
November 2018 
Your

    Volume Nineteen, Number Eleven                                                                                                                                  November 2018     

Free

Peru State College Homecoming Football in the Oakbowl. Photos page 14. PSC Homecoming King & Queen.
Story on page 15.

A Magazine for Small Towns and Rural America

Inside
     “Guitar Poems”.................2
“Facinating Man””...............................2 
Parade Photos.............................4
         “Caffeine Musings”..............5
Photos of Civil War Reenactment..6 
Devon’s Poetry............................7
Goldenrod & Milkweed Photos....8
“It’s a Wonderful Life”..................9
“Diary of a Part-time Housewife”....10
Compare Medicare Part D for 2019..11
Vicki’s “A Gem of a Story” Part 2...12
       PSC Volleyball Photos.....13
       PSC Football Photos.......14
             PSC Homecoming News..15
PSC Football Schedule..............16
     VALENTINO’S COUPON! ...16

Country Neighbor
Auburn • Brownville • Cook • Falls City • Hiawatha • Johnson • Nebraska City • Peru • Rock Port • Sabetha • Syracuse • Tecumseh

Phone: 402-825-4371         Email: flatwater1@windstream.net

An art collection of vernacular expressions and cre-
ations reflecting the human spirit and the passion of 
common folk celebrating the diverse and universal
traditions of life’s experiences, ceremony and rituals...

Open Most Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
609 Main Street, Brownville, NE 68321

402-825-4371

Flatwater Folk Art Museum
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Guitar Poems
Steve Adams

Your Country Neighbor 
Voices and Views From the Valleys of the Nemaha

Publisher & Photographer, Stephen Hassler

Don’t know
Who he’s pretending to be
He ain’t no native
He ain’t no family

He came from the east
Or so I was told
He’s got that look
And it’s cold

He lives in a shack
On the edge of town
Ain’t nobody down there 
Going to mess him around
He’s got that look 
And it’s cold

He came from the east
Lives on the edge of town
Ain’t nobody down there
going to mess him around
He’s got that look
He’s got that look
And it’s cold

The Fascinating Man
By Janet Sobczyk, 2018

On vacation my husband, his brother, and I encountered 
the most fascinating person we’ve ever met. An interna-
tionally renowned artist whose original paintings have sold 
for millions of dollars. His tales of travel and his encoun-
ters with celebrities were spell-binding.

At first, we were skeptical. The stories were unbelievable. 
However, he encouraged us to google him, so I did. Right 
in front of him.

It was all there! His paintings, the book he’d illustrated, 
photos of him. We were drawn in, asking questions, 
amazed at his answers.

His stories of surviving a life-threatening illness as a child 
and overcoming a learning disability tugged at my educa-
tor’s heart. His descriptions of growing up as a minority 
were enlightening. His encounters with nature and wild 
creatures on land he inherited explained the subjects of his 
paintings.

The most interesting stories were about movie stars and 
directors. About owning four helicopters, having a genius 
son that’s an autistic savant, and a daughter who does 
makeup for stars in Hollywood.

We spent an enjoyable evening with him at a restaurant 
where he had planned to dine alone. He said, “I don’t 
know why I’m telling you all of this. I usually don’t talk 
much about myself.” But we were a rapt audience. In the 
end he treated us like old friends with hugs goodbye and 
invited us to his studio. We agreed to meet him the next 
morning.

His studio was in the tourist town’s main strip of stores. 
It was tiny and he explained the bulk of his life’s work (at 
age 73) was housed in two warehouses: one nearby, and 
one in London. He showed us prints of his famous paint-
ings and explained the stories in each one, pointing out 
hidden features in the scenery. He showed us ancient ar-
tifacts of his ancestors and a guitar that he’d used playing 
with a country music legend on tour. We spent a mesmer-
ized hour with him before getting on the road for home, 
with his business card in hand.

On the drive we discussed things he’d said, and I googled 
some more. The next day I stopped by the library to check 
out the book he’d illustrated. It wasn’t in the system so I 
requested it be ordered. They looked it up and let me know 
they couldn’t buy it. It cost $247 on Amazon. Whoa!

Continued on page  11   >>>>>>>>
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$15,450

2010 Nissan Armada SE2011 Chrysler 200 Touring

$7950

2009 Chev Traverse LTZ

Heavy Engine Repair
Transmission Repair

Alignments
Exhaust Repair

Brake Work

Call 402-274-2277                Visit www.BetterwayAutomotive.com
814 Central Ave.   Auburn, Nebraska 68305

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR -- ALL MAKES AND MODELS

$8750

2014 Dodge Durango SXT AWD

$22.500

 2007 Chevrolet HHR LT 2.2 L

$5750

2008 Dodge Caliber R/T

$6850

2008 Dodge Ram 1500 SLP

2015 Kia Sorento SX Limited

$23,750

 2007 Lincoln Signature Towncar

$4900

2011 Ford Edge AWD

$10,950

 2011 Chevrolet Malibu LT

$6450

2008 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT

$8750

$14,800

The Auburn High School Bulldogs played a night game in the PSC Oak Bowl.
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PSC Homecoming Parade, Peru, Nebraska
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Caffeine Musings
Merlin Wright

402-825-4601              702 Main Street                                   
www.whiskeyruncreek.com      Brownville, Nebraska  68321

November Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed & Thu 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Fri & Sat 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Whiskey Run Creek Winery
Coming Soon!

White Rum & Apple Spirits

Plan to join us during
Christmas in Brownville, December 1st
And Visit Us Throughout This Holiday Season
Select your Favorite Wines and Spirits
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years

KITCHEN KRIMES There are some combina-
tions of foods that just seem wrong. Do you like 
to eat sliced uncooked green peppers with one 
hand and plain cottage cheese from a bowl with 
a spoon using your other hand? A bit of sugar 
makes the cottage cheese better.
There is a seven layer salad recipe that calls for 
lettuce, onions, peas, celery, cheese, mayon-
naise and crumbled bacon. Part of the pleasure 
of the salad is the visual appearance. The ap-
pearance could be improved with a layer of 
sliced boiled eggs between two of the green lay-
ers. It however, would be less appetizing with 
only green items. Imagine layers of lettuce, 
peppers, peas, celery, chopped onion tops, pick-
les and pickled green beans.
Just as pregnant women need more of certain 
nutrients, bicycle riders do also. It is good to 
eat something every ten miles. Darlene says it 
would be cheaper to drive the car. One common 
food for cyclists is bread and peanut butter. An 
item to add to the peanut butter sandwich might 
be a pickle or a banana. There is a cafe on 
South street in Lincoln that serves Gooberburg-
ers. Peanuts are sometimes called goober peas 
and a grilled hamburger topped with one or two 
tablespoons of peanut butter is a Gooberburger. 
Peanut butter is also a tasty condiment for hot 
dogs. Another popular condiment for a hot dog 
is sauerkraut.

Most people have a fondness for strawberry 
jam added to a peanut butter sandwich. A good 
friend at church told me during coffee that she 
makes a good snack by spreading peanut but-
ter on bread and then sprinkling on sugar and 
cinnamon. Looking at the ingredients listed on 
food labels is revealing. My jar of peanut butter 
has sugar as the second item. Another [don’t 
knock it till you try it] additive for a peanut but-
ter sandwich is.......ketchup. Ketchup also con-
tains sugar. A bit of sugar makes it better.

People who are concerned about eating wild animal meat should 
avoid meat dishes at pot luck dinners. There are numerous hunters 
in southeast Nebraska who enjoy feeding people something such 
as groundhog that is similar to beef. There is an old retired school 
teacher who tells a story of how good tasting are House Sparrows 
when fried in butter. The cook at the school in Potter, Nebraska 
made chili using kangaroo meat but did not tell the students before 
they ate it and the cook does not work there now.

Thank you to a friend for the squash which was actually a spaghetti 
squash. Thanks to the internet for instructions on how to make it 
edible. No, I don’t want another. Just because it had long fibers that 
looked like spaghetti does not mean it tastes like that nor does it 
mean you should put pasta sauce on it. Brown sugar and butter has a 
good flavor and is a great way to eat even cardboard.

Until next month, keep the coffee perking. A bit of sugar makes it 
better. 
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   Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska

      Auburn  1901 N Street                        402.274.2444          

      Humboldt  713 4th Street                    402.862.2321

      Nebraska City  620 Central Avenue    402.873.3715

2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305
(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-Noon

MEDICARE PART D
OPEN ENROLLMENT

Until December 7

Stop by and ask us to help you 
review plans for 2019.

Flu Shots Available Now!
No Appointment Needed

Zero copay with most
Insurance plans

Cody’s

Pharmacy

www.codysusave.com
Like Us on Facebook @codysusavepharmacy

Happy Holidays from
HEARTHSIDE COUNTRY STORE!!

Hours: Mon. - Sat.     8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Phone & Fax: (785) 284-0303

E-mail: hearthside2494@att.net
www.hearthsidecountrystore.com

2494 200th Road
Sabetha, Kansas 66534

Follow us on facebook

2 MILES NORTH OF SABETHA, KANSAS ON HWY 75

Join us for our Holiday 
Open House November 16th & 17th

Order your Gift Baskets

Civil War Reenactors, Brownville, Nebraska
Autumn Days, October 13, 2108

Union Army Drummer Boy

Southern Soldiers Advancing.
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P o e t r y
b y  D e v o n  A d a m s

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS
Done from your
photographs.
Send to: 
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421
OR
buckskinz@windstream.net

 8x10  (mat size)    $25.00
11x14 (mat size)    $35.00
16x20 (mat size)    $55.00

Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site:  BuckSkinz.com

MOUSE MOTEL

There is a crack in the 
back of the screen door
that is just wide enough
for a tiny gray  body with
a skinny tail to squeeze
through.  Due to oodles
of rain, the wood had
swelled and split.  The
first cold night,  the mice
realized it was time to
move out of their cozy
grass cave under the
cedar tree.  Mom and
Pop and all their kids
lined up the next morning
and walked up the path
to the house.  With a wary
eye out for the cat with his
evil eyes, they checked out
every inch around the 
foundation.  Some old cracks
were plugged with caulk,
but then they found the
door.  They wiggled in and
took a tour of the basement.
“This’ll do fine,” Pop said.
“We’ll tell all our cousins and
our friends about this cheap
motel.”  And they did that.

DREAM WEEDS

After slogging through a
long, hard day of work 
and play and wishing 
for more time to do more
things, we fall asleep in
the recliners in front of
the TV sets.  The sound
is on, but it is invisible to
our ears as we keep busy
moving through fragments
of thoughts and dreams
that are not sleep and not
consciousness.  Elements
of our day come into play
and re-arrange themselves
with memories from our
childhoods, as parents and
siblings and old neighbors
mix with our current bosses
and in-laws and friends.  A
confusing set of events is
taking place as we become
more and more haphazard
in the journey through our
brains.  And then we come
awake, or something akin to
that.  We are in the deep 
weeds grown from our own
experiences and sometimes
we can’t fight our way out of
them for hours and hours.

A LITTLE HOUSE

It is a two-story house
with a tiny top floor on
top of the second story.
So it’s really three stories.
But the real story is about
the people who live there.
They have two cars that
park in the garage behind 
the house.  A big porch
wraps around the front
and side of the house,
and it has three steps.
The front door opens into
a hall that leads to the 
stairs that go up to rooms
for sleeping. Windows 
are like big square eyes, 
and floors are polished 
oak. There is a huge 
fireplace with a chimney 
reaching higher than the 
highest shingle.  Then 
there are the little people 
who live on all these 
floors and step up and 
down the stairs.  They 
wear bright colors and 
have joints in their arms 
and legs, but they are toys!  
The little girl who loves 
them makes them real.

WEEKEND WARS

They are all small nations,
out there on the trampled
turf. Their warriors go 
screaming into battle with
blood pounding in their
brains and destruction
written in their faces. It
is football season again,
and time for all the couch
platoons to prepare for 
battle with super snacks
and drinks that come in
liter bottles, or in smaller
bottles, or in shot glasses.
They will watch the teams
on screen go through ups
and downs and they will
go up and down with them,
with emotions at the limit
of safety, blood pressures
rising and tempers, joy 
and sadness seemingly 
out of control, until it’s all 
over. Monday morning will 
come calling too soon, and 
battle will be suspended 
until next weekend.

HARD FREEZE

Sometimes it comes
early and kills flowers
still lovely and full, or
it comes late and has
millions of leaves left
to pick with icy fingers.
It is confusing to cross 
into November when
trees are still wearing
autumn clothes, when
grass is more green
than brown, and when
Halloween was warm
enough for no jackets.
But, sooner or later, it
will come and remove
any doubt that there
will be a winter.  And
that will happen when
it has slipped your mind
to drain the hose, check
the antifreeze, turn the
rain gauge upside down,
and pick the last of the
roses.  The ice accepts
no excuses and refuses
to reverse the damages.

HELLO YELLOW!

Winter is coming 
on a fast train from
Santa’s back yard,
and evenings are
dark sooner every 
day, not to mention 
the late mornings,
which are hiding
under the covers
until they are forced
to show themselves
through breaks in
the low, gray clouds.
So, in retaliation, I 
bought sunshine 
bright paint. It isn’t 
gaudy at all, not a
flash that slaps at
your eyes, but soft
creamy butter that
soothes the soul.
When a lamp is lit, 
walls reflect the
mellow and rooms
feel like warm
blankets draped
on your shoulders.
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Milkweed pod bursting in the dry air.One of the varieties of Goldenrod.

 

(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941

(S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50  
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241

Large Enough To Accommodate You,
Small Enough To Appreciate You.

(S) ’12 John Deere 825i Gator, 230 hrs, power steering, radio, windshield, roof.........$11,500
(S) ’15 John Deere 625i Gator, 460 hrs, windshield, roof, bench seat..............$7,900
(S) ’12 John Deere X360, 101 hrs, 48” deck, power steering, power deck lift...$2,600
(S) ’17 New Holland Boomer 50, 643 hrs, mfwd, 3 spd hydro, R4 tires..........$28,200
(S) ’15 JD 54” front blade for 1025R tractor, has hyd angle and hyd lift............$1200
(S) ’90 JD 322, 1550 hrs, 50” deck, 49” snowblower, yanmar 3 cyl..................$2,200
(S) ’95 JD 425, 1157 hrs, 54” deck, 54” front blade, pwr steering.....................$2,450
(A) ’09 JD X304, 362 hrs, 42” deck...................................................................$1,850
(A) ’08 JD X324, 1154 hrs, 48” deck, AWS........................................................$1,900
(S) ’09 JD Z820A, 1914 hrs, 60” deck, 25 HP...................................................$2,900
(S) ’15 JD Z960R, 192 hrs, 72” deck, 31HP kawaski…….................................$9,850
(S) ’02 JD GX345, 844 hrs, 54” deck, power lift……....................................….$1,980
(A) JD D105, 278 hrs, 42” deck, new transmission…..........................................$880
(S) ’98 Sabre 1438, 38” deck, 5 speed transmission………................................$450
(S) ’09 JD 620I, 560 hrs, bucket seats, steels wheels, roof..............................$5,900
(S) ’12 Frontier WC1103, wood chipper, used once, 3” capacity……...........….$2,500
(S) ’13 JD 825i Gator, 140 hrs, camo, alloy wheels, roof, bucket seats.......$13,200
(S) ’12 JD 568 Round Baler, twine, wrap, hyd, Megawide pick up.............$26,900

STUTHEIT IMPLEMENT COMPANY

Visit us in Auburn or Syracuse and check out our lineup of
Deere equipment for all your harvestng requirements.

Choose your Christmas gifts from John Deere Big Farm toys. Many lights and sounds, like the real thing, only smaller.
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www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let

The American Dream
Real Estate Company

be your first choice.

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557                     
Carla Mason, Broker .......274-1817

402-274-4410
820 Central Avenue                         Auburn, Nebraska 68305

72791 638 Ave.           $75,000
10.47+/- acres 1/4 mile from town. Work-
shop, barn. Older home needs attention 
or removed. Terrific buiding location.

2404 L Street              $129,500
2 bed, 1 1/2 bath, family room 
in part. fin. basement, large lot.

1907 26th Street         $125,000
Nice 4 bed, 2 bath home has been 
freshly painted. Huge family room, HVAC 
new in 2016. Large lot on edge of town.

1202 14th Street          $68,000
2-bed, 1 1/2 bath, new roof, win-
dows, siding, 1-car attch. garage.

Acreage in Verdon

814 13th Street          $109,900
3 bed, 2 bath updated brick 
home. Gas fireplace, jetted tub.

This one has it ALL!!! Approx 1.57 +/- secluded acres, with a 
beautiful, peaceful view! Home has 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths 
on main level plus another legal bedroom, a non-conforming 
bedroom, and 3/4 bath in lower walk-out level. Gorgeous, fully 
updated kitchen and master suite. Main floor also has formal 
dining room. Beautiful sunroom right off kitchen, large living 
room and tons of storage, and 2 car attached garage. Lower lev-
el includes it’s own full kitchen, family room, wet bar, tv room, 
and oversized 2-car attached garage. Deck area, tiled patio, fire 
pit, and raised deck for yard swing. Lots of mature landscaping. 
View more photos at our website for this ONE OF A KIND home!

JUST LISTED 

990 Nemaha Street      $40,000
3 bed, 1 bath, newer fur-
nace, 2-car heatd garage.

NEW LISTING in HUMBOLDT

64814 711 Road, Verdon              $243,000

             NEW LISTING

Paid for by Nemaha County Visitor’s Committee

 • Utilities Paid
 • Building Security
 • Assigned Parking
 

 • Appliances Furnished
 • Laundry Facility
 • Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Low Income
One  Bedroom  Apartment 

Beautiful View

Carefree Living!

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

  (402) 274-4525
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THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

-For All Your Family
 Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant

(402) 274-5106

916 Central Avenue      Auburn, NE 68305                     

peggy.kuser@cpa.com

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag

SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

                           1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512                       AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

Income Tax Services

As you know, I am a part-time housewife. So, that means I’m also a part-time “some-
thing else.” For purposes of this month’s column, I’m writing as a part-time volunteer 
on a City board in Auburn, Nebraska. I hope you don’t mind if I enlist your help this 
month with a question I’ve been wrestling with as a member of that board.

I was recently involved in a conversation about community development. The phrase 
“sense of place” came up, as in small communities that project a sense of place are 
doing well. Apparently some survey or research has revealed that people who work 
in fields that permit them to live most anywhere, are choosing the place they want to 
live, and then finding a way to make a living in that place. Instead of locating primar-
ily for the sake of a job, these people locate for the sake of the place.

Several small towns in Nebraska and Iowa were mentioned as examples of communi-
ties with a sense of place. It bears noting that at least some of these towns were once 
considered purely “rural,” but, thanks to metropolitan expansion, they are now within 
commutable distance of the outskirts of Lincoln, Council Bluffs or Omaha. This is an 
advantage that Auburn does not have. 

That being said, there is still potential for Auburn to project a sense of place. But first, 
one has to understand what that phrase means.

I figured the best way to assess Auburn’s sense of place was to ask someone else’s 
opinion. So, I said to Hubby, “Do you feel a sense of place living in Auburn?” Now, 
I knew before I asked that Hubby was going to need some sort of definition of that 
phrase in order to answer the question. But, how to explain it?

It’s more than quality of life, which encompasses primarily material things like cost 
of living, availability of desirable housing, recreation and entertainment options, good 
health care and educational services, adequate shopping, and of course, jobs.

All of these things are generally considered necessary for an economically viable 
community. But how do they relate to a sense of place? To me, sense of place depends 
more on emotional or psychological appeal or on a natural or man-made environment 
that gives it a distinct character.

One need only look a few miles east to Brownville to see the difference between sense 
of place and those quality-of-life features mentioned earlier. This village of only about 
150 people has natural beauty plus historical and artistic attractions, but very little else 
in the way of quality-of-life amenities. Brownville’s assets  generate economic activ-
ity and, perhaps more importantly, they drive community involvement and create a 
shared sense of purpose and belonging.

So, back to my question for Hubby. After doing my best to explain sense of place, he 
responded that he didn’t think Auburn projected much of one. Hubby is a pretty con-
crete thinker so I suspect his response was tied to the physical appearance of the town. 
When I think of it that way, and take into consideration our downtown with its mul-
tiple empty store-fronts, I would have to say that the sense of place being projected is 
the sense of a dying place. 

But, Auburn is not dying. We are holding our own population-wise and I think we 
would score fairly well on most quality-of-life measures. But, if remaining viable 
means getting on board with the trend of  projecting a compelling sense of place, then 
we may have some work to do.

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson
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For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment     Utilities Included
• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday 
(402) 274-3614         2000 N St.,  Auburn, Nebraska 

All Makes & Models
•  Collision Work • Body Work
•  Frame Repair • Welding
•  Glass Installation

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

Drive Safely!

I emailed his website to thank him for the time he spent with us and to sug-
gest that he get his stories written down, either as a biography or a memoir. 
An interesting reply arrived the next day from the manager of the website. 
She explained that she maintains the site in an effort to warn people who try 
to contact him that he isn’t just an artist, he’s a con artist, too. His work is 
not famous or valuable and he’s bilked people (herself included) out of big 
money “investing” in his prints. And his amazing life is all made up.

Initially I was shocked, but then I thought, “Well, our first reaction was that 
his stories were unbelievable.” And they really were! It just goes to show 
how an image can be created on the internet to establish credibility.

Two weeks later we’re still amazed. We’ve told our friends and family about 
this encounter and someone asked, “How much did you get taken for?” 

My husband replied, “Not a cent.” 

But truthfully, he never pushed us to buy. Maybe he could tell from getting 
to know us over dinner that we weren’t good prospects. After all, our big 
purchase from that vacation was cherry pancake syrup and salt water taffy 
for the kids.

<<<<<<<<   Continued from page 2
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A Gem of a Story -- Unbelievable, but True!

Who do you know that needs a Guardian Angel?

Professional caregivers assisting seniors and their families. 

Our staff of professional caregivers 
are available a few hours a week, or 
24-7. We provide care for your senior 
loved ones when you can’t be there.

402-414-0700              www.guardian-angels.us
5600 South 48th Street Suite 118       Lincoln, Nebraska 68516

Use this coupon for a free care consultation.
Now serving Southeast Nebraska

(The story so far....I met a tough prospector gal on the West Coast, and we soon became friends.  
Things became more complicated when Diane found an amazing rock while prospecting.  The 
stone turned out to be a gemstone—a rare Emerald with fossils inside.  But getting the stone “cer-
tified” proved to be more difficult than we imagined.) 
**********************************
The Smithsonian Institute showed great interest in our photos of the Emerald—which made Diane 
and I feel ecstatic—but soon Diane and I ran into a streak of bad luck!  

Diane got slammed in the head with a heavy trunk lid, giving her a mild concussion.  Meantime, I 
got T-boned in my car while turning into a parking lot.  One side of my Honda got crunched.  It’s a 
miracle that the car was still drive-able, but the thing looked like Heck!

Needless to say, our mishaps threw us for a loop, but soon we got back on track.

“Don’t worry about your car!” Diane said.  “We’ll get you another car when the Emerald sells.  
In the meantime, we’ve got to head for southern California to the biggest Gem Institute in the 
country!  The Emerald has to be certified before we can show it to the Smithsonian or anyone else!  
We’ve got to go to SoCal, Vic!”

Now folks—traveling through heavy LA traffic was not what I wanted to do!  Driving a crunched-
up car with a “priceless” fossilized emerald—taking it to the most affluent Institute in America 
was the last thing I wanted to do!  What risks we were taking! 

I spent an hour crying about it before I finally made up my mind to go.  I dreaded the trip—but 
there was no way around it.  

Diane and I set out late in the evening since it was the only way we could avoid the heavy Los 
Angeles traffic.  At two o’clock in the morning, I drove through LA while Diane snoozed in the 
back seat.  I maneuvered between big rigs and caffeinated Californians, sweating my way through 
the heavy construction that plagued 6 lanes of Interstate.  

It was dreadful for me, but Diane slept through it all.

Somehow, my smashed-up car survived the trip, and we arrived at our destination about 8:30 in 
the morning.  The Gem Institute was huge and scary.  It was ringed by guard houses, locked gates, 
electric fences and unsmiling guards.  Diane wasn’t intimidated in the least.  She never is. 

As soon as we pulled up to the guard house, Diane immediately jumped from the back seat—pop-
ping out like a jack-in-the-box.

The guard looked so startled, he nearly drew his gun. “Get back in the car!” he barked.  “Get back 
in the car!”  He was dead serious.  Diane complied with his instructions, but wasn’t happy about 
such treatment.

Things only got worse when we walked into the gleaming halls of the towering edifice.  The 
Security was as tight as Fort Knox—and for a good reason!  This place was full of magnificent 
treasures!...Gemstones and gold and diamonds that beggared the imagination. 

It made me feel small and scruffy—but not Diane!  She was in her element.  As a hardened pros-
pector, she wasn’t about to be intimidated by anyone!  She marched up to the front desk and let 
her presence be known! 

The officials on duty looked at us skeptically like we’d crawled out from under a rock—and by 
now, we certainly looked like we had!  They immediately began giving us the run-around, which 
only made Diane more prickly. They weren’t taking us and our precious gemstone seriously—that 
was obvious!  We were just hicks from the sticks with a chunk of “green glass”, and they had no 
time for us!

But finally, they began to cooperate. Diane made sure of that!  They took photos of our I.D’s.  
They made us sign paperwork....They took our pictures and put badges on us.  Then they marched 
us here and there.  Up and down stairs...taking us behind locked doors. 

More guards with guns.  More security checks.  More cameras following our every move.  Every-
one eyed us narrowly as if we were Bandidos who had come to rob the place. 

We soon grew weary of it all—but the greatest insult came at the end of our journey to the top 
floor.  After a great deal of rigmarole they handed us an envelope containing the stone’s ‘Analysis’ 

and sent us on our way. 

We stared at the ‘Analysis’ in dismay and astonishment.  These “experts” had hardly glanced at 
the gemstone!  They were calling it “Manufactured Glass”.   They had done NONE of the required 
tests for which we’d paid $200!  

The “certificate” was basically blank—which showed us how very little they thought of us or our 
Emerald.

We were livid.  But how could we argue with anyone as prestigious as the Institute?  We were 
back to square one, and had no idea what to do next. 

We finally left the Institute and went to a nearby mall.  We walked into a Jeweler’s shop.  There, 
we received a warm reception.  The people there put the gemstone under a microscope and were 
instantly fascinated.  They said the gemstone had all the requirements of an Emerald.  The ancient 
fossils inside the stone were obvious to anyone who took the time to examine it closely. 

They were so kind.  The people at the Jewelry shop assured us that the Institute had failed to do an 
adequate job,  but unfortunately, the Institution had the final say in “Certification”.

Diane and I got back in the car and drove home, filled with conflicting emotions.  What else could 
we do?  

Within the next few weeks, Diane got a hold of several people from a prestigious museum in the 
Midwest, and they took an interest in the Emerald.  Soon, they contacted the Institute in Southern 
California, and that’s when the sparks began to fly. 

By the time it was over, the President of the Institute apologized to Diane for not doing adequate 
research on the Emerald.  He offered to test the Emerald again for free, but by then Diane was too 
fed-up with them to comply.  She wanted nothing to do with the Institute!

So now, folks—to make a long story short—Diane is off on new adventures, taking the Emerald to 
places far and wide, planning new escapades in California.

And as for ME?  Well—you won’t believe it, but this ol’ Midwestern gal has finally come home to 
Nebraska after a full decade on the West Coast.  I’m home to stay!

I’ve got another car, now, and I’m back in the Barada Hills for good.  I’m with my kinsfolk and all 
that is near and dear.  I treasure them now more than ever!

The season is changing, folks, and the Barada Hills are aglow with gold and all kinds of color-
ful “gems”.  Emerald green, interspersed with topaz and the golden hues of ash trees, oaks, and 
cottonwood.  The fiery blaze of English Ivy and Staghorn Sumac.  They are a wonder to behold!  
Their beauty rivals every sparkling gem in the finest Jewelry Box!

Folks—although I’ve traveled far and wide and have seen unbelievable things in the last decade...
Although I’ve had many adventures that others can only dream of... And although I’ve nearly died 
more than once on my long and arduous journey... I’m glad to say that I’ve survived it all and 
made it safely home again!

And you know what? I’ve found the old saying to be so very true... “There is absolutely no place 
like Home!”
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PSC Volleyball
October 12thOctober 26th
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PSC Football, October 2018
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Peru State Reschedules Grand Opening of Performing Arts Center
Peru State College has announced that its late October grand opening for the Performing Arts Center has been postponed until 
Spring 2019. The College has tentatively identified Friday, May 3, 2019, as the date of the rescheduled event.

Dr. Dan Hanson, president of Peru State College, wrote the campus community, “Recent record rains have made it clear the 
Sesquicentennial Plaza will not be completed in time. We would like to celebrate as a community when the project is fully com-
pleted.”

Donors and key stakeholders were contacted about the change late last month. Postcards were sent to nearby residents in mid 
October.
 
Work continues inside the historic theatre. What will be remodeled into the Performing Arts Center was originally built in 1921 
and the theatre retains the sweeping curves of the time period. The new addition includes a new main and second floor lobby, 
costume and props workshops, dressing rooms, a green room, new bathrooms and an extended stage.

The Sesquicentennial Plaza will also be added to celebrate the College’s founding 150 years ago in 1867. The Plaza will host 
outdoor events and a Cat in the Hat bronze sculpture. The Cat in the Hat sculpture is in honor of the years of Dr. Seuss activities 
held on campus by Peru State education students.

New facades grace the western wall of the theatre. The facades, “Windows to the Past”, were sculpted by Jay Tschetter. They  
reflect photographs gathered for the sesquicentennial book project, “Nebraska’s First College”.

Whipple and Boshart crowned 2018 Homecoming Queen and King
Emily Whipple (Lincoln, NE) and Dan Boshart (Wood River, NE) were crowned Queen and King of the 2018 Homecoming court dur-
ing halftime of the Peru State College football game on October 6. The seniors were crowned by President Dan Hanson, First Lady Elaine 
Hanson and 2017’s Homecoming queen, Nichole Osborn (Omaha, NE). The winners were elected by the Peru State student body.
 

Photo of Dan Boshart and Emily Whipple on page 1.

Emily Whipple is majoring in Middle Grades Education with a mathematics endorsement and a minor in psychology. She is Captain of 
the Women’s Golf Team, where she was named a Google Cloud Academic All-America® and the winner of the Heart of America’s Larry 
Lady Scholarship.
Other on-campus involvement includes serving as a resident assistant, a student-leader with Christian Student Fellowship, student-leader 
with Fellowship of Christian Athletes and past-president of the Peru State Education Association. Whipple is also a Student Ambassador, 
member of Campus Activities Board (CAB) and the Student Athletic Advisory Council. She is a member of the Alpha Chi National Col-
lege Honor Society, the Kappa Delta Pi International Education Honor Society and the Phi Chi International Honor Society of Psychology. 
Whipple’s future plans are to graduate and become a middle school math teacher. She is the daughter of Eric and Laurie Whipple.

Dan Boshart is majoring in Social Science Education. He is a member of the football team and was named Heart of America Athletic Con-
ference’s Dr. LeRoy Walker Champions of Character award winner. Boshart is also a semifinalist for the 2018 William V. Campbell Tro-
phy. He was also the only Heart Conference nominee and the only Nebraskan nominee to the 2018 Allstate AFCA Good Works Team. He 
will be a two-time Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete. Boshart is presently serving as the president of the Student Athlete Advisory Coun-
cil and is also a leader in Christian Student Fellowship and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Boshart’s future plans are to student-teach 
next fall, begin his teaching career, and someday to start a family in central Nebraska. He is the son of Craig and Karla Boshart.
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Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street

Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522  1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE68410

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon 
Good Through December 31, 2018

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon 

Stop in and have your fill of
The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and 
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

Pure Raw Honey
&

Bee Pollen
402-274-3725

Auburn, Nebraska
We Can Ship Any Amount

PLUS
Buy any pizza and
get a frozen pizza

‘to go’ for half price!

2018 BOBCAT FOOTBALL

Nebraska’s First College • Established in 1867 • Peru, Nebraska • 1-800-742-4412 • Member, Nebraska State College System 
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission since 1915 

Accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
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