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“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead

where there is no path and leave a trail.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

This Month’s Writers & Contributors

Devon Adams - 8 & 9
Angela Allgood - Peru City News, 13-16
Peggy Groff - 14

Stephen Hassler - 8 & 14

Merri Johnson - 12

Ean Miller - 13

Dorothy Rieke - 7

Janet Sobczyk - 7
Jeremiah Villeneuve - 13
Thank You!

Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion
including local photos and articles

with the flavor of rural America.

2 November 2021 Your Country Neighbor

Covid Update

Stephen Hassler

Nebraska is releasing data regarding Covid-19 cases again.

This needs to be done in order that people know when to use
extra caution or protection. Note the table below.

There has been a surge in cases in October as seen below, albe-
it not as much as in September. And there have been no recent
deaths in our four counties. Still, hospitals are short on rooms
availability, leaving patients with heart attacks, for example, on
gurneys in the hallway while unvaccinated Covid patients fill
the rooms.

New “Positive” Cases of Covid-19 in our
“Country Neighborhood” Counties

Date Range Nemaha Otoe Johnson Richardson
10/12 - 10/25 27 81 10 10
10/14 - 10/27 27 110 15 15

The Kansas counties whose cities are Hiawatha and Sabetha
have 40 and 56 deaths respectively. Compare to Nebraska
counties of Nemaha 13, Otoe 13, Johnson 10, Richardson 24.
Deaths in bordering counties of Missouri and lowa are in line
with Nebraska.

What will the holidays bring? With vaccines being approved
for children and boosters for the rest of us, ’'m optimistic, as
long as no new “varient” arises, and our hospitals can manage
the cases of the unvaccinated.

And now I refer you to a lighter article on page 8.

Follow CDC Guidelines as to how to avoid Covid-19.
Go to CDC.gov to keep up with guideline revisions.
Vaccines do not protect you from the common cold, so
Do Not Relax Your Handwashing.

I had my flu shot already and got my booster shot 10/26/21.
Masks work in the fight to end the pandemic.

I wear a mask except on my property and while jogging.
Protect others, protect yourself.




_ _ Located at 1801 Frontage Rd, Nebraska City, NE 68410, Larson Motor Group is your
Kenl Fraple.. Kool Deals certified dealer serving drivers throughout South East Nebraska and the surrounding
areas. At our dealership, you’ll find a solid selection of new vehicles for sale, as well as
MOTORS, INC. a carefully inspected lineup of pre-owned vehicles. We partner with several national, and
local lenders to ensure a seamless financing experience. We will use our knowledge, and
Chevrolet - Buick » GMC your budget to help build the perfect loan or lease package that will give you the peace
Cadillac - Ford . Chrysler of mind you deserve.
Jeep - Dodge - Ram (402) 873-5507 1801 Frontage Road P.O. Box 580 Nebraska City, NE 68410

- — , - T — e R
— Visit us at www.larsonmotorgroup.com or “Like” us on Facebook
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A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

All Makes & Models
» Collision Work * Body Work

* Frame Repair * Welding
» Glass Installation e

P

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614 2000 N St., Auburn, Nebraska Almost a full moon.
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127 Main Street Cell: 402.414.0577
Brownville, NE 68321 Home: 420.825.3981
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WINERY & DIESETILLERY

Wine-Tasting Hours:
,.| Thurs through Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Closed Monday through Wednesday

Saturday, Dec 4th
Christmas in Brownville

, ==————= 30% off our wines all day!
Whiskey Run Creek Winery & Distillery  Except those already discounted.

Be Sure to Visit Us Throughout

This Holiday Season

Select your Favorite Wines for

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years

‘Like us’ on Facebook at www.facebook.com/WRCWinery/

402-825-4601 702 Main Street
www.whiskeyruncreek.com Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Flatwater Folk Art Museum

Open Most Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 1:00 to 4:00 P.M.
And by appointments for private viewing.
609 Main Street, Brownville, NE 68321 402-825-4371

An art collection of vernacular expressions and cre-
ations reflecting the human spirit and the passion of
common folk celebrating the diverse and universal
traditions of life’s experiences, ceremony and rituals...

Plein Air Artist in Brownville, 09/30/21
4 November 2021 Your Country Neighbor

Appointments for Welcomed
Please call for information: 402-825-4371
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Pharmacy

~ MEDICARE PART D
2022 OPEN ENROLLMENT

October 15 to December 7

USAVE is your Local Option
for Medicare Part D

Want a Review?
Need to Change Insurance?
Confused?
Stop in and visit with Cody.

One of two of my favorlte Cottonwood Trees S E. of Peru.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-Noon

www.codysusave.com
Like Us on Facebook @codysusavepharmacy

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394
2220 J Street * Auburn, Nebraska 68305
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OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

0
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1 Bedroom Apartment  Utilities Included
« Affordable quality living
* Rent based on income

+ Applications will be placed on waiting lists
* No pets

» Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and

snow removal furnished

Laundry Facility On Site

Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat

Located close to shopping center

Rent based on gross income and family size

Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

L\ For Applications
@, Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

EQUAL HOUSING
nnnnnnnnnnn

The Milkweed seed pods burst in late September and early October.
November 2021 Your Country Neighbor
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Preparing for Thanksgiving involves lots of online activities—
researching recipes, ordering groceries, compiling playlists,

reviewing Black Friday ads, and planning your holiday shopping. - — T
Then on the day itself, you'll be streaming football games and . _ v ; & ' ! - ;' 3 Vi :
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the Macy's Thanksgiving Parade.

Make this holiday (and all the holidays and regular days to
come) go more smoothly.

Call 800-793-2788 to order faster internet today.

Thunksgurng
wid ﬁf}(% tfwg @ %ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%f

p. ’r y 919 Central Ave
IIID I“ Auburn, NE 68305

ru Y F:lri jt.com
N
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Service availability and interned speed will depend on lecation. Call for detals 35 Another event during the laSt Weekend Of September;
at the Nemaha County Fairgrounds.
o StateFarm
LAW OFFICES OF
FANKHAUSER, NELSEN,
Blayne Behrends
™ WERTS, ZISKEY & MERWIN, P.C. o
Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska gent
website: blaynebehrends.com
Auburn 1901 N Street 402.274.2444
1400 Courthouse Avenue
Humboldt 713 4th Street 402.862.2321 Auburn, NE 68305
Bus 402.274.5121 Fax 402.274.5171
Nebraska City 620 Central Avenue 402.873.3715 Here to help life go right.®
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Peru City News

will be a monthly news section in

Your Country Neighbor
See pages 13, 14, 15, 16

Peru City News

1s a volunteer project
supported by the Peru community.

Who do you know that would like to keep in touch
with happenings in Peru?

Relatives who might have moved away.
PSC Graduates.
Followers of PSC Sports.
Parents and Grandparents of Students.

They can visit Your Country Neighbor online or,
Mail them a copy.
Subscriptions are not available at this time.

A BRANCH OF WESTERN NATIONAL BANK

Mainstreet
BANK

Member FDIC

themainstreet.bank

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE - Hotpoint « Whirlpool « Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

(402) 274-5512

POPCORN, A “FIRST THANKSGIVING” TREAT
Dorothy Rieke, Julian

Popcorn has become a major food in many households. It is re-
garded as a low calorie healthful snack food. It contains protein, vi-
tamins, minerals, energy-giving carbohydrates, and is a major source
of fiber. This popular food has no sugar and contains about 55 calories
a cup. Of course, this depends on how it is popped and what is added.
The American Cancer Society and the National Cancer Institute rec-
ommend it as a fiber source which could reduce risk of some types of
cancer.

Indians in North and South America were the first to cultivate this
crop. In fact, they grew popcorn thousands of years before the first
explorers arrived in the 1400s and 1500s. The Indians ate the popcorn
and used it for decorations in their religious ceremonies.

Many stories exist pertaining to this miraculous crop. Indians be-
lieved that demons were imprisoned inside the kernels. Once heat was
applied, the demons threw regular tantrums because their homes be-
came unbearable with heat.

The popping of popcorn is a rather mysterious act. It can be ex-
plained, though. Popping corn contains a different type of starch from
other corn. In addition, the shell is moisture proof. The heat causes
the interior moisture to turn to steam and pressure builds up until the
kernel explodes. The best kind of popcorn has 13 1/2 percent moisture
which expands with heat to 30 to 40 times the original size of the ker-
nel.

It is quite possible that English colonists first saw this strange “pop-
ping corn” at the first Thanksgiving feast. Because it was such a special
treat, Indians traditionally offered popcorn as a goodwill token during
peaceful negotiations.

Popcorn for the colonists became a special breakfast treat when
served with cream and sugar. In fact, during the Depression of the 30s,
popcorn often was served this way for a meal.

Popcorn today is extremely popular. Four hundred fifty million
pounds are consumed each year. That would be an average of 33 quarts
per person.

In past years, Minneapolis/St.Paul has been considered a “popcorn
capital” because people in that area, according to reports, ate 64 quarts
per person each year.

Today, many popcorn hybrids have been developed. Yellow or
white popcorn are largely a matter of choice. Yellow popcorn is the
most popular.

Serving popcorn includes a variety of options. For example, sprinkle
chili powder or taco seasoning or grated cheese on the hot corn. Garlic
salt or onion salt gives a different flavor. Try adding crumbled cooked
bacon or French fried onions. For sweet treats, mix in dried fruits such
as raisins, mini marshmallows, gum drops, candy-coated corn or choc-
olate or butterscotch chips.

Popcorn can be utilized in many ways and served for many occa-
sions. It usually guarantees a “popping” good time.
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Window On Fifth Street

Stephen Hassler, Peru

Through my window on 5th Street I can’t as yet see the holidays
approaching, but the changing colors, the cooler days, and store deco-
rations will soon signal otherwise. I’'m reminded of a Thanksgiving
song.

My one-room country school offered singing for the first ten or
fifteen minutes of each day. The songbook had an antique-ish, gold-
ish-colored paper cover. Each student had a turn at selecting his or
her favorite song by calling out the page number, with songs like the
Thanksgiving song, “Over the River and Through the Woods,” a song
about riding in a horse-drawn sleigh to grandma’s house for a festive
dinner.

I was blessed with a parallel experience of riding in the back of
our ’51 ford to Aunt Marie’s house, on her farm about four miles from
ours. The house was newer with immaculate wood floors and a lav-
ishly prepared dining room table in a nook off the kitchen, the floor of
which was blue tile or maybe it was high quality linoleum.

Occasionally, about once a month, mom, dad, brother, sister, and I
would leave after Sunday morning services for a big mid-day dinner
of either chicken or roast beef, mashed potatoes with gravy, corn, peas,
and huge slices of bread. Dessert was homemade pumpkin, apple or
lemon meringue pie. The meringue was higher than the pie was thick
with tinges of brown from the oven heat on the wavy white topping.

Aunt Marie’s bread was very different from “Wonder Bread,” and
even other homemade breads. Mom said Marie used water instead of
milk. The slices seemed over-sized. Maybe she used extra yeast. And
often there were large holes in the slices, formed from air bubbles in
the rising dough.

I had the idea of googling “depression bread” and found a recipe
for “3-ingredient depression era bread.” And sure enough, water, flour,
and yeast were the three ingredients. She probably developed a taste
for this “depression era” bread and didn’t need to change the recipe.

The song’s phrase, “over the river” was lost to me though. In my
experience the river was just a “crick” under a bridge, so I pretended
it was like the lyric in the song. But recently I was looking up Marie’s
farm on “Google Maps” and saw that the “crick” is actually the east
branch, north fork, of the Elkhorn River. So it was “over the river”
after all! Just like in the song.

The song was written in 1840. Could voices of children singing be
heard from the walls of country schools back then? The first “National
Thanksgiving” was in 1863. I expect family and friends gathered at
grandma’s for holiday feasts of turkey, mashed potatoes and pumpkin
pie. I wonder if the bread in those post colonial days of America tasted
better than my Aunt Marie’s. Possibly, but I’1l bet they couldn’t beat
Marie’s Lemon Meringue pie.

I hope you have a Happy Thanksgiving! I recommend pumpkin pie,

but you can skip the depression era bread.
8 November 2021 Your Country Neighbor
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ANOTHER PLANET

How far can you travel
if you have no limits?
Don’t bother with actual
facts, just let your brain
relax and travel to the
place of your dreams.
There is no travel fee,
or gas to buy, or plane
fare, because you can
sit in your chair or lie
in the grass under blue
skies as you fly in the
sky full of dreams. Of
course we take a trip
each night as we sleep
our way into adventures
that lead us from place
to place, but we aren’t
in control. You may
have to practice how

to get away from the
day. It can be addicting
and exciting and very
relaxing to shut the
door on stress and
strain and doubt and
depression. A warning
though, not to become
so good at getting away
that you can’t get back
again. That might be
fun, but it could be a
problem for your real
life. Have a good trip!

WARM KITCHENS

The opposite of cold
wind and deep snow
is a warm house with
a busy kitchen ripe
with the aromas of
baking, frying, boiling
and mixing! Winter
isn’t all that bad, as
we all can remember
from our childhoods,
when snow was a
wish and a blessing.
Comfort wasn’t even
a thought, as we slid
down icy hills and
our clothes got wet
from snowball fights
and wallowing snow
angels. But at the

end of the afternoon
it was a total delight
to be greeted by hot
cocoa and homemade
noodle soup, not to
mention hot apple pie.
As our fingers and toes
began to tingle with
blood circulation, we
only then realized
that we’d been numb!

Your Country Neighbor
Your *“2-cups-of-coffee” companion

including local photos and articles

with the flavor of rural America.
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TURKEY TIME

It isn’t a celebration
for all, after all. Would
you want to be at the
head of a table, sitting
next to the guy holding
a big carving knife? |
guess you wouldn’t
care if you’d already
been cooked. Maybe
all your relatives are
also on a list as the
guest stars of holiday
dinners, so there really
won’t be anyone left
to notice that you are
gone. Still, it would be
respectful for those
holding the knives

and forks to give a
nod to the effort you
made to be there. A
toast to the gallant
bird who didn’t have

a choice about being
the main course, with
oyster dressing (give

a nod to the sea gang
trapped in the can).

ONE TO RUN

On the twilight hill,
the statues were
silhouettes standing
still. Quiet air was
resting from the
windy afternoon,
and the sky was
blazing from the
fire in the clouds.
A sudden shot

split the calm.

It only took one

to run, as all the
deer exploded

into white tail
flashes, bounding
into the trees.

It was a miss,

this time.

A PAGE TURNER

Good books don’t
always grip your
mind in a vise, SO
that you can’t put
them down, even
if it doesn’t fit into
your schedule to
stay up all night
until you find out
who did or didn’t
“do it.” Thick, thin,
or published in a
series of volumes,
some books invite
us to linger on a
page, or even a
single sentence as
we travel through
the story. Words
can be written with
such style and grace
that we are stunned
by their eloquence
and the shape of
the truth that lies
before us. Reading
is like planting a
garden in our mind:
seeds of thoughts
will combine with
other seeds until
they mix and match
and belong only to
us, and no one else.

PENCIL PORTRAITS OF
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, & BUILDINGS

Portraits drawn
from your
photographs.

8x10 mat size $25.00
11x14 mat size $35.00
16x20 mat size $55.00

Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421

Phone: 402-209-9377

buckskinz@windstream.net

RIVER OF SKY

A cutting wind blows
the crowd noise up

into the hills, as the
madness of the geese
plays out on the water.
In the boundless skies
of November, small
bodies shimmer in the
sunset, as migrating
birds glide into landings
on the chilly surface of
the refuge lake. They
are tired and hungry,
but at the same time
primed for their immense
journey. A date with
destiny propels their
mighty wings to fly an
ancient course south,
where warmth away
from winter will sustain
them until spring. Now,
though, they must rest
and renew for a day or
two until the life spirit
lifts them once again

to the top of the wind
and they become part
of the river of sky.

A COLD BLUSH

Gold is a forgotten
color now, as snow
begins to take away
even the gray of the
lay of the land. Ice
crystals form perfect
patterns on flakes

flat and thin as shards
of unforgiving glass.
A final gasp of light
screams through a
crack in the clouds
and makes the frigid
air dance with reflected
sparkles, as a blush
spreads along the hard
horizon. The sun is
embarrassed by it’s
weakened ability to
warm the earth.

November 2021 Your Country Neighbor




AKRS EQUIPMENT A

AKRS

JOHN DEERE EQUIPMENT

Find a location nearest you

i =

AKRS.com/locations

gt A
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VISIT usin Auburn or Syracuse and see our Inventory of John Deere Eqmpment

Little Boys can have Little Toyé to rnatch the Big Toys the Big Boys have.

Delzel Hall at Peru State College, Peru, Nebraska Lew1s & Clark Vlsltor S Center Nebraska Clty
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1617 Central Ave. Auburn $325 000

merican
fDream

REAL FESTATE COMPANY

NEW LISTING

- . =.|_
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Turnkey Business Opportunity.

Steakhouse & Lounge, with Gazebo and 4 rental units. _ﬂ 3

- : = 103 E Street, Aubum 21120 Street, Aubum 529,500 814 Contral Avenue 75,000

1_223 Q St Auburn $625 ,000 This is vacant land on One bathroom, single family home. Commercial Lot
ST approx. 1.92 acres. 520 square feet 2257 x 140°

28-Room Motel 1nclud1ng
2 bed/2 bath living quarters with open floor plan.

Both for $900,000 = $50,000 discount!

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let
The American Dream
Real Estate Company

73241 6368 Ave, Aubum $125.000 703 13th St Aubun _ $149.900 509 Oregon St., Peru  $24,900
Approx. 4 Acres, Older “Sears Kit” 5 bed, 2 bath updated kitchen, for- 1 bed/1 bath investment prop-

be your first choice. house w/elec hookup only. Storage mal dining room, main floor laun- erty located in Peru. Occupied
402-274-4410 buildings, garden plot, fruit trees.  dry/bath. 2-car detached garage. all but 2 months of last 7 years.
| gs, garden p ry garag y
Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557 820 Central Avenue Auburn, Nebraska 68305
Carla Mason, Broker ....... 274-1817 SereRrUny www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com A

Carefree Living!

eyalentino’s

Apply at your

Nebraska City Valentino’s!
402-873-5522

Low Income

One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

« Utilities Paid * Appliances Furnished
+ Building Security -+ Laundry Facility
* Assigned Parking - Activity Room & Librarv

Hiring All Positions

Flexihle Schedule

Valentino’s is an Va"ey VlEWApartmentS Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00 ~
equal opportunity employer. (High Rise) * 1017 H Street » Auburn, NE (402) 274-4525
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Inspiring Interlude
Janet Sobczyk, © 2021, Omaha

An overnight stay just a half hour away

close to home but felt good to roam

a small town with a main street to walk down

blue and white signs marked its historic times

an artistic metal fence with sculpted events

modern buildings mixed with old ones well fixed
new library and fire house, trucks waiting stationary
a bar and grill where Husker fans were thrilled.

After we dined on prime rib and pie it was time
to enjoy the reason we came, a grand dame
standing proud on a corner lot, the perfect spot
to oversee the town’s affairs and be

a respite for tourists and family to stay a bit.

Her 4th generation lavished rejuvenation

saving the best, restoring the rest

providing gentle care to guests who come unaware
it’s like sleeping in a museum, keeping

safe under a quilt dreaming of when she was built
and how, long ago, they endured freezing cold

and beastly heat, sheltered by her walls.

The magnitude of their fortitude makes me feel small
with our reliance on electricity and technology

our need for phones, instead they honed

skills long gone, secrets to survival beyond

our comprehension, not understanding their apprehension
about making it through the winter, baking

the scent of meals and woodstove smoke into her bones.

New smells help us wake, tried not to be late

for a delicious breakfast, listening to others’ ambitious
plans for the day, when we just wanted to stay
conversing about the past, gratitude to hosts dispersing.

While cars were packed, on the balcony I sat
mesmerized by birds, without a word
contemplating their oasis, so many places
‘round a small pond with feeders for eaters
tiny and shy, sparrows quick to fly

at the smallest sound, not earthbound

flit to a fence, appreciating providence.

As we drove on by I thought, So should I.

With gratitude to Gordon and Linda Mueller,
owners of the Oft B and B in Bennington, NE.

12 November 2021 Your Country Neighbor

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson, Auburn

I was having lunch recently with a friend who is also a gardener and likes to
travel, as Hubby and I do. We were lamenting the incompatibility of those
two activities. It’s risky to take extended trips during the growing season lest
weeds, raccoons, lack of rain, heat or over-ripe produce wreak havoc while
we are gone. But even after the active growing season is over, there is still
the risk of loss.

I refer to frost. It is the third week of October, so frost is to be expected based
on historical data. But, based on the five-day forecast, NO frost was predict-
ed for Auburn this week. So, we took no precautions three days ago when we
left for a week in St. Joseph with our grandkids.

When I got up this morning and realized the temperature here was down to
35 degrees, I had a bad feeling about conditions back home. I checked the
weather for Auburn and sure enough, it was only 28 degrees with a frost
warning in effect for nine hours! How did that happen, Mr. Meteorologist??!!

Hubby’s bell peppers may be doomed. Not only are they out in the open, but
the garden is in a low spot in our yard. The peppers were extremely slow this
year and were finally looking promising when we left. I fear there will be
nothing but mushy blobs hanging from the plants when we get home. There
could be an upside to that. Hubby might give up on peppers, like he finally
did on sweet corn after it got blown over three years in a row. More room for
something different. Potatoes would be more of a sure bet. Or maybe some-
thing a bit more exotic, like eggplant.

I have moved several houseplants back inside already, but there are more
still out on the patio and in the screened porch. They are relatively hardy and
are in a protected area that gets morning sun, so I’m not too concerned about
them. Frankly, if a couple of them have frozen, I won’t shed too many tears.
It’s a bit of a nuisance to get them all rounded up together for my “plant sit-
ter” to water while we take 3-week winter trips.

We typically compile a list of to-dos as we prepare for a trip, but this time I
barely remembered to stop the newspaper and hold the mail the morning of
our departure. Maybe it’s time to develop a permanent comprehensive list.
We’ve already conceded that notations on the calendar are not adequate to
remind us of appointments and other obligations. The number of sticky notes
on the kitchen cabinet doors testifies to that.

We have another longer trip coming up soon, so I’d better start that list to-
day!



PERU CITY NEWS

Plein Air Artist shows Peru Coftee Shop Excitement Student Life
through h]S eyes. by Angela Allgood by Ean Miller, Sophomore at PSC

by Angela Allgood As you pull into Peru, our old car wash As fall inevitably gives way to winter

If you were walking around downtown is going to be a quaint coffee shop! Yes, I at Peru State, there is something in the
Peru on September 29th you may have said old car wash AND coffee shop! air beyond the falling oak leaves- COV-
noticed a gentleman in a floppy-rimmed TR ID-19. Nearly two years after the begin-
brown hat sitting and painting. ning of the pandemic, the effects are still
felt, but deafened for students at Peru.
While the days of mandatory weekly
testing and extreme sanitation measures
are mostly gone, one thing remains.
Masks are still required to attend classes

That man was Tim Hantula from Blair.
He was one of the Plein Air Painters that
the Auburn Arts and Events invited to
their Plein Air Paint Out!

e

This was Tim’s first year doing the Plein ~ Preston and Sylvie Shires feel this is a and enter many buildings on campus,
Air Paint Out in Auburn. He said he has ~ service to the community, the surround-  despite if one has gotten the vaccine or
focused on Plein Air Art for the last three 1ng area, and the college students. Mr. not. While controversial, this is not a big

(3) years and has really focused on it this  Shires said, “...providing a place where surprise to many after masks were com-
lqst year. He said t.he'pandemlc presented residents, farmers, and others can gather  monplace everywhere last year.
him with “farm painting’. for a morning coffee would be nice.”

But more has changed this year- Peru’s

j ' >>>>>> :
Continued on page 15 >>>>>> Continued on page 15 football program has finally received
. fter being heavily re-
Amen! Why woodworking? A propet seasoll @
%, Jeremiah Villeneuve g stricted for the season last year due to the
by Angela Allgood y

pandemic- and this season has shown a

) ) You could say, sawdust is in my blood. Our favorable result for the Bobcats, which
Northridge Church has been holding family has been providing services around no doubt increases school spirit among

services at the Peru City Hall since last the globe for generations helping others build 1 .
.. . o : : newer students who didn’t get to experi-
fall. Although the congregation is thank-  their dreams while impacting the communi- .
ence such events in the past year. Other

ful for a temporary place to worship, the ties around them. From a very young age, | :
members cannot wait until their church is /2 Working with my hands (Plastic hammers,  events include plays, shows, and other

finished beine built. Th . wooden blocks, and Lincoln logs), to receiving  student events that would likely not have

nished being duilt. There are currently my first “real” hammer and handsaw from my happened in the year of 2020, and with
-qiueneuve many studepts e.llready having antibodies
or the vaccine, it seems that the effects of
the virus itself have been lessened.

about 30 people that attend services regu-  dad.
larly and the church being built should

Is the mask situation optimal? Most stu-
dents would tell you that it is not. How-
ever, with the increased freedoms and
_ Wﬂﬂdwm'ks flexibility after what was a restricted year
pronep R With woodworking, I’ve been wanting to start 11 2020, it only seems fair to say that this
. business for a long time... but needed that year has surpassed the last for students
Northridge Church started through a . :

g u ug push. Sally McAdams helped provide that at Peru, and as the school year continues,

Sabetha, Kansas and is a ne‘t'work of push each day that I would talk with her at the many students hope this trend will con-
churches throughout the region. They are  cafe. She was seeing the hand carved stuff I've tinue
a part of the Southern Baptist Conven- '

tion.

Continued on page 16 >>>>>>
Continued on page 14 >>>>>> November 2021 Your Country Neighbor 13



<<<<< Amen! Continued from page 13 Steamboat Trace Update

The Pastor of the Northridge Church by Peggy Groff
in Peru is Pastor Daniel Hutchison. He
grew up in Kansas City. He was on staff
with a campus ministry at Kansas State
University who focused sharing the goo
news of Jesus with international students.
He and his wife were “planning on going
to East Asia as missionaries, but strong
government crackdown on Christianity
had made it nearly impossible for them

A Steamboat Trace committee consisting of two people from Brownville, two people
from Peru, two people from Nebraska City, and one person from Auburn has been

q formed to collaborate with the Nemaha NRD on updates, progress, and concerns for
the trail.

Peggy Groff and Jeremiah Villeneuve will represent Peru. Jeremiah and Peggy will
be focusing on efforts to restore the area at the Peru Trailhead.

Peggy Groff has reached out to the NRD, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, Nebraska

to go”.
8 Forest Service, and Peru City Council and received positive support from each
You can join services of Northridge group.
Church on Sunday at 10:00 am at 614 5th ' ' '
Street in Peru (City Hall). Jeremiah and Peggy are looking for volunteers who would like to serve on a subcom-

mittee to restore the Peru Trailhead. Call Peggy at 402-414-2082 or email peggy-

Let’s welcome Northridge Church and its groffl 7@gmail.com for more information.

members to Peru.

Peru Tree Project

Peru’s Little Library! by Stephen Hassler
by Angela Allgood

On Wednesday, October 13, the Nebraska Forest Service and Statewide Arboretum
worked together with Peru volunteers to do a tree inventory in Peru. The results of
the inventory and other information will be available at an upcoming meeting at Peru
City Hall. No date has been set yet for this meeting.

If you have not been inside the gazebo
downtown, you have to go! Inside is a
cute little library commemorating the

Tuesday Literary Club’s 100th anniver- On Thursday, October 21, Steve Bartels, and Ken Hatten from the NRD, Justin Ev-
sary! The Tuesday Literary Club wanted  ertson from the Forest Service, and Peggy Groff from Peru, were joined by student
to give back to the community and “get  volunteers from Peru State College in order to plant trees at locations in Peru.
books into the hands of people”. When — EFreiEdy || ==——=u= =

talking with DiAnna Loy, she said that

any books can be put down there and the
books can be taken home and read by
anyone. Kids and adults both.

Peggy directs volunteers to various
locations in Peru for tree planting.

Loy mentioned that there are a lot of
people that helped make this project hap-
pen. Mid-America Structures made the
house the books are in, Amber Schutte
Barnett painted the structure and the
signs, both Jim Nevitt and DiAnna Loy
donated benches, Andi Sherman painted
the benches, and the Mainstreet Bank of
Peru gave permission to let the gazebo PSC celebrated “Giving Day” on the 21st, and
Continued on page 16 >>>>>> the project was a student-community service project.

This group planted five trees at the Peru
Depot Trailhead on the Steamboat Trace.
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<<<<<<< Plein Air Artist Continued from page 13

Hantula was in Peru for a couple of hours and his painting is
pictured below.

He said he enjoyed Peru. He respected small towns that could
hold their historic look.

The weekend was very productive for Hantula. He entered
three paintings to be judged and won two awards. Hantula won
the Artists’ Choice for the Julian grain elevator and Honorable
Mention for “Steamboat in a Sea of Grass”.

Last year the artists painted in Auburn and this year, they were
in Johnson, Auburn, Peru, Julian, and Brownville, Coryell Park
and Kennedy Orchard & Vineyard.

I spoke with Leslie Clark, Director of Auburn Arts and Events.
The Nemaha County Leadership Class 6 did Honeybees in the
Heartland and Clark was so excited that program went well
that she wanted to expand art in Nemaha County. That is how
“Auburn Strokes Plein Air Paint Out” began. It is in it’s second
year and Clark couldn’t be more proud of how it is going. You
could tell she was excited because the whole time I was talking
to her, she was smiling and talking with such love and enthusi-
asm for the program.

Clark said that she loved seeing towns from a painters eye.
She said the we get bored and stale with the beauty of our
home towns but a painter can come in and see/show us the
beauty all over again! And yes, she was still smiling!

As of this article’s publication date, Clark was still working

on the finances of the artists’ auction. She did state the artists
receive 75% and the Auburn Arts & Events receive 25% of the
commissions made from the auction. Clark said the money will
be used to make the Plein Air Paint Out bigger and better each
year.

<<<<<<< Coffee Cafe Continued from page 13

The Bookshire will open in 2022. The earliest we can see it
open is January, however, it may even be late August depend-
ing on what challenges they meet along the way. And they are
running into challenges.

The Bookshire will be a sit-down and drive-thru coffee shop
that also serves as a tea shop and will have baked goods, soup,
and sandwiches. They plan on being open early morning hours
until after lunchtime. However, they may extend hours if need
be and they will be open for special events hosted by the city
of Peru and Peru State College.

The Bookshire will also have a variety of retail items like cof-
fee mugs, jewelry, tea pots, dishes, etc. Shires also mentioned
the coffee shop will seat 40-45 people and will have electrical
outlets for laptops and counter space to do homework while
sipping an espresso. There will be a small conference room
with a TV monitor for eight or so people where students or
groups can gather.

When asked how they came up with the name, “The Book-
shire,” Shires said that in England Preston and his wife dis-
covered the take-or-borrow book pubs, where the old Anglo-
Saxon name for ‘county’ was ‘shire.” So the name suggests a
county full of books. The word also evokes a rural setting, like
we have in Nemaha County. Finally, and perhaps obviously,
there’s the connection with our name, Shires, and with books,
which we write.”

Shires mentioned that when they first open, it will be he and
his wife working as well as family members, however, keep
your resume on hand! They will need baristas and people with
drive-thru experience.
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St. Clara S Cathohc Church
604 6th Street

Pastor Fr. Timothy Danek
Mass - Sunday 8:30 am

Confessions - Sunday 8:00-8:20 am
Nov. 21st - 4:30 Mass at the Newman Center
followed by Thanksgivng dinner at
St. Clara’s for parishioners and students.

Peru Community Church B Northrldge Church

520 Nebraska Street 614 5th Street
Pastors Raymond & Rebecca Girard Pastor Daniel Hutchison
Services - Sunday 10:45 am Services - at Peru City Hall
Fall Festival November 3rd Sunday 10 am

Luncheon 11-2  Soup Supper 5-7

<<<<<< Library from page 14

shelter the library. Loy said for now the library
is on a temporary stand and Mid-America Struc-
tures plans on building a more permanent one.

Loy also mentioned that each month a volunteer
from the club will keep an eye on the library
and make sure it is stocked.

There is a little something in there for everyone!
Go check it out!

<<<<<< Woodworking from page 13
been doing on Facebook and mentioned I should start selling at craft fairs. The next week, she be-
came my first customer. From there, I slowly acquired tools through labor, family, coworkers, and
garage sales. I still am intimidated by not having the dream shop, but God willing he will continue
to provide while I make do with the blessings that surround me.

As it got closer to Christmas last year, I landed my first big order from a friend. She wanted three
walnut charcuterie boards! From that job, I was able to learn the limitations of my shop, find solu-
tions, network, and deliver a product I was proud of.

After drawing my logo, I took a poll on social media. From there, I recreated it on the computer. |
switched the pine tree to something more fitting for the place I call home. It’s one way to tie
together the oaks that blanket our community and a nice looking beard. If you would want to place
an order you can find me on Facebook, Instagram, and Tiktok at Villeneuve Woodworks. If you
are not tech savvy, you can reach me at 402-414-7563. Depending on the size of the order, I can
normally deliver a finished product in 1 to 4 weeks depending on the time of year. In mid Novem-
ber, you’ll be able to see my Beard balm, board butter, and charcuterie boards at Lone Tree Saloon
home decor and gifts located in Brownville. Thank you again for the continued support.

Little Library in the A view from 5th Street. One of Peru’s “Bees” is in Mainstreet Bank’s Garden.

Mainstreet Bank Gazebo.
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Peru State College News

Recently, 59 Peru State student
athletes were named to its
Spring ‘21 Dean’s List.

Ten of the thirteen athletic depart-
ment’s programs were represented with
at least one or more individuals on
the Dean’s List. In order to make Peru
State’s Dean’s List, a student must have
a grade point average between 3.50 and
3.99, have completed at least 12 graded
credit hours during the past semester,
have no incomplete grades for the semes-
ter, and be degree seeking.

For the complete release, please go to:
pscbobcats.com/news/2021/8/25/base-
ball-bobcat-student-athletes-make-peru-
states-spring-2021-deans-list.aspx

2021-22 Peru State
Women’s Basketball Preview

The Peru State women’s basketball
program is looking to improve in 2021-
22 season from their 6-16 overall record
and a 4-13 mark in the Heart of America
Athletic Conference (Heart) last season.
The program is under a new leader as lan
Holleran was named the head coach last
spring.

In the 2020-2021 season, there was a
lot of uncertainty whether games would
be played, rescheduled, or cancelled. In
addition, there was as a lot of uncertainty
surrounding who would be able to play
game in and game out due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

For the 2021-22 season, it is look-
ing like a much more normal season to
what everyone expects a college basket-
ball season to be like. Peru State has 32
games.

The first Heart contest will be at home
on Nov. 23 when the Clarke Pride visits
the confines of the Al Wheeler Activity
Center for a 5:30 p.m. tipoft.

For the complete schedule go to:

pscbobcats.com

Most of the games will be available
via some type of live feed and live stats
with the links available on the schedule.

Fritz Stehlik Elected To
Peru State College Foundation Board

Fritz Stehlik, whose family has deep ties to Peru State College and to southeast
Nebraska, has been elected to the Peru State College Foundation Board of Directors.
He will serve a three-year term.

Stehlik, a 1974 Peru State graduate, is a shareholder and president of the Omaha
legal firm Gross & Welch, P.C., L.L.O. The Omaha resident grew up in Nebraska
City, where his family owned and operated Norman’s IGA for many years.

“I was very fortunate growing up working for my parents in the grocery store as
I learned business values and people skills,” Stehlik said. My father was a very suc-
cessful grocer and by allowing me to be involved in the business I was able to absorb
his business acumen and ethics.”

Married to the former Charlene Lutz, also a 1974 Peru State graduate, the Steh-
liks have five children, including daughter Jessica Hillebrandt, a Peru State alumnae.
Fritz also has several siblings who graduated from Peru State. He and Charlene have
long been active in Peru State’s Omaha Alumni Association, including serving as
president for the past four years.

Stehlik’s law degree is from the University of Nebraska College of Law. He has
been with Gross & Welch for 25 years.

“I was introduced to Fritz at the Omaha Alumni event this past summer,” noted
Peru State College Foundation Board Chair Jeff Greenwald. “After listening to his
comments from the podium, I knew from his passionate message how important the
College is to him and his family.”

The Peru State College Foundation is a private, non-profit corporation established
to solicit and receive charitable gifts in support of Peru State College and its stu-
dents, faculty and staff. Its office and staff are based on the Peru State College cam-
pus. With the addition of Stehlik, the current board has nine members who volunteer
their time and talents to the organization.

“I am very hopeful that my many years of business experience and legal practice
coupled with my passion for Peru State College will allow me to be a positive mem-
ber of the board and a significant contributor,” Stehlik said.

Peru State Athletics to Host Fall Craft Festival

The Peru State athletic department will be hosting its first-ever Fall Craft Show the first week-
end in November in conjunction with its final home football game.

The Fall Festival will be held, Saturday, November 6, in the Al Wheeler Activity Center. It will al-
low Bobcat fans and others in the region to get a jump on their holiday shopping.

The festival will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event will be held alongside a pair of other ac-
tivities on the College’s campus that day.

Spots are still available for area entrepreneurs, crafters, and/or anyone wanting to show and sell
their crafts. A booth will be ten (10) foot wide by eight (8) foot deep and will come with one eight
(8)-foot table and two (2) chairs. Setup will be available the night before, Friday, Nov. 5, from 5
p.m. to 9 p.m., or the morning of the event starting at 7 a.m. Student-athletes will be on site to as-
sist in unloading and loading. The cost of a booth is only $25.

Payment can be made by cash or check and sent to Brenda Lutz, Peru State College, PO Box 10,
Peru, NE 68421. If sending check, please make them out to “Peru State College Foundation” and
put “Fall Festival” in the memo line.
For more information or to reserve your spot today, contact Brenda Lutz at
402-872-2350 or blutz@peru.edu.

It should be a great day with a number of built-in visitors due to the other events scheduled on

campus; Final Home Football Game, “Tours and Tailgate” activity for prospective atheletes, Senior

Day.
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AUG 28

MISSOURIVALLEY COLLEGE
PERU, NE - OAK BOWL

SEPT 4

@Fayette, MO

ocT 2
EVANGEL UNIV.
@5pringfield, MO

ocCT 16

CLARKE UNIV.
PERU, NE- OAK BOWL

CENTRAL METHODIST UNIV.

OCT 23
WILLIAM PENN UNIV.
wlskaloosa, 1A

SEPT 11

BENEDICTINE COLLEGE
PERU, NE - OAK BOWL

OoCcT 30

GRAND VIEW UNIV.
wDes Moines, 14

MHebrazka's First College » Establishe

SEPT 18

BAKER UNIV.
@Baldwin City, KS

GRACELAND UNIV.
PERU, NE - OAK BOWL
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inosPurchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and ‘ﬁlen‘t
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!
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$1.00 OFF ANY PURCHASE!!!

Use This Coupon For Up To 6 People!
Good Through December 31, 2021

Redeemable OnIy at Valentmo s in Nebraska City.

00 OFF ANY PURCHASE!!!

o
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Dine in!
Our Grand ltalian Buffet

Includes Pizza,
Salad & Dessert!

PLUS
Buy any pizza and
get a frozen pizza
'to go' for half price!

:Valentino’s of Nebraska City

402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410 i

1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

SEPT 25

MIDAMERICA NAZARENEUNIV.
HOMECOMING

PERU, NE- OAK BOWL

NOV 13

CULVER-STOCKTON COLLEGE
@Canton, MO

NOV 6

Pure Raw Honey

12 0Z. DEATS ..oveeereeereeeeeeee e $3.95
24 0Z. DEATS .vveeeereeeerereereeeeee e $7.50
51D, JUS crrrrreeressereeeess e snreeeees e $21.00
1 gallon jug (121bs.)...cevciciiicicicinees $49.00
5 gallon jug (60 1bS.)...c.cccureecrrecrrecrenen. $218.00
402 - 274 - 3725
Auburn, Nebraska
We Can Ship Any Amount
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