still wrinkles my brow. 
I can’t say that anyone has ever offered me a 
hanky when I badly needed one other than my 
dad.  It was not only a great sneeze/tear catcher 
it made a dandy bandage and a great washcloth 
when combined with a little saliva.
 
I can remember stopping in a small town for 
Mass on the way home from a weekend camp-
ing trip with my dad. He suggested that I wear 
his hankie on my head, since I was without a 
head covering of my own.  I declined, probably 
because I thought he intended me to just set the 
ironed square atop my head rather than unfold it 
and drape it.

As I write this, I am reminded that my mother 
brought me a hanky she found in my grand-
mother’s purse after her death.  It is a treasured 
memento of her.  She, too, always carried a 
hankie.
  
As I sit here reminiscing, I realize that both my 
purse and my pockets are devoid of hankies.  
And that’s a shame.  What a lovely testament to 
my long-gone relatives if I were to tuck one into 
my purse.  I’ll chat with you again next month,  
I’m off to find a hankie. 

<<<< The Hanky, Continued from page 9
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Peru Community Church
520 Nebraska Street

Pastors Raymond & Rebecca Girard
Services - Sunday 10:45 am

St. Clara’s Catholic Church
604 6th Street

Pastor Fr. Timothy Danek
Mass - Sunday 8:30 am

Confessions - Sunday 8:00-8:20 am

Northridge Church
808 5th Street 

Pastor Daniel Hutchison
Services - Sunday 10:00 am

PERU CITY NEWS
Communication • Information • Pride In Community

A volunteer project
supported by the Peru Community. 

Thank you to everyone who participates!

Write in Steve Hassler for Council Member of Peru, Nebraska
505 Washington Street, Peru, Nebraska 68421        28 years in Peru

The Peru City Council needs to improve communication between residents and the city office, help direct city growth, and im-
prove communications between the City and Peru State College.  

I helped create Planning and Zoning ordinances, was past President of the Zoning Commission, fundraiser for the Peru Depot 
Trailhead project, Chair of the Peru Community Impact Group (PCIG), and helped bring Terrace Heights Village housing to 
Nemaha County.

While on the City Council I would address zoning, the budget, city improvement grants, landlord–tenant relations, and city–col-
lege relations.

I intend to obtain a utility discount for seniors, and investigate the conceivability of a charter school for Peru. Long term, I will 
explore how Peru might be a destination for young families, address the needs of seniors, and parents with school age children, 
develop unused City properties if feasible, and locate unmetered water which is a significant loss of revenue for the City.

Residents know that I am not afraid of public debate, nor am I afraid of confronting those with corrupt values that benefit them-
selves at the expense of the timid, the elderly, or children. I’ve had business experience as an insurance agent, realtor, loan of-
ficer, publication entrepreneur, instructor at Peru State College, owner of “Peruse Books & More,” and owner of “Your Country 
Neighbor.”

I see a need to restore confidence in city government, a need to better communications between the city office and Peru resi-
dents, and the need to improve budget accounting. And by the way, these issues must be addressed by the new Mayor of Peru, 
and that needs to be Cate Wyckoff. Write in Cate Wyckoff for Mayor.

I’m a Nebraska native whose education began in a one-room country school. I am a graduate of the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. I am owner–publisher of "Your Country Neighbor,” a Southeast Nebraska monthly publication since February 2002. I 
have lived near the Atlantic Ocean, the foothills of Colorado, the desert of Arizona, and in the hill country of Texas, but my fa-
vorite place in the world is my front porch in Peru, Nebraska. Thank you for considering me for Peru City Council.
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Winter is 
Coming!

Take advantage of AKRS year end clearance on all compact utility tractors and  
be ready for all of your fall projects and the winter snow! 

Contact your local AKRS Equipment today.

Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street

Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and 
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

Dine in! 
Our Grand Italian Buffet 

Includes Pizza,
Salad & Dessert!

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522  1710 South 11th, Nebraska City, NE 68410

$1.00 OFF THE GRAND BUFFET!! 

$1.00 OFF THE GRAND BUFFET!! 
Use This Coupon For Up To 6 People!

Good Through December 31, 2024

PLUS
Buy any pizza and
get a frozen pizza

‘to go’ for half price!

“Your Country Neighbor” is delivered to the following communities in Southeast Nebraska & NW Missouri.
Auburn  •  Brownville  •  Cook  •  Falls City  •  Johnson  •  Julian  •  Nebraska City

Nemaha  •  Papillion  •  Peru  •  Rock Port  •  Syracuse  •  Tecumseh  •  Verdon

4-Color is
NO EXTRA 
CHARGE

WHEN PAID IN ADVANCE 
Includes Preferred Positioning

(when available)

This Size Ad    $50
1/4 Page Ad    $100
Full Page Ad  $350
Discounts for 3-Months

countryneighbor@windstream.net
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 • Utilities Paid
 • Building Security
 • Assigned Parking
 

 • Appliances Furnished
 • Laundry Facility
 • Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Low Income
One  Bedroom  Apartment 

Beautiful View

Carefree Living!

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

  (402) 274-4525

“Your Country Neighbor” is delivered to the following communities;
Auburn  •  Brownville  •  Cook  •  Falls City  •  Johnson  •  Julian  •  Nebraska City  •  Nemaha  •  Papillion  •  Peru  •  Rock Port  •  Syracuse  •  Tecumseh  •  Verdon

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let

The American Dream
Real Estate Company

be your first choice.

820 Central Avenue            Auburn, Nebraska 68305

PRICE REDUCTION!  

700 13th Street        $69,000
Investment property with

1-year lease in place.
2 bed, 1 bath, corner lot, new roof.

1023 5th Street, Peru  $90,000   

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker   274-8557           Carla Mason, Broker   274-1817

402-274-4410

5-apartment setup is ready to go. All 
units recently painted, several new gas 
stoves installed, all new windows, dual 
gas water heaters, newer gas furnace 
and new breaker boxes with much 
of the wiring updated throughout. 

SOLD!
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<<<<< Recipes, Continued from page 9

PERU CITY NEWS
Communication • Information • Pride In Community

A volunteer project
supported by the Peru Community. 

Thank you to everyone who participates!

Making The Old New Again
John Chatelain, Omaha

My connection to Peru dates back to around 1898, when my grand-
parents, Julius Caesar and Clara Charlotte Chatelain relocated to 
provide higher education for their children. Grandpa emigrated 
from Switzerland where he had learned the watch and jewelry trade. 
For 50 years, the family operated a jewelry store, which stood just 
south of what is now Western National Bank, on the west side of 
5th Street. My dad (Ralph), his two brothers (Verne and Harold) and 
sister (Ruth) all graduated from the college and had teaching careers. 
My mother, Maxine, attended Peru State College as did my brothers 
(Paul, David, Stephen) and I.   

About 5 years ago Jean and I were having lunch with President 
Hanson in Omaha. We understood the college was thriving, but 
expressed concern about the housing situation in Peru. Dr. Hanson’s 
opinion was that more people would move to town if houses were 
available. Because we had owned and managed properties in Omaha 
for a number of years, we felt comfortable taking on a Peru project.    

First, Jody Adams of Bernard Realty found the “Deck House” at 
1212 7th Street for us. Next, we purchased the beautiful crafts-
man bungalow at 1121 5th Street, known as the “Fike House.” Jean 
thought the house at 1102 5th Street was cute so we purchased it 
from Vince Henzel. We only had weekends to work on the proper-
ties, so each renovation lasted about 12 months.    

Early this year we noticed the sad and lonely old house resting on a 
trailer just over the hill north of my family farm, which lies on the 
east edge of Auburn. I contacted Ryan Balsensperger of Ensor Mov-
ers, Inc. who indicated the house was available and we were able to 
acquire lots 4 & 5, Block 197, Neal’s Addition (1116 5th Street) to 
Peru.    

The structure made its triumphant entrance into town in June and 
rolled onto its new foundation on October 2nd. Everyone we have 
worked with on the project, including OPPD, the Balsensperg-
ers, Kevin Barrett, Chester Bohling, Justin Caspers, Paul Catlett of 
Catlett Surveying, CB Plumbing, Rimero Gamez, Norman Farmwald 
and Dave Pieters of Pieters Construction, Inc., have been fantastic. 
The born-again house will soon make an excellent home for some-
one.    

There must be something special about the place, because after all 
these years of practicing law in Omaha, I am still drawn to Peru State 
College and the Town of Peru.

back and the countries they came from as emigrants.  In my family, we served 
Oyster Stew on Christmas Eve for years, even though very few of us ate it.  It was 
a link to my grandfather’s Irish heritage, which discouraged Catholics from eating 
meat on Christmas.

When I was a child, my Dad’s Aunt Helen was associated with making poppyseed 
birthday cakes with caramel frosting, peppernuts for Christmas, and killer pick-
led beets.  She was German, her husband was Czech, and they had no children or 
grandchildren, so we were happy to stand in for them. I have been searching for 
the perfect recipes for years, and only recently found pickled beets that tempt me 
to eat an entire jar.

When my mom’s sister, Martha died, it was very important that Chicken Wiggle 
be served at her funeral luncheon.  I had never heard of it, but all of her grandkids 
and dinner visitors knew that if you had supper at Jack and Martha’s house, that 
was more than likely what you were eating for supper.  Her send-off wouldn’t have 
been complete without it. 

What I’m realizing is that the time to pass on those treasured recipes is now. Sort-
ing through our recipe collections or starting one not only gives us the opportunity 
to talk with our extended family about what they have loved, it also provides a way 
to start new cooks in the family off on the right foot.  And if you’ve been wanting 
someone younger to take on the family holiday meal, teaching them how to cook 
all the favorites is the first step.

I encourage you to go through those recipe books that were so precious to someone 
and find the additions that were hand-written in the margins.  Don’t pass up the 
opportunity to really look through that recipe file of your grandma’s.  You will find 
the names of her dearest friends written on the corners of the recipe cards. 

Recipes link us to our culture, our family, our friends, and our community.  I en-
courage you to share those recipes and the memories that go with them whenever 
possible. 

Chicken Wiggle
1 ½ pounds ground pork sausage
1 ½ pounds lean ground beef
1 large onion, chopped
1 green pepper, chopped 
1 cup chopped celery
1 small can/jar chopped pimientos
1 can sliced mushrooms
1 package dried egg noodles
3 or 4 cans cream of chicken soup
Brown beef and sausage with onion, green pepper and celery. Drain grease. Cook 
noodles according to package directions and drain while meat is browning.  Com-
bine meat, remaining veggies, noodles and soup in large bowl. Add salt and pepper 
to taste. Pour into one or more greased casserole dishes. Bake at 350 degrees for an 
hour.

Publisher’s note; It is intended that the progression of the de-
velopment of John’s “born-again house” be shown in photos in 
the next issue. Look for them in the Peru City News section of 
the December issue.
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Write In Cate Wyckoff for Mayor on November 5th
Submitted by Cate Wyckoff

Peru needs a strong leader with a solid understanding of finance and management and the willingness to listen to the citizens of Peru to discern their 
hopes and needs for the future.  We need to examine our current situation, both financial and the willingness of the citizens to be involved in the future 
development of the city. Once we understand where we are, we need to make a solid plan to move forward.

-Elected to Peru City Council in 2022 (resigned in protest of the previous City Clerk’s refusal to provide financial information prior to budget vote).
-Served as temporary City Clerk in 2023 –   I attended the City Clerk Academy at the Nebraska League of Municipalities where I gained a deep un-
derstanding of the fundamental organization of a city and the administration of city government.  
-I have an education in accounting. I understand finance and the need for Peru to review its financial practices and bring its spending in line with the 
needs of its citizens.
-Began and led a successful business with 7 employees for 30 years. – I have proven to be a successful leader with skills in organizational manage-
ment.
-As a private citizen I have been attending most City Council meetings and many committee meetings to keep informed of the city’s operations.

-There needs to be a thorough investigation of the city’s financial situation.  The accounting of the past had some mistakes and there still doesn’t seem 
to be a complete understanding of Peru’s financial situation even by its CPA and current council and mayor.
-An objective inquiry into the proper level of staffing for the city.  How do we staff the city compared to other comparable cities?  Do we have the 
proper number of employees for the work to be done?  How does our city payroll compare to that of other cities of the same size?
-Continuation of the improvements to Peru’s infrastructure.  Our streets need more repairs and it’s time to take a look at the future needs of our water 
and sewer systems.
-Planning for future growth of business and housing in Peru.  As a college town, the city has many “student rentals” which must be considered differ-
ently than other long-term rental situations.  The large number of students, added to the stable residents of this community, should be able to support a 
few more businesses.  How can this be accomplished?  I would try to facilitate a city-wide discussion of these matters.
-Peru must be a community concerned with the needs and hopes of the diverse generations living here.  We have a large population of elderly people, 
many of whom are low-income.  We also have a large and ever-changing population of students at the college.  There are a few families who would 
be the “middle” of these groups.  We need to take a hard look at the divergent needs of these populations and find ways to satisfy as many of them as 
possible through better communication, infrastructure improvements and community building.
-Transparency in every aspect of city government must be an overriding priority.  The people of Peru should expect no secrets and no surprises from 
City Hall.
-Peru City Hall must be made available free of charge for community groups and gatherings once again.  
We must;
1) Request that the Nebraska State Auditors perform a full audit of our accounts so we can start fresh, with full understanding of our financial situa-
tion.
2) Review, with City Council and input from citizens, the proper staffing of Peru and decide if we need the same/more/or fewer employees.
3) Work with our Streets and Roads Committee to help them continue the good work of improving our infrastructure.
4) Begin the process of planning for the replacement of all water and sewer lines in Peru.  This will be a long process taking many years to complete 
and the financing for such a huge project will need to be considered as a long-term investment in our future.
5) Establish a code of conduct and ethics for all elected officials and employees of the city.
Also;
1) Establish a good financial footing for Peru so that we can improve the city’s essential services while keeping our city’s property taxes as low as 
possible.
2) Improve the appearance of Peru’s downtown business area in order to attract a few more viable businesses.  
3) Help Peru realize that “Better, not Bigger” may be the best way for us to move into the future.  Emphasize pride in the appearance of our city 
through incentive programs for keeping up yards, painting homes, etc.  The city needs to maintain its own properties to the highest standard to set 
a good example.  “Bigger” isn’t always better.  Growth brings added strain on infrastructure and can destroy the culture of a small town.  Peru is a 
community and needs to expand on the friendly nature of its citizens.  We have many empty lovely older homes which need repair and to be lived in 
and loved by families.  We need responsible growth led by citizens of Peru.  Adding huge blocks of “condos” or apartments, planned and paid for by 

Cate, Continued on page 19 >>>>>

PERU CITY NEWS
Communication • Information • Pride In Community

A volunteer project
supported by the Peru Community. 

Thank you to everyone who participates!
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ARBOR CITY NEWS
Morton-James Public Library Calendar of Events November 2024

For questions call 402-873-5609 or visit morton-jamespubliclibrary.com
All activities held at Morton-James Public Library (unless otherwise noted)       923 1st Corso, Nebraska City, NE 68410     

 “Bring Your Own Book” Club
Join us for a silent reading book club
Bring your own e-reader, book, or grab a
title from our shelves and enjoy an hour of
quiet reading time. Read what you want, no
discussion required. Optional social time at
end. Free and open to the public all ages
15+. You are welcome to bring your own
non-alcoholic beverage.
Sunday, November 3        2:00-3:30 PM

Lego Club
Must be 8 years and older to join. No registration.
Monday, November 4       3:30-5:00 PM

Story Time-Hooray for Hats
Ages 2-6. Families Welcome! No registration.
Wednesday, November 6     10:00 AM

Yarn Crafters Club
Join us to work on your crocheting or
knitting skills and projects. Club is for all
levels of crafters. Bring your own hooks,
yarn, needles, whatever you need to make
your yarn craft. Club members will be here
to help those beginning, and MJPL will have
some patterns available. Free to attend.
Everyone welcome 15 and older!
Wednesday, November 6    1:30-3:00 PM

Chess Club
Every Thursday     4:00-6:00 PM

Humanities Nebraska-
James Whitcomb Riley, the
Fiddling Children’s Poet with
Deborah Greenblatt
Thursday, November 7      7:00 PM

Penguin Stuffed Animal Workshop
Limited seating. Call to register!
Saturday, November 9      10:00 AM

Library Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 13     4:00 PM

History of Nebraska City News Press
with Julie Davis
Thursday, November 14       7:00 PM

Writers’ Workshop
Join us to get feedback on your own writing
and to learn more about the craft of writing.
Saturday, November 16       10:00 AM

Lego Club
Must be 8 years and older to join. No registration.
Monday, November 18        3:30-5:00 PM

Book Club- A Silken Thread 
by Kim Vogel Sawyer
Tuesday, November 19	 2:00 PM

Story Time-Rock Your Socks
Ages 2-6. Families Welcome! No registration.
Wednesday, November 20     10:00 AM

Evening Book Club-Where the Forest Meets the Stars
by Glenda Vanderah
Wednesday, November 20       5:30 PM

Thursday, November 28-30
Library Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

NCTC Tree Lighting-Take and Make Kit -Winter Gnome  
Saturday, November 30   4:30-6:00 PM
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ARBOR CITY NEWS
News from Nebraska City

   Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska

      Auburn  1901 N Street                        402.274.2444          

      Humboldt  713 4th Street                    402.862.2321

      Nebraska City  620 Central Avenue    402.873.3715

The Veteran
Bruce Madsen

Up to right now and to way back before
I have been everywhere fighting a war
I came from here and I came from there
I really just came from almost everywhere

From cities and towns and country side farms
Villages and Hamlets filled with amazing charm
I came from all over, not one place alone
There is not one place that I couldn't call home

I was there when we fought the " Great War "
Barbed wire and trenches, it was a deadly chemical war
I was at Bella Wood and the Battle of the Marne
And I got killed in the forest at Argonne

That war was deadly, a merciless hell
Bullets everywhere and exploding shells
Scared to death, maybe going insane
I was almost relieved when my death finally came

Although I was dead, I wasn't at all through
'Cause now I was fighting in World War II
This was a long war that was to protect our nation
And, I was in it for the long haul, in for the duration

I was Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,
The purpose was clear, never unseen
Our country was threatened by a malicious foe
We had to send a message back to Tokyo

Then the Germans came and got into the mix
And then there were many more deadly conflicts
Bataan and Guadalcanal were a killing fest
But so was the Bulge, the bridge at Remagen and all the rest

At Hacksaw Ridge my life was saved
By a medic whose beliefs he would not waive
He said there was no way that he would carry a gun
But he did his part when the battle was done

Veteran, Continued on page 21 >>>>>
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Arbor City News
is a monthly news section in

Your Country Neighbor
A Southeast Nebraska

Regional Magazine (w/News)

FARMERS UNION PAC ENDORSES PRESTON LOVE FOR SENATE

U.S. Senate candidate Preston Love announced an endorsement from
the Nebraska Farmers Union PAC:

“I’m running for Senate to represent all Nebraskans. I know we deserve 
access to affordable healthcare, reproductive rights, voting rights, and 
thriving economies in our rural and urban areas of the state. I’ve spent my 
career as an educator, community and faith leader, and advocate to ad-
vance these issues. I’m ready to take our fight to Washington.

I’ve been honored to receive many endorsements throughout this cam-
paign, including the Nebraska State Education Association, SEIU, the 
AFL-CIO, the Sierra Club, the Communication Workers of America, and 
the American Retirement Association. I’m proud to announce an endorse-
ment from the Nebraska Farmers Union PAC.”

John Hansen, Secretary of the Nebraska Farmers Union PAC, said, ‘For 
111 years, our organization has been serving family farm and ranch ag-
riculture in our non-partisan way. Our working relationship with Preston 
Love goes back nearly 40 years. We know and trust him to focus on ways 
to help ensure the quality of life basics of all Nebraskans from young to 
old are met. Preston Love’s lifetime commitment to working for econom-
ic and social justice for all Nebraskans tells us where his priorities are, 
and will be.’

Those are strong words of encouragement from the farmers, and I’m 
grateful to have their support. My opponent served as the Governor of 
Nebraska for eight years, and as Senator for two, but failed to secure sup-
port from the farmers who contribute so much to our local economy. This 
endorsement shows that everyday working people in Nebraska are ready 
for a change in leadership. 

As Senator, one of my first priorities will be to commission a comprehen-
sive and bipartisan needs-assessment study in each of Nebraska’s three 
Congressional Districts. Researchers working on these studies will be 
charged with preparing a report and recommendations on how the gov-
ernment can better serve the unique needs of constituents in each district. 
I will use these findings as a basis for setting priorities as I work to be a 
Senator that puts people first. 

Preston Love is challenging Senator Pete Ricketts for the U.S. Senate in 
November 2024. Love is a community advocate, adjunct professor teach-
ing political science at the University of Nebraska Omaha, and a five-time 
published author who has worked in communities across Nebraska. You 
can learn more about the Preston Love for Senate campaign at

www.Love4Senate.com.

Arbor Lodge Historical State Park; changing of the colors.
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ARBOR CITY NEWS
News from Nebraska City

Today’s advanced dental treat-
ments and materials can give 
you a healthier, more complete 
smile that can last you a life-
time. Your  Papillion & La Vista, 
Nebraska  dentist,  Dr. Caudillo, 
can help revitalize and  maintain 
your teeth and gums, giving you 
the smile you’ve always wanted.

Inspired Dental
108 Cedardale Road Papillion, NE 68046

402-932-3317
www.InspiredDentalOmaha.com

Visit us on Facebook

•	 Invisalign
•	 Fillings/Restorations
•	 Dental Sealants
•	 Crowns
•	 Dental Implants
•	 Bridges
•	 Tooth Extractions
•	 Gum Disease Therapy
•	 Migraine/Headache Relief
•	 Dentures
•	 Porcelain Veneers

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
Maribel Caudillo, DDS, practices a full scope of general and 
cosmetic dentistry with expertise ranging from dental implants 
to dentures, crowns and root canals. Dr. Caudillo and her team 
can now provide a wide variety of dental solutions to create 
healthy smiles that will last a lifetime.

Diana’s Tea by Bureikou
Open 11-7 except Sundays & Mondays

134 N Washington Street
Papillion, Nebraska 68046

(531) 250-0685
contact@bureikouteaandmore.com

Adeline’s Bakery
1910 R Road, Burr, NE 68324

402-430-0565

Facebook Page: Adeline’s Bakery
adeline’sbakery@outlook.com

Wed & Thu 11 to 6, Fri 8 to 6
Every Saturday 8 to 3

outside investors, as has been suggested, is not the best way for us to move forward.  “Better, not Bigger” will bring greater prosperity while maintain-
ing the character of Peru.
4) Stabilizing the water and sewage infrastructure of the city must be a priority for Peru.  The devastating floods of the past will recur and we must be 
prepared to handle the consequences.

For Your Consideration;
	 1)	 Experience in Peru’s city government.  I know from first-hand experience how city government works and what the day to day con-
cerns of the people of Peru are and how they must be addressed.
	 2)	 I have had experience with hiring, firing, and managing a group of people to accomplish a common goal.  Since it was my own busi-
ness and my own money, I have been extremely sensitive to maximizing efficiency in a work force while maintaining a pleasant work atmosphere.  It 
is important that the people who work for you are motivated to keep their positions.  I have had the same loyal employees for decades.
	 3)	 I understand finance and I am extremely conservative with other peoples’ money.
	 4)	 I have innovative ideas on networking with state and federal governments and private industry to obtain benefits for the city of Peru.
Three Vital Issues;
	 1)	 A murky financial situation.  The city must clear up its finances and make all financial information available to all citizens.
	 2)	 Infrastructure.  We are making improvements but the city still looks a bit rough.  Plans are under way for street repairs and replacement 
and more needs to be done.
.	 3)	 Long-term planning for appropriate growth. We cannot allow outside investors who see the profit in renting to college students control 
the future of Peru.  Peruvians need to set their own priorities and keep control of our own city.  We have seen the damage which can be done when 
someone from outside the city, our previous City Clerk, takes over and uses the city to their own advantage.  We must take care that this doesn’t hap-
pen on an even larger scale with unchecked investment in large rental property development.
And Finally;
I love Peru.  It is the most welcoming, friendly place I have ever lived.  I would come to this position with the eyes of experience and the soul of 
innovation.  As an older person, I have gained some insight into how people work together to accomplish shared goals.  I have seen other cities pull 
themselves up and become lovely, livable places without losing their core values and without becoming gentrified and pricing their citizens out of the 
marketplace.  I am constantly learning and reading about new ways to do things and applying common sense to complex problems to come up with 
solutions.  I believe that Peru is beautiful as she is, and that it is important to maintain our traditional values and the lovely architecture and landscape 
we have while looking at ways to improve incrementally in the future concerns of the people of Peru are and how they must be addressed.

<<<<< Cate, Continued from page 15
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 adamsdevon07@gmail.com

8x10 mat size   $25.00
11x14 mat size  $35.00
16x20 mat size  $55.00

Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421

By Artist, Devon Adams
PENCIL PORTRAITS or

WATERCOLOR PAINTINGS of
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, & BUILDINGS

Drawn from your photographs.

Phone: 402-209-9377

o e t r y
by Devon Adams, Peru

DOWN IN THE VALLEY

Where the river flows slowly
and the snow falls softly,
the critters of the wild are
aware of the danger of  
strange sounds and scents.
Big boots on long legs are
making tracks, carrying 
guns.
It is the season to try not
to die, so every nerve is
on alert among the targets.
A sudden startle or flutter 
of wings or a snort and a
stomp are early warning
systems before the bullets
slice through the silence.

ECHOES OF TRAUMA

Like a long hall in a big building, 
your secret brain stores memories
that you don’t know you have.
There are doors into yesterday
that are closed, but not locked.
If you open them, you will enter
parts of your childhood that were
so painful and terrifying that to
survive, you actually had to forget.
But now you are an adult and can
go back and rescue the child that
never felt safe. That child is you,
still waiting for someone to care
enough to love them.

EVENING SETTLES

The day is distilled, like
a fine wine is finished,
polished off with a sheen
of soft gold light and dust
mots floating freely in
quiet air. A hush descends
as noise recedes into calm.
This is earth meditating 
and doing deep breathing
exercises. Stop and listen
and relax. God is speaking.

SMOKE SPIRALS

Ribbons of fragile smoke
are wrapping around all
of the trees on the block,
as a pile of crisp leaves
turns into flaming fragments
of Summer. Tomorrow ‘s
forecast is for a chilly rain
that will erase the last of
the bright Autumn colors.
A wood fire next door is
glowing with embers and 
flames, releasing scents that 
pull poignant memories out 
of our hearts. Once again 
we are the kids from yesterday, 
toasting marshmallows and
hot dogs, thinking that we
have forever to savor our
lives.

WINGS

The sky is full of stars
as the night wings fly
under the moon in
wavy V’s undulating
in an endless river of
geese moving to the
beat of the earth as
it tilts and rotates in
it’s seasons.
Wild cries float down
on the wind and fall 
softly on the prairie
grass, like letters from 
sky soldiers flying away
from Winter.
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Worker Bee
Janet Sobczyk, (c) 2024, Omaha

Small patch of wild daisies
still blooming in late September
amidst straggly weeds
beside walkway behind retreat center,

I pause to focus on their beauty
examine fragile white petals
appreciate their hardiness 
in the chill of autumn. 

Calmly notice a bumblebee
settled on one, quietly sipping
I recall that as a girl 
it would have frightened me away!

But today I can linger
try not to disturb it
content to stay, the bee and I
for a brief moment.

Fall’s cool air surrounds us
thoughts of leaving the retreat
returning to work
swirl and distract me.

The phrase “busy as a bee”
comes to mind so I pause
look again, does it seem hurried?
no, its movements are steady, deliberate.

The retreat had questioned
how do you see your work?
maybe as a burden, or a calling 
but can you see it as a gift?

I wonder, a bit inanely
how does that bee see its work?
what it does is pure instinct
just doing what needs to be done.

How much of life is spent that way?
just maintaining, surviving,
without much thought 
or pause for reflection.

But today I’m taking a pause
today I’m watching a bee
like a child, in the moment
feeling blessed by this tiny gift…
and grateful for the gift of work.

And I was there for all of these
Just call me a battle hardened enlistee
And yet again I met my dilemma
'Cause I was shot dead, .....on Iwo Jima

Again and again in the years that came
I was to fight in Korea and then Viet Nam
In places whose names were hard to pronounce
The fighting was hard, but of what I had, I gave every ounce

Viet Nam was a war like no other
You couldn't tell one from another
The North, the South, from wherever they came
Their causes were different, but they all looked the same

I've been around the world so many times
Serving my country in my youthful prime
Been to Grenada, Kuwait, Iraq and Iran
Spent way to many years fighting in Afghanistan

Lebanon, Libya, there's just no end
How long will it be before I'm needed again
But I will do my duty if my country should ask
I just hope its worthwhile before decisions are cast

Sometimes I came home, sometimes I didn't
Wounded, maimed, and sometimes in a casket
But I did my job and I did it well
Many times from the throes of Hell

So, I may be dead and in the ground
But my spirit is free and is still around                                                         
And whatever may come to this nations door
I hope the Veteran never has to ask, "What the Hell did I die for?"

<<<<<< Veteran, Continued from page 17

A note from your publisher;
For those of you who want to read more of

Janet Sobczyk’s poetry, you will enjoy her website at;

https://momsmusingsblog.blogspot.com
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“Your Country Neighbor” is delivered to the following communities in
Southeast Nebraska & Missouri.

Share this publication with friends.
It’s online at;

http://www.yourcountryneighbor.com

November 
Sheila Tinkham, Lincoln

Squeezed between Christmas and Halloween
She holds her own, November 

She swirls the breezes
Bringing snow and ice
And football rivalries

And the all American holiday of Thanksgiving 
We, like the Pilgrims, give thanks

For God, for friends,for family, for life itself
And like those pilgrims

We look for our Squanto the Wampanoag leader
Who taught the Pilgrims how to fertilize corn with fish

And joined the first Thanksgiving 
And provided deer

We too play games different games
like board games and television football games.

And November proud to have such a sumptuous Holiday
Loosens her belt

And plunges into deep December....

November 
Sheila Tinkham, Lincoln

November was the nineth month in Roman days
January and February were added by Caesar

I like November and its breezy Fall days
To me Thanksgiving is a sumptuous holiday

A cornucopia of food and family
And friends gathered together

To thank God for all our blessings.
Notman Rockwell captured the essence of the holiday...

Nature herself paints the fiery trees
And greets us with an icy kiss

Fall fades into winter
And like one chapter ending

We wait
Suspended

For the icy kiss of old man winter
To tiptoe into our living room

And embrace us with his frosty arms....

Auburn • Brownville • Cook • Falls City • Johnson • Julian • Nebraska City
Nemaha • Papillion • Peru • Rock Port • Syracuse • Tecumseh • Verdon

Photo at right; “Brotherly Love”
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Proverbs To Ponder
Dorothy Rieke

I am not Irish, but I have known some people with Irish
ancestors. The following are a number of Irish proverbs. These
Irish proverbs will help us if we know them and apply what
they say to our lives. Someone once observed, “You have to
know the past before you can live successfully in the future. It’s
true that our ancestors worked to help succeeding generations
live better lives.They employed much common sense. Their
knowledge and what they accomplished help us daily.

Irish Proverbs
“He who keeps his tongue, keeps his friends.” Isn’t this true?
We do have to be careful with what we say. The tongue often
gets us into trouble. Think before you speak.

“May your house be too small to hold all your friends.” Friends
are as valuable as gems. They support, advise, and offer
company.A man without friends is like a bird without a nest.

“Just because your face is wrinkled, it doesn’t mean that you
are not young at heart.” Remain active and interested in life.
Retirement does not mean sitting in a chair all day. It means
getting out and doing. It means following your heart and doing
the things you always wanted to do but did not have time for
them. With planning and work, you can make those dreams come 
true during retirement years.

“Life is like a cup of tea. It is all about how you make it.” All
of us are in charge of our lives and our well-being. Determine
your destiny which is personal for each of us. At times, life
takes work and planning to make it what you want it to be.
“Value what you have.” We never miss some things until they
no longer exist. Value what you have today and care for it. Be
thankful.

“Don’t fear an ill wind if your haystacks are tied down.” Be
prepared. Don’t worry about things until they are in evidence.
These proverbs make a lot of sense. Indeed, they represent
what we call common sense. In other words, common sense is
sound and prudent judgment based on a simple perception of the
situation or facts. Employ these proverbs, and see how your life
benefits.
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Window On Fifth Street
Stephen Hassler, Peru

Dorothy was deceased in May 2024. She always worked ahead and has
provided “Your Country Neighbor” with articles for the rest of the year.

The view through my window on Fifth Street has not changed a whole 
lot in 28 years. One would likely see more changes looking in the other 
direction. There is the dome, of course, that now covers the old “prac-
tice field.” And the Longfellow house is gone, replaced with a parking 
lot. But there are more children. In four directions from my window, 
and within two blocks, there are four families with children, my esti-
mate is 11 total, and I’m not counting college students. So I thought 
this might be a good place to quote one of the newsletters I received 
recently. Here it is;

The Birthrights of Children
Every child is born defenseless and innocent.

We must always strive for peace so we can give
our children a future of love, justice, and freedom. 

These are the birthrights of every child born into the world:

1. Every child has the right to life. 
2. Every child has the right to be a child. 
3. Every child has the right to be treated equally. 
4. Every child has the right to not be discriminated against because of 
religious beliefs or creed.
5. Every child has the right to be loved and cared for. 
6. Every child has the right to be part of a family. 
7. Every child has the right to have a home.
8. Every child has the right to have food and water. 
9. Every child has the right to clothing and warmth. 
10. Every child has the right to breathe clean air. 
11. Every child has the right for nature to exist. 
12. Every child has the right to be happy, to laugh and
play in a safe environment. 
13. Every child has the right to be born into a peaceful world. 
14. Every child has the right to be free and not be a slave. 
15. Every child has the right not to live in fear or terror. 
16. Every child has the right to a full education. 
17. Every child has the right to reach their full potential. 
18. Every child has the right to full medical care. 
19. Every child has the right to participate in all sports. 
20. Every child has the right to see and touch 
trees, plants, animals, rivers, lakes, and to see them free of pollution. 
21. Every child has the right to have their birthrights placed first,
before money and material things, because every child is the
biggest and most precious asset of mankind.
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