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Ryan Ludlow owns the Bobcat�s single-season record for rushing touchdowns (18), and is the 6th Bobcat to go over 1000 yards in a season.
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Auburn�Brownville�Cook�Falls City�Hiawatha�Humboldt�Johnson�Nebraska City�Nemaha�P eru�Rock Port�Sabetha� Syracuse�Tecumseh

Home Game, October 20, 2012

The City of Peru at its Peak of Color this Autumn.

After announcing his arrival, this Blue Jay paused to check the status of my bird-feeder.
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(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

� Convenient Drive-Thru Window
� Free Delivery Service In Auburn
� Same-Day Prescription Mail-Out Service
� Everyday Low Prices!
� We Accept All Major Insurance Plans
� We Administer Influenza and Shingles Vaccines

2220 J Street � Auburn, Nebraska 68305

U-SAVE PHARMACY

FLU and SHINGLES
IMMUNIZATIONS

No Appointment Needed

Available Now at U-SAVE!

 � YOUR PARTY
 � YOUR BUSINESS MEETING
 � YOUR FAMILY GET-TOGETHER
 � LUNCH WITH FRIENDS

All New and Delicious!!!
AUBURN�S NEW

GREAT CHINA BUFFET

  Free Beverages for Groups of 20+
YOUR BEST CHOICE IN AUBURN FOR:

1300 Courthouse Avenue, Auburn, Nebraska                      402-274-3672

$1.00 OFF Buffet for
Seniors 62 and Over

11:00 AM - 9:30 AM Sunday-Friday
 4:00 PM - 9:00 PM Saturdays

Your Country Neighbor is hand-delivered to grocery stores, pharmacies, hard-
ware stores, restaurants, cafes, and businesses that advertise in this papae.

Look for it in the following cities and villages; Hiawatha and Sabetha in Kan-
sas. Rock Port in Missouri. Auburn, Brownville, Cook, Falls City, Humboldt,
Johnson, Nebraska City, Nemaha, Peru, Syracuse, and Tecumseh in Nebraska.

Where to Find
Your Country Neighbor

Past issues are online at: www.yourcountryneighbor.com

402-274-2277

2003 Silverado 2500 HD 4x4

814 Central Ave.   Auburn, Nebraska 68305

1999 Cadillac DeVille..........................2850
1998 F250  Power Stroke 4x4 ..............7900
2007 Merc Mountaineer Low Miles! ....20,300
1998 Park Avenue Loaded................4295
2002 Chev Silverado 4WD Quad Cab....7250
2000 Olds Intrigue Very Clean! ...........2900
2009 Chev Silverado 4x4 ....................31,550

2003 Mazda V6  Loaded!! 2002 S-10 LS  Ext Cab 4WDFord Taurus SE   Only 65,000 mi

Not Pictured

2006 Jeep Liberty 4x4, Only 80,000 miles2004 F150 4WD Extended Cab

$7400 $6995

$4500$6700 $5795

1999 HD Super Glide 2000 HD Sportster 883

Harley Davidson Motorcycles!
$8400

$3995

$8995
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Medicare Advantage/Health Plan Changes for 2013
Mary Ann Holland, Extension Educator, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in Cass County

Medicare Advantage Plans, also known as Medicare Part C or Medicare Health Plans are making
changes for 2013 that have an impact on Nebraska Medicare beneficiaries.  Medicare Advantage plans
are sold and administered by private insurance companies.   One must have both Medicare Parts A and B
to purchase a plan.  Plans are sold based upon the insured�s county of residence.  Medicare Advantage
plans wrap Part A and B services, and usually Part D [the prescription drug benefit], into one health
plan.  Medicare health plans utilize a network of providers�contracted health care providers�to
provide services for their policy holders.

Basic rules for Medicare Advantage [MA] plans state they must accept ALL Medicare beneficia-
ries except those diagnosed with ESRD (End Stage Renal Disease).  The plans cannot require a waiting
period for pre-existing conditions; they must include ALL Medicare-covered services.  However, Medi-
care Advantage plans are allowed to cover services Medicare does not, such as dental, vision, eye-
glasses, and others.  The plans are free to determine their own insurance premium rates as well as co-
pay, co-insurance amounts and out-of-pocket limits.

Each Medicare Advantage plan must contract annually with Medicare to become an approved
provider with a state�s Department of Insurance.  The Open Enrollment Period for these Medicare
Health Plans is October 15 through December 7, the same time frame as Medicare Part D.

There will be 43 MA plans available in Nebraska in 2013.  Premiums for these health plans will
range from $0 per month to $175.  Counties in southeast Nebraska have, on the average, six or fewer
plans available.

MedicareBlue PPO, has announced they will discontinue their Medicare Health Plan effective
December 31, 2012.  There are more than 450 enrollees in southeast Nebraska affected by this change.
BlueCross BlueShield has notified beneficiaries, as required by law, the need to make other health care
decisions.  Theirs is not the only MA plan non-renewing for 2013; other non-renewing plans have
notified their insured clients as well.

When considering the purchase of a Medicare Advantage/Medicare Part C/Medicare Health
Plan, beneficiaries will want to contact each of their healthcare providers, i.e., doctor�s office, local
hospital, outpatient therapy providers, etc., to ascertain they contract with the plan.  Just because plans
can be purchased in your county, does not guarantee providers will accept them.  Should you receive
services from a non-provider (not networked with the MA plan), you will be responsible for the total
cost.

IF you received a letter from the Medicare Advantage you are currently enrolled in stating their
coverage ends December 31, 2012, you have the following options:

• Return to Original Medicare and get a Medicare Supplement
o IF your MA plan is non-renewing, Medicare beneficiaries 65+ have a Guarantee

Issue into a Medicare Supplement plan [Options A, B, C, F, K, or L].  The
Guarantee Issue extends 63 days past the date of MA Plan termination.  Contact
a Medicare Supplement insurance plan to purchase coverage.

o Enroll in a Medicare Part D plan during Open Enrollment for prescription drug
coverage beginning January 1, 2013.

o For beneficiaries who do not act by December 31, 2012, you will be put back in
Original Medicare and have no drug coverage on January 1, 2013.

For Medicare questions, contact Mary Ann Holland at the Cass County Extension office at 402-
267-2205, or by e-mail:  mholland1@unl.edu.  Ms. Holland has been involved in the UNL Extension
Medicare Education Program since its inception in 2006.  She currently coordinates the statewide
Extension Medicare team.

COVER PHOTO
Stephen Hassler

Ryan Ludlow, #39, entered the Peru State
record books in the Bobcat�s 43-23 victory
over Central Methodist on October 20th in
the Oak Bowl. Mr. Ludlow now owns the
Bobcat�s single-season record for rushing
touchdowns (18), and is only the sixth Bob-
cat to go over 1000 yards in a season. Con-
gratulations to Mr. Ludlow and the entire
Bobcat team for their winning effort, and best
wishes for more wins this season.

There have been three �home� football games
at Peru State since the last printing of Your
Country Neighbor. Photos included in this
issue were taken from those three games.

The October 20th game, on Senior Day, was
a high-scoring and memorable one for PSC
seniors. (I don�t think the opposing team will
soon forget it either.) September 29th was
Homecoming in the Oak Bowl.

In addition to Mary Ann Holland�s
column regarding Medicare, this
month she included her schedule for
Part D, �Plan Comparison/Enrollment
Events�. See page 14 regarding time
and place to make an appointment to
compare 2013 prescription drug plans.

SENIORS TAKE NOTE

Copyright 2011 and 2012 by Your Country Neigh-
bor. All rights are reserved. No part of this publi-
cation may be reproduced in any form or by any
method without the written permission of the pub-
lisher. Ownership of some photos and/or written
pieces is retained by the author.

Devon Adams
Carol Carpenter
Mary Ann Holland
Merri Johnson

Your Country Neighbor
P.O. Box 126

Peru, Nebraska 68421

countryneighbor@windstream.net

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Writers This Month        Thank You
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Publisher & Photographer, Stephen Hassler

Shirley Neddenriep
Vicki O�Neal
Karen Ott
Marilyn Woerth
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ATTENTION:
50% OFF

STOREWIDE!
Expires November 30, 2012

911 Central Ave. in Auburn

Neighborhood Closet�s Location is

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.    Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

-For All Your Family
 Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE � Hotpoint � Whirlpool � Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

                           1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512                       AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

   (402) 274-5106                   Fax: (402) 274-2580

pkuse@windstream.net

In the August 2012 issue of Your Country Neighbor I offered a syn-
opsis of a real house inspection that occurred here where I live. This
inspection happened on May 17 of this year. We were curious about
a couple of parts of the house, so a real house inspector came for
hire.

You may have learned that he �grades� his report �S� for Satisfactory,
�C� for Cosmetic Defect, �D� for Defective, �M� for Monitor or �NI� Not
Inspected. Since the inspection, believe me, I am taking a much
closer look at my house and its various components.

For example, the inspector noted a �C� for the driveway and side-
walks. Well, gosh, the driveway is rocked, what else can be done?
Concrete sidewalks crack, over time. Its a given. The grade of �C�
gives a homeowner a little slack because it means the item has
aesthetic impefections, but is in working condition.

The report also had a �C� for shrubs and trees. This score might
have been upped to an �S� by now, as the tree man came last week
to trim and shape the ash, elm and hackberry trees in my yard.
Shrubs, maybe he just doesn�t like having to duck under the Hick�s
Yew on his way to the front door, which does not latch shut unless its
dead bolt is locked, says his report.

Off topic, but the Hick�s Yew, a conifer, has red, fleshy, single-seeded
fruit instead of cones. Its little red berries now, in October, against its
dark green needles look Christmasy.

Back to the report, about the garage, he says it is satisfactory and
also has cosmetic defects. �Unable to inspect 25%� of it, because
the space is �heavily lined with personal property.� It is past time to
clean the garage, is what he meant, but kindly refrained from stating
the obvious.

Also concerning the garage: �glass pane is broken out, recommend
repair.� I am happy to report the glass pane has been replaced with a
shiny new clear pane of glass, held secure with those little wigits
shoved in with a screw driver. Then a layer of glazing compound
neatly applied all around the frame. The garage is much lighter now
with the �temporary� make-shift plywood cover off the window!

And in the basement he found another single glass pane broken out.
He recommended repair and IT IS DONE! He also noted in the base-
ment that the area is very wet and to consider drying it out. What he
did not know is that 55 gallons of water had been dumped on the
basement (dirt) floor just previous to his visit. (More to come.)

House Inspection - Part 2
Shirley Neddenriep
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Where Life Is Good
Marilyn Woerth

When I was first married, I went with my husband and
his family to visit his Aunt Lily and Uncle Lyle who lived
way out in the boonies, in ranch country, in central Ne-
braska.  It took forever to get there, (more than forever).
When I first stepped out of the car, I was enveloped with
soft fleshy arms, my face pushed into a bosom so tight I
could hardly breathe.  That was my first initiation into
what an unconditional hug was outside of my family (who
weren�t too big on hugs).

After being flabbergasted by that hug, I had to admit I
liked it.  I was loved by this woman, and she didn�t even
know me.  I decided then and there I was going to be a
hugger.
Fortunately, we have a small group of friends that are
huggers, even guy on guy hugs, no shame just a lot of
genuine caring going on.   We also love to have others
over to visit our place, feeling that even if we don�t hug
them physically our gardens can give them that big lov-
ing hug for us.

Genuinely this works out quite well and after a few visits
to our gardens non-huggers become huggers.   At least as
far as we are concerned (they may not get a choice).

During this year of drought, I�m afraid the hugs from the
garden were a bit stiff and scratchy.  Since few visitors
ventured out, the yard and gardens were saved from be-
ing called stand-off huggers.   Next year, I plan on work-
ing harder to help the yard and gardens maintain their
star-hugging status.   (I even have thornless roses that
are great huggers.)

It seems to me that if you contend that you live where
life is good you have to be a hugger!   So get your arms
ready world for here I come, gardens, weeds and all.
(Here�s one small hug from my garden, just for you.)

Pink lotus and seed pods in our garden pond.
Photo by Marilyn Woerth

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

I reached another milestone last month: I turned 60. Miss Manners may be
getting all flustered right now at my audacity in publicly declaring my age. If
proper etiquette dictates that no one ask a lady her age, it stands to reason that a
lady ought not go around announcing it, to which I say, �Etiquette-
schmetiquette.� Plus, I never did put a lot of stock in being lady-like. I enjoy
too many activities that involve dirt to let daintiness get in my way.

Not that I approve of talking like a sailor or never wearing anything but jeans
and a t-shirt. I�m all for being presentable. Just don�t tell me that hauling my
own yard waste to the dump is undignified. I don�t know what I�d do if I had to
give up gardening.

But, back to the millstone, I mean milestone. �Maturity� has many advantages,
but aging pretty much stinks on ice. (I don�t really know what that�s supposed to
mean, but I hear people say it, so I�m going with the flow.)

For the past three months I�ve had a perpetual knot in my left shoulder muscle and
my neck won�t quit popping. My bladder has been sending me little intermittent
messages to remind me that incontinence happens to us all if we live long enough.
The last time our granddaughter visited, I found it noticeably more difficult to get
up off the floor after playing with the Lincoln logs. Horror of horrors, she also
offered to �brush the fur on my arms� for me. It is one of the great indignities of
aging that we lose hair where we want it and gain it where we don�t. To be honest,
I come from a long line of hairy Germanic peoples, so my arms have always been
fuzzy. Still. Fur??!!

I hope I haven�t shocked you with my confessions, but I warned you I wasn�t into
behaving like a lady. You should have stopped reading about two paragraphs back.

Ah, well. I say the best way to cope with situations that require coping, is to have
a sense of humor about your own foibles. Let it all hang out; preferably only in
the figurative sense. I do have some standards. But it�s just not healthy to pretend
you don�t have any issues. Everyone needs someone to share their burdens, so
you, dear readers, just got a load of mine.

On the up side, I calculated my body mass index today. (That�s BMI for all you
people who only communicate in tweetable syllables these days.) Anyway, the
ideal BMI is 22 and mine is 22.46! At least I�ve got that going for me. Unless I did
the math wrong�.

My sisters began celebrating our ten-year birthdays back when my oldest sister
turned 50.  We have a sleep-over gathering of all the women in the family who can
get there and subject the honoree to embarrassing rituals and lots of love. By the
time you read this, my party will be in the history books, as it were. I�ll be remem-
bering it with great fondness and hoping like heck I get to have another one in ten
years, twenty years and even thirty years. I hope I can still laugh out loud at all my
troubles then, even if I laugh so hard I wet my pants.
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Poetry by Devon Adams

AUCTION  TREE

Walnuts littered the ground
as golden slivers of leaves
fluttered down to join them.
In the chilly autumn wind,
voices drifted around bodies
crowded close to a trailer
holding the auctioneer and
his microphone.  His beat
went on and on as bids were
sent and received, and family
treasures were carried away
by strangers and friends.
The old folks were gone and
all the implements of their lives
were leaving the old home place.
The hollow house watched the
proceedings with the blind eyes
of its bare windows, as dust motes
floated in the infinite space of time
inside the empty, echoing rooms.

EIGHTEEN  CARAT

The clear, cold sky blue
is burnished with the brass
of reflected light from the
glaze of the gilded trees.
Each leaf is coated with
precious metal that will
melt away when it falls.
Even the setting of the sun
can�t quell the glow, as the air
is suffused with honey gold.

WINTER  COVERS

Rooms in old houses grow cold
when November winds creep in
cracks and chill the floors, so
that bare feet freeze and send
shivers up your spine and out
into your hands. You reach high
into the closet for the fuzzy folded
covers snuggled in the dark, where
they�ve been waiting to be needed.
Fluffed and spread out on the bed,
they make a cozy island in the room.
Before the night, you take a last look
out the window and see a soft sky quilt
hanging low, throwing snow down on
the frozen ground, covering autumn
with a frigid winter blanket.

DRAWING  CONCLUSIONS

It is impossible to see
a finished picture before
all the lines are drawn.

LOOKING THROUGH  GLASS

Clear glass can be deceiving if you think
that windows don�t lie. There are tiny wavy
lines and wobbles in the melted sand that
stands between the inside and the outside.
Minor changes to be sure, but not the same
as plain air. Consider the curved bubble shields
of the gassy, guzzling metal projectiles that
streak across paved highway ribbons like
demented robotic ants.  In that case, the
speed adds to the distortion in the windows.
Or, peer through the ancient, wavy panes
that look out from antique houses like
eyes full of cataracts.  Observe the strange,
blurry view through colored vases, or wine
or water glasses, as the world seems twisted into
shapes from underwater, or fun house mirrors.
But sometimes we need a skewed approach
of seeing, that gives us new dimensions to
the way we see the shape of our lives.

More Poetry by Devon                 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

Sitting PrSitting PrSitting PrSitting PrSitting Preeeeetty Book Stty Book Stty Book Stty Book Stty Book Stttttorororororeeeee

On Main Street in Brownville, Nebraska          402-274-3104

Every Home Needs Books
And A Painted Chair!

�
�
�

 Garden Art by Jan
 Jewelry
 Repurposed Books & More

PAINTINGS OF BARNS, HOUSES AND LANDSCAPES:
        ORIGINALS AVAILABLE
         ALSO ACCEPTING COMMISSIONS OF YOUR OLD HOME PLACE

PORTRAITS OF PEOPLE & ANIMALS
          PENCIL & WATERCOLOR

WILDLIFE PAINTINGS ON BUCKSKIN

WEB SITE:  BuckSkinz.com
PHONE:      402-209-9377
E-MAIL:     buckskinz@windstream.net

ART  BY  DEVON  ADAMS

THRIFTY

Not so long ago, there were opportunities
to browse among garages and yards and
appraise the usefulness of cast-off possessions
discarded by upwardly mobile people in their
pursuit of the happiness of buying brand new stuff.
These folks craved the illusion of being ahead of
the curve, the first of their crowd to own the hottest
brand name clothes, cars, electronic gadgets and
the transient fluff of home improvement and decoration.
Ignoring the growing mountain of credit card debt that
threatened to bury them, their habits only intensified
until their destruction was guaranteed and imminent.
The crash was bloody and prolonged, leaving empty
houses, repossessed vehicles, bankrupt and hollow
individuals haunted by their former dreams which
have turned into living nightmares. Now the newest
craze is to search for items that can be �repurposed,�
that is, using used stuff in innovative ways.  The
definition of value has been altered to fit the formerly
wealthy individuals who were running in a race they
couldn�t win, wearing expensive athletic shoes that
they couldn�t afford. They have become members in
good standing of the poor club, which is devouring
the remnants of the middle class.

Continued: More from Devon Adams

The Peru State College Band and their director, each in their own uniquely
fashioned uniform, marching in the Homecoming Parade...September 29, 2012.

More plays from the Homecoming Game.
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Drive Safely!

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614         2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska

All Makes & Models
Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Expert Refinishing
Glass Installation
Welding

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW�S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

November Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed - Sat 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Sun 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Reserve the �Loft� for your meeting or celebration.
Catering can be provided.    Call 402-825-4601

Whiskey Run Creek Winery

(402) 825-4601                 702 Main Street
www.whiskeyruncreek.com           Brownville, Nebraska  68321

Try Our New
Vignoles

A Sweet White Wine

Enjoy Wine-Tasting
On Our Deck

November Wine Special!
Levi�s Reserve

33% OFF!

Going Home for
The Holiday?

Ryan Ludlow, #39, Homecoming Game, September 29, 2012

Garret Campbell, #13, Home Game, October 20, 2012
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116 Main Street
Brownville, NE 68321

www.BrownvilleMills.com

Nebraska�s Oldest Health Food Store
In Nebraska�s Oldest Town

Mon through Sat  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

(402) 297-1521

Various Dried Fruit
Nuts

Bulk Spices

Processor & Distributor of
Organic Foods

Chokeberries, Gummies, and Juice
(Exotic term for Chokeberry is Aronia)

820 Central Avenue              Auburn, Nebraska 68305

OFFICE...274-4410

Whether it's buying, selling
or looking for a place to
build, let The American
Dream Real Estate Company
be your first choice.

Andrea Mellage, Sales...274-8557
Mark Rippe, Assc. Broker..274-8150
Leslie Justus, Sales......414-2628
Carla Mason, Broker...274-1817

 www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

TOTAL REMODEL!

801 Oregon, Peru
5 bedroom, 2 bath, wrap-around porch,
new roof, bricked patio, 2-car garage.

AMAZING CURB APPEAL

703 13th Street

PRETTY HOME

BROWNVILLE ACREAGE

4 bedroom, 1 bath, full unfinished base-
ment, plenty of back yard, HVAC up-
dated in 2002, 1-car attached garage.

1213 Central Avenue

Horses Allowed
Approx 12.17 acres. Scenic acreage in
bluffs north of Brownville. Water and
elec run along road at edge of property.

JUST REDUCED

1310 K Street

PRICE REDUCED

1319 F Street

JUST LIKE NEW

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, reversed 2-story
home. Balcony, deck, fenced yard.
Slate, granite, stone. 3-car garage.

2 bedroom, 1 bath, fenced back yard,
newer roof, oversized 1-car garage.

1709 O Street119 South Nemaha Street

3 bedroom, 1 bath, everything new!
New furnace, deck, kitchen, bath,
plumbing, and 2-car oversized garage.

3 bedroom, 2 bath, large eat-in
kitchen. Master bdrm/walk-in closet,
awsome sunroom, appliances stay.

HUMBOLDT

3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, spacious home.
Master Suite has large double walk-in
closet.

CONTRA

CONTRA

CONTRA

CONTRA

CONTRACTCTCTCTCT

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

Nate Tromblee, # 31, October 6, 2012, Home Game
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Continued on the next page    >>>>

             The Face of  DroughtThe Face of  DroughtThe Face of  DroughtThe Face of  DroughtThe Face of  Drought

by Karen Ott

402-274-2446       1223 J Street         Auburn

Reunions � Birthdays � Anniversaries

Try the Farmer Omlet for
Breakfast or the

Jack Daniels Philly for Lunch

Get your Finger Sandwiches, Salad,
Hot Wings, and more for your

Parties; call for details!

Snow on the pumpkins and icicles hanging from
the eves�.winter has come  a-knocking on
autumn�s door.

The trees shed summer in a drifting-down of
gold, a steady rain of leaves that mark the
change of seasons, a silent passing mixed with
the sounds of harvest. A rumbling combine,
newly weaned, bawling calves, the high and far-
away calls of migrating cranes, and a long sor-
rowful howl of a coyote at dusk simmer into fla-
vorful stew of sound, a soul-satisfying combina-
tion more pleasing than any city symphony.

Fall has been a whirlwind of chores�especially
outdoor painting which is always better done in
September and Indian-Summer-October, be-
cause, as Goldilocks says �It�s not too hot and
it�s not too cold. It�s just right.�  I�d hoped to
spruce-up the brooder and hen house when  I�d
finished the more pressing painting , but unless
mother nature gives me at least a week of warm
weather I�ll have to wait until next spring. The
chickens don�t seem to mind their dilapidated
housing, but I cringe each time I look at the peel-
ing paint.

Corn harvest started, and stopped, this week;
the snow and rain both blessing and curse.  Dale

Peru State Bobcat Cheerleaders, Home Game, October 20, 2012

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
7th & Oregon Streets

Peru, Nebraska
1 Bedroom Apartment     Utilities Included

� Affordable quality living
� Rent based on income
� Applications will be placed on waiting lists
� No pets
� Handicap accessible

Call Lydia at 402-274-5460
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Melinda D. Clarke, CPA
Tammy Westhart, Accountant

Combined: 18+ years experience

Services offered:
�Income Tax (Individual, Business, Corporate, Non-Profit)
�Financial Statements
�Business Planning
�Payroll (including direct deposit) & Bookkeeping (services tailored to your needs!)

Areas of personal experience we bring to our business:

Phone (402) 274-3342  �  Fax (402) 274-3362  �  E-mail silvermdc@alltel.net
1415 19th Street  �  Auburn, Nebraska 68305

�Agriculture
�Restaurant
�Military
�Construction
�Railroad & Transportation

�Entrepreneurship
�Non-Profit
�Governmental
�Electrical
�Refrigeration

<<<<    Karen, Continued from page 10
and crew managed only two afternoons of
combining before the rain/snow came, and the
delay nags at them like shrewish wife���It�s
late October�the corn will go down�the fields
will be too wet�.and on and on and on.� It�s
too early to report yields, but after our hellish
summer we�re thankful to be harvesting any-
thing.

Overshadowing all is the coming election�.
and despite all the hoopla,  finger-pointing,
half-truths, and media background noise, this
country�s elective process is a marvel. Without
violence and bloodshed we-the-people take
reins of the government.; we can vote without
fear of reprisal�and then complain about the
results secure in the knowledge that a gang of
armed thugs won�t come banging at our door
in the middle of the night.

If you�re feeling despondent over the state of
our nation just look at the misery the �Arab
Spring� has wrought in the Mideast where all
the disenfranchised can do is stand by and
hopelessly watch ousted tyrants methodically
replaced with bullies of a different creed and
color.

So�.even if you think your vote won�t count,
do it anyway�.do it for all the oppressed of the
world, for the women and girls of Afghanistan
who risk their lives for the right to an educa-
tion, for the Egyptian Christians  who practice
their faith despite daily beatings and threats of
death, for all the children sold into slavery.

Vote because it�s the right thing to do�.make
a stand.

Do it for them�

As Always,           Karen

Certified Gun Smith

Firearms � Ammunition � Black Powder
Archery � Tackle & Bait

Martin Kelsay, Owner             1004 22nd  �  Auburn, NE  �  402-274-5165

This Downey Woodpecker scurries along the branches pecking at tiny winged insects.
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Poetry   and Photography by   Carol Carpenter

Flight plan

A flock of pelicans dropped in
waltzing on warm air rising
from Mozingo Lake, their flight plan
unhurried, casual, relaxed.

When the flock rose off the water
a lone Canada goose took offense
to the pelican�s frivolous flight.
His raucous call pushed the pelicans
as he appeared sheepdog to their herd.
Around and around they whirled
in the bright blue sky tinged
with the first frost of winter.

Frustrated, the pelicans eventually fled
and the Canada goose shot straight
across the lake, his fundamental flyway
finally free for urgent flight.

November 29

In these sharp hours,
deep in November
I remember orange
Marigolds, crimson maples,
golden planks of sunshine
washed from
indifferent windows
by thick shafts of grey,
drifting through gutters
with brown, crackling leaves.

Yesterday morning,
I awoke to thunder and rain.
Today, as the gauze of December
rides a frozen horse across the valley,
without snow
the stunted grass
once again
turns green.

 Trail Tribute
~ for Rollie Sherman

I hear Rollie�s voice while I walk the
Steamboat Trace trail south of Peru.
He�d point out plants,�his weeds�
he called them�horsetail, butter
and eggs, jewelweed, lady�s thumb,
joe-pye weed, rough blazing star.
He knew every inch of this place
each tree, each flower, animal, bird.

On a warm fall afternoon, I wander
past the carvings he made in the
sandstone bluffs, some scoured
away by decades of wind and rain,
some only ghostly outlines
the screaming eagle, the mermaid,
the Peru State College logo.

Armed with a putty and a pocket knife,
when the railroad still ran, his folk art
emerged from the soft rock,
portraying characters he knew
would eventually disappear.

Golden cottonwood leaves splash
along the limestone path and
I remember Rollie walking his dog
with his wife Jean by his side
�his daily constitution� he called it
his bow-legged gait, his charming scowl.

Along with Jean, Rollie is gone now
but I hear him in those darn weeds,
in those strange and interesting
carvings, whenever I return
to the trail.
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A Thanksgiving So Rare

What is Thanksgiving?�Is it the
aroma of turkey-and-stuffing
wafting from the oven?�Sweet
�taters and punkin pie?  Or is it
something else?

Let me tell you another version of
Thanksgiving�A version that may
leave you stupefied�maybe even
queasy in your stomach.

Recently, my husband went over-
seas to some of the poorest nations
on earth.  He mingled with the
natives of India and Bangladesh,
marveling at their warm smiles and
happy demeanor.  He felt humbled
to be among such a gracious people
who were thankful for every crumb
and crust of bread.

In Bengali cities, the streets team
with the unwashed masses.  Blind
beggars live on every street corner.
Gaunt.  Hungry.  Deformed.  Ooz-
ing.  They live an entire lifetime
lying on grass mats at the intersec-
tion of a busy street.

There�s little preventive medicine
in these cities.  Flies are every-
where in the open-air markets.
Raw sewage flows in ditches
unchecked.

The average American would not
survive there more than a few days
without vaccinations.  Our immune
systems would be devastated by
Polio...Yellow fever.  Dengue.
Typhoid.  Malaria.  Cholera.

The specter of death is everywhere.
In the wintertime, floodwaters rise
on the outskirts of Bengali cities,
bringing cobras and tigers out of
the jungles.  The predator�s ap-
proach is seldom seen until it is too
late.  In this primitive world, death
awaits at every door in one form or
another.

There are no Welfare services over

there.  No Medicare.  No disability
payments.  There are no �Welfare
Brats,� either, demanding their
rights.

The people of Bangladesh �make-
do� with whatever they have,
caring for their families the best
way they can.  They are a kindly
people, hopeful in the midst of their
squalor.  Whenever a tourist offers
them a coin, they beam with joy�
and in return they may offer their
most prized commodity�a cup of
�clean water.�  But Americans
cannot drink it, of course.  We
would become violently ill from
their water, and perhaps even die.

Bacterial outbreaks are common.
There are few �basic necessities�
such as sanitary supplies.  Lacking
toilet paper, the natives just use
their left hand �Then they wash
the hand briefly beneath a nearby
spigot�without soap and paper
towels, of course.  (That is why the
left hand is considered �unclean
and untouchable� in that part of the
globe!)

We don�t understand such a lack of
basic necessities.  We would not let
a stray dog live in such squalor.
Even our �homeless people� of
America often possess luxuries
such as cell phones and cigarettes.
But in Third World countries, such
is not the case,

Nothing is taken for granted there.
Nothing is wasted.  Every scrap is
recycled and utilized in the most
creative ways.  They would be
horrified by our wastefulness here
in America...and perplexed by our
ungrateful attitudes.

These people thrive in spite of their
chaotic circumstances...Energetic!
Hard-working!  Uncomplaining.

There is a certain �method-to-their-

madness.�  As sunrise breaks each
day in Bangladesh, the laborers
appear in city streets.  The Wood-
Peddlers come first with their hand-
drawn carts full of firewood for the
peasants and Bread-Bakers.  On
every balcony and rooftop, Bakers
appear�kneading dough and
baking bread in their fire-brick
ovens�Then they, in turn, sell the
bread to street-vendors below.

Soon, the Mud-vendors show up in
the city streets, distributing fresh
adobe-sod for new flooring in the
peasant huts�if it can be afforded.

As the sun climbs higher, cars,
trucks, and buses show up�all
convening in intersections at
once�careening along the streets,
beeping a friendly warning with
their horns in a melee of madness.
Chickens and people hang off the
rooftops of buses�happy in the
morning sunlight.

The traffic flows with amazing
continuity even though there are no
stoplights.  No painted lines.  No
road-markers of any kind. It is the
most out-of-control chaos on earth.
By our standards, it should produce
dead corpses for many miles...But
it doesn�t. There are few very
crashes, although buses do side-
swipe one another on occasion�
knocking off mirrors before con-
tinuing on their way, undeterred.

For the most part, it is still a pedal-
powered nation.  Entire families
ride around, clinging to a 3-
wheeled �trike� as it weaves in and
out of traffic. There are thousands
of bicycles everywhere�rick-
shaws�their flat-bed carts piled
high with fruit and veggies, and
with flopping fish, straight from the
sea.  It is amazing to behold!

Only the wealthiest drive around in
vehicles, but they are not �riding-

high� all alone...Sometimes 15
people are piled into one car.  They
would not understand a country
like ours where a solitary person
drives alone, chatting on a smart-
phone, sipping Starbucks and
flipping off the driver next to them.

They would be as aghast by our
lifestyles as we are appalled by
theirs.

They have no road-rage like we do
over here.  In a chaotic land that
would seem to be a breeding-
ground for frustrated people, there
is a simple harmony woven to-
gether in an endless stream of
grinning, courteous natives.  It is a
true lesson in human
cooperation....of humility and
gratitude.

And so, my friends�as we head
into our Thanksgiving season, it
would do us well to remember our
neighbors in other countries. Those
people who take nothing for
granted�who rejoice daily in the
smallest of blessings�who revel in
their own unique abilities and
creativity.  If only we can learn to
do likewise!

May we learn to count our bless-
ings daily�for we are all �million-
aires� here in America, even the
poorest among us.

This Thanksgiving, as we sit down
to eat our turkey-and-stuffing,
sweet �taters and punkin pie�
Let�s remember those in need
around the world.  And let�s say a
little prayer�for them and for
ourselves, as well.

Believe me.  We need it more than
they do�.!
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Tecumseh Branch
Tecumseh, NE 68450

Louisville Branch
Louisville, NE 68037

Syracuse Branch
Syracuse, NE 68446

Bank of Peru
Peru, NE 68421

Citizens State Bank
Virginia, NE 68458

State bank of Liberty
Liberty, NE 68381

Wymore State Bank
Wymore, NE 68466

Main Office
Cook, NE 68329

864-4191

FARMERS BANK OF COOK
Growing in Southeast Nebraska

Auburn Middle School �BULLPUPS Marching Band
In The November 29, 2012, Peru State College Homecoming Parade.

2013 Medicare Part D
Plan Comparison/Enrollment Events

Compare 2013 drug plans.  Plans change every year, your needs change too.  Select a date and location listed below and sign up for a
half hour appointment.  Changes in drug plans for 2013 cannot be made after Dec. 7.

Receive one-on-one assistance from University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Educator and trained SHIIP Professional, Mary Ann
Holland, at the location of your choice. Appointment required�see contact number for each location.  [Husband & wife each need
an appointment.]

Bring along your Medicare card and a list of the prescription drugs you take.

Nov. 1 Nebr. City Morton House 1500 14th Avenue 9:00-5:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 2 Nebr. City Morton House 1500 14th Avenue 9:00-5:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 5 Plattsmouth Plattsmouth Library 400 Ave. A 9:00-5:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 6 Tecumseh Ridgeview Towers 1143 N. 3rd St. 9:00-5:00 402-335-3669
Nov. 7 Weeping Wtr. Cass Co. Extension 8400 144th St., Ste. 100 9:00-4:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 8 Weeping Wtr. Cass Co. Extension 8400 144th St., Ste. 100 9:00-4:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 9 Weeping Wtr. Cass Co. Extension 8400 144th St., Ste. 100 9:00-4:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 13 Nebr. City The Ambassador 1800 14th Avenue 9:00-4:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 14 Pawnee City Pawnee Co. Extension Courthouse 9:00-4:00 402-852-2970
Nov. 15 Syracuse Otoe Co. Extension 180 Chestnut 8:30-4:00 402-269-2301
Nov. 16 Auburn Auburn Library 1810 Courthouse Ave. 10:00-4:30 402-274-4755
Nov. 19 Weeping Wtr. Cass Co. Extension 8400 144th St., Ste. 100 1:00-5:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 20 Palmyra Palmyra Senior Ctr. 425 C Street 9:00-4:00 402-780-5606
Nov. 26 Syracuse Otoe Co. Extension 180 Chestnut 8:30-4:00 402-269-2301
Nov. 27 Nebraska City The Ambassador 1800 14th Avenue 9:00-4:00 402-267-2205
Nov. 28 Tecumseh Ridgeview Towers 1143 N. 3rd  Street 9:00-5:00 402-335-3669
Nov. 29 Plattsmouth Plattsmouth Library 400 Ave. A 9:00-5:00 402-267-2205
Dec. 3 Nebr. City The Ambassador 1800 14th Avenue 9:00-4:00 402-267-2205
Dec. 4-7 Weeping Wtr. Cass Co. Extension 8400 144th St., Ste. 100 9:00-4:00 402-267-2205

This service provided by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension is free of charge.
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Nevin Miller, Owner   402-274-1102

DUTCH PANTRY
BULK FOODS

2402 J St., Auburn, Nebraska

� Deli
� Coffee Shop
� Homemade Bakery
� Farmers Market Sat. 8:30 - Noon
         Vendors Welcome

�Great Savings When You Buy In Bulk�

Serving Auburn and Southeast Nebraska
809 Central Ave, Auburn, Nebraska

THE CLEANERS
402-274-3213

10% OFF During November!
Professional Dry Cleaning

THIS OFFER EXPIRES November 30, 2012

Excluding
 � Alterations
 � Leather
 � Wedding Dresses

Dick Stich, Associate Broker � Joy Robinson, Associate Broker � Ron Kostcka, Sales Agent

PRICE REDUCED!

64196 724 Road
2+ bedrms, 1.5 bath, 3 car garage,
approx. 4.25 acres.          $119,900

PRICE REDUCED!

1223 20th Street

NEW LISTING

500 Washington St., Peru
2 bedrooms, 1 bath, fireplace, one-
car garage.                         $34,000

NEW LISTING

612 16th Street
 4+ bedroom, 2 bath, main floor
laundry.                              $59,900

2 bedrooms, 1 bath, fenced yard,
1-car garage.                    $34,900

NEW LISTING

2514 Q Street
3 bedrooms, 1 bath. Lot size
approx. 75x150.                $34,000

MOTIVATED SELLER

1303 Central Avenue
4 bedrooms, 2 bath, fenced yard.
                                         $92,500

AUBURNBULLDOGREALTY.com        922 Central Ave.,  Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Lydia Moyer, Broker....402-274-5460
BULLDOG REALTY
and property management

Authentic Mexican Food

1905 J Street,  Auburn, Nebraska                                  402-274-1414

�Like Us� on FaceBook to look at our Menu and Daily Specials
Search: El Portal Mexican Restaurant

Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Daiquiris
All You Can Eat Tacos
Margaritas
Bud Light pints
Dos Equis, Pacifico pints

$1.99
$5.99
$1.99
$1.25
$2.00

Daily Specials

Sunday - Thursday   11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Friday - Saturday   11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Office                                                  Correspondence
1920 �O� Street                                      P.O. Box 272

Auburn, NE 68305                         Auburn, NE 68305

 JAMES H. CAIN   _______________________
                                                                        Attorney at Law

(402) 274-3938

Happy Thanksgiving from:
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Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) � 1017 H Street � Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00
  (402) 274-4525

Carefree Living!
Low Income

One  Bedroom  Apartment
Beautiful View

 � Utilities Paid
 � Building Security
 � Assigned Parking

 � Appliances Furnished
 � Laundry Facility
 � Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Valentino's of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street

Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Redeemable Only at Valentino�s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522       1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
Good Through December 31, 2012

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon

Stop in and have your fill of
The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

Nebraska�s Oldest Health Food Store in
Nebraska�s Oldest Town

Brownville Mills
Processor & Distributor of

Organic Foods
Open Mon - Sat  9:00 to 5:00 & Sun 1:00 to 5:00

Main Street in Brownville
(402) 297-1521

www.BrownvilleMills.com

A Special Christmas
Shopping Experience

M-F 8:30-6:00   Sat 9:00-5:00
Open �til 8:00 November 15!!

Country Decor  Soy Candles  Willow Tree
Fresh Flowers  Silk Arrangements

For All Your Holiday Decorations & Gifts!

FLOWER COUNTRY & GIFTS
Your Event Specialist

1222 J Street, Auburn   402-274-2418


