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Deaths so far, from Covid-19 in our
“Country Neighborhood.”

Source: Google Search; ‘Name’ County, Nebraska Covid 

    Date             Nemaha      Otoe       Johnson     Richardson

February  6         13              4               7                 15

February 13        13              6               8                 16

February 20        13              7               8                 17 

February 27        13              7               8                 17       
           

The virus has “slowed,” but has not stopped.
Keep Wearing Masks! Get Vaccinated!

You Are Making It Work!
Masks and Vaccines save Lives.

March
2021

“Apple Barn” on Hwy-136 East of Auburn, West of Brownville 
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“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead
where there is no path and leave a trail.”              
                                          Ralph Waldo Emerson

March Writers & Contributors
Devon Adams - 6 & 7
Stephen Hassler - 12
Merri Johnson - 10
Dorothy Rieke - 2

Janet Sobczyk - 10 & 12
                     Thank You!               

Deaths from Covid-19 in Counties Bordering Nebraska
                      Kansas                    Missouri           Iowa
 Date     Brown     Nemaha     Atchison    Holt    Fremont

02/06        32             50                6            10           9
02/13        32             50                6            10           9
02/20        32             50                6            10           9
02.27        32             50                6            10           9
         

Total Deaths from Covid-19 in Nebraska

February  6   2065
February 13  2110
February 20  2167
February 27 2195

Check here again next month.

Instant Kindness, The Ultimate Behavior
Dorothy Rieke, Julian

     Have you ever heard of “instant” kindness? We have 
heard the word, instant in regard to oatmeal, tea, and 
mashed potatoes, so why not  “instant”  kindness?
     Several weeks ago as I stood in a check-out line wait-
ing for a clerk to add my purchases, the customer in front 
of me completed his transaction and received his sales 
receipt. Before he quickly walked away, he turned around 
toward me and handed me a slip of paper. Printed on that 
slip was “Save $10 off your next in store purchase.”   
    I was so astonished because I did not know the man, and 
I could not imagine what he was handing me. I believe I 
uttered a surprised, “Thank  you.” He, then, turned away 
and quickly left the store. 
     I looked at the receipt. I could not believe my eyes! 
     I turned to the clerk and questioned, “Is  this any 
good?” 
     “Yes, it is,” he answered. So my bill was $10 less than 
if I’d not received “instant” kindness.
     I could only speculate that the man was from out of 
town and did not expect to do business at that store again. 
     “Instant” kindness! What a wonderful idea! Often, we 
see what  we can do for others in an instant. Why not fol-
low through on those things? 
    What about holding the door open for those following 
you? What about picking up a dropped package for some-
one? 
     A friend recently related that he had seen a stranger 
drop a credit card as she entered a financial institution. He 
picked up  the card and followed her to return it. She was 
so relieved and thankful.
       “Instant” kindness does not take much thought, time, 
or effort, but it is so satisfying because others are  delight-
ed and appreciative of any small kindness. 
     Don’t be reluctant to practice “instant” kindness. It will 
create in your heart wonderful feelings. Your rewards will 
be grateful smiles and appreciative comments. 
    If that kind gentlemen who gave me the $10 rewards 
slip reads this, I hope he will accept my heartfelt thanks. 
He “made my day” and reminded me  that I, too, should be 
involved in  “instant” kindness.
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Goldfinch left, Nuthatch center, Housefinch right.

Chickadee trying to get a foothold.

House Finch avoiding the Cardinal.

The Cardinal’s plumage
is especially vivid
this time of year.

It’s color distracts from the drab 
grays and browns of Winter. and 

complements the pure white 
snow.

Songbird photos on 
this page were taken 
Monday, February 15.

SATURDAY, MARCH 20
9th Annual Spring Fling!

30% off All Wines All Day!!!
(no volume discount)

402-825-4601              702 Main Street           
www.whiskeyruncreek.com      Brownville, Nebraska  68321

Choose from the wide selection of
wines and spirits that we produce.

March Wine-Tasting:
Thurs through Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

(Closed Monday through Wednesday)

We Are Open!
With Social Distancing
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Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion
including local photos and articles
with the flavor of rural America.

Repertoire Theatre

Whiskey Run Creek Winery and Distillery

School House Art Gallery.

Brownville Snowy Architecture

   Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska

      Auburn  1901 N Street                        402.274.2444          

      Humboldt  713 4th Street                    402.862.2321

      Nebraska City  620 Central Avenue    402.873.3715

Here to help life go right.

Blayne Behrends
Agent
website: blaynebehrends.com

1400 Courthouse Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305
Bus 402.274.5121  Fax 402.274.5171

R
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Arbor Lodge Mansion

Arbor Lodge, Rotunda Portico 

Nebraska City Snowy Architecture

Note; I counted 5 Robins in the park as I was leaving on February 19th.

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday 
         2000 N Street       Auburn, Nebraska

(402) 274-3614

All Makes & Models
Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

CELEBRATE THE
HOLIDAY,

Drink Responsibly,
ARRIVE HOME 

SAFELY!

Arbor Lodge Mansion, Another View
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1 Bedroom Apartment     Utilities Included
• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
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Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion

including local photos and articles

with the flavor of rural America.

A QUIET KITE

Through the lacy 
bare branches of
the trees is a 
moving silhouette 
hanging on the 
breeze. Closer 
it comes to the 
edge of the field, 
until it breaks from 
the wall of timber 
and becomes 
an eagle, his 
enormous profile 
swooping low
over the grass, 
seeming to be
tethered by an
invisible string, 
like a menacing 
kite bought from 
a crafts store, 
before he lands 
high in the top
of the lightning
scarred cottonwood.

DEEP FREEZE

Spring may not be
sprung yet, as March
comes around, because
Winter has decided
to be a bully. It was
pretending to be mild
at first.
But then something
happened to change
the mood of the ice
king who lives in a
house set next to the
north pole. 
One afternoon, after
his nap, he tripped
over his pet polar
bear, Thor, and fell
down the steps. 
Well, that hurt.
He was mad and
Thor was sore.
So they both started
to roar.
The louder they got,
the madder they were.
“Go away Winter,”  
they screamed, “and
don’t come back for
awhile!”
So winter went south,
and it locked the good
old U.S.A. in a deep
freeze so cold that it
felt like camping on
the surface of the
silver moon.

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag

SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

                           1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512                       AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305
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Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421

PENCIL PORTRAITS OF
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, & BUILDINGS

Portraits drawn 
from your

photographs.

8x10 mat size   $25.00
11x14 mat size  $35.00
16x20 mat size  $55.00 Phone: 402-209-9377

WALK AWAY

It’s time to walk 
away from the 
long tunnel of 
time that has 
led us through 
the depths of the 
dark of winter.
Look to the sky 
for the glow of 
spring that is 
coming to the 
rescue of our 
sad hearts. 
Tomorrow comes 
every day, and is 
a new way
to be in a better
place that is full
of hope and the
promise of peace. NORTH OF SPRING

On the steep north
slope of the blue 
bluff by the river, 
are old snow drifts, 
warriors left from 
the fierce battles 
of winter. They 
have eluded the 
warmth of the 
south sun, but 
soon it will find 
and devour them,
as it moves toward 
equinox. There is 
no escape from 
it’s deadly eye.

LUCKY?

They are hiding
under a blanket
of snow. One of 
these days they’ll 
grow into clover.
They’ll have sweet
blooms, and people 
will crawl on their 
hands and knees
through the patch,
counting leaves.
If one finds a plant
with four leaves,
instead of three,
they will shout out,
”Whoopee, lucky
me!” 

WIND IN THE WILLOWS

The river is a slithery,
slippery snake, sneaking
around the bend by the
bluff on the bottomland.
Wavy willows bow to the
wind gracefully, bending
and standing, pausing
and moving like a ballet
of ballerinas beside the
winding water.
They are a painting in
motion, like brushstrokes
kissing the canvas,
tracing the lines and the
curves of the stems and
the leaves. Geese glide 
in on the breeze, coming
to a sliding stop by the 
bank by the willows.

FRIENDS FOREVER

At times, we love 
our friends as much,
or even more, than
family members. 
Obligations don’t
trump connections
that are invisible 
cords that draw 
us to each other.
They make a bond
that is as strong as 
family blood and as 
lasting. Our hearts
have room enough
to hold everyone 
who belongs there.
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(S) ‘05 JD 1445, 72” deck, 1916 hrs, diesel, stk 371132.........................................$7,555
(A) ‘03 JD X485, 62” deck, 820 hrs, hydro, stk 371087...........................................$4,460
(S) ‘11 Toro Ground Master 3280-D, 72” deck, 839 hrs, diesel, stk 378346................$7,500
(A) ‘18 JD Z540M, 54” deck, 102 hrs, stk 374460..................................................$4,295
(A) ‘17 JD Z930R, 54” deck, 441 hrs, stk 371382...................................................$9,400
(S) ‘16 JD Z950R, 60” deck, 502 hrs, stk 373115...................................................$8,950
(S) ‘13 JD 997, 72” deck, 2530 hrs, diesel, stk 322280...........................................$7,800(S) ‘13 JD 997, 72” deck, 2530 hrs, diesel, stk 322280...........................................$7,800
(S) ‘08 Grasshopper 223, 60” deck, 615 hrs, stk 373256.........................................$3,495
(S) ‘04 JD 777, 60” deck, 1911 hrs, stk 381639.....................................................$3,000
(S) ‘14 JD Z930R, 54” deck, 1097 hrs, stk 320772.................................................$6,200

(S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241

(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941

AKRS.com 

New Honda and Toro Snow Blowers in stock. Give us a call!

Visit us in Auburn or Syracuse and see our lineup of John Deere Equipment

The female Cardinal shows her best colors this time of the year, too. (See male page 3.)
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www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let

The American Dream
Real Estate Company

be your first choice.

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557                     
Carla Mason, Broker .......274-1817

402-274-4410
820 Central Avenue                         Auburn, Nebraska 68305

1213 3rd St., Peru   $45,000
3 bedroom, 1.0 bath, 1768 sq ft 
s ing le  fami ly  home wi th  fu l l 
basement. Approx. .26 acre lot.

1023 5th St., Peru       $75,000
Five 1 bedroom apartments. Newer roof, 
furnace, water heaters, and some new 
windows. 2-car detached garage, large lot

1301 19th St., Auburn  $229,900

“The Avenue Apartments” 
16 Units

508 Nebraska St., Peru  $65,000
Three 2 bedroom apartments, 
with potential for 4th apartment. 
Fully occupied at present.

 • Utilities Paid
 • Building Security
 • Assigned Parking
 

 • Appliances Furnished
 • Laundry Facility
 • Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Low Income
One  Bedroom  Apartment 

Beautiful View

Carefree Living!

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

  (402) 274-4525

1100 Central Avenue   $130,000
Corner lot with Hwy frontage. Bldg 
size; 3150 sq ft. Lot size; 10,224 sq ft.

Commercial Property

Humboldt Listing

All the charm of a country cottage, with so 
much more! 2398 square foot unique floor plan 
and plenty of yard space, lofted dairy or horse 
barn, two story 2-car detached garage. Three 
bedooms, three baths. Seller has listed with 10 
acres, but will adjust to buyers wants/needs. Po-
tential to purchase full 160 acres - currently bulk 
of area is pasture ground with several ponds.

72035 637 Avenue, Humboldt          $289,000

208 California St., Peru   $175,000            
2 bedrms upstairs, Master suite w/
jetted tub & corner shower. Bs-
mnt 90% finished w/fam room. 

SOLD!

This Size Ad

countryneighbor@windstream.net

$45 per month or
$108 for 3 months

4-Color is
NO EXTRA 
CHARGE

WHEN PAID IN ADVANCE 
Includes Preferred Positioning

(when available))

UNDER

CONTRACT

UNDER

CONTRACT
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A Popcorn Lover
Janet Sobczyk, Omaha, © 2021

She pretends to settle into bed but ears point to the door
at the slightest kitchen rustle she’ll dash to beg some more.

Plink, plink, plink, kernels hit the pan
oil’s heated, salt’s ready, a midnight snack’s the plan.

She waits, impatient, white popcorn overflows again
bounces off counter, hits the floor. Win!

She skitters and dives, nabs her prey
triumphantly carries it away.

Spits it out, bats it around
picks it up and flops on the ground.

Nibbles it carefully, not in a hurry
then trots after the maker to dance in a flurry.

He relents, tosses one high
she biffs the catch, it bounces wide.

She sniffs and tracks it down
scarfs it, acts like a clown.

The game resumes, simple and fun
she leaps and catches the very next one. 

With popcorn she delights, it lifts the mood
she loves to perform and play with her food. 

Did you know that March 11th is National Popcorn Lovers Day?

 Diary Continued on page 11  >>>>>>

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson, Auburn

Wow, people. I was asleep by 10:00 last night and did not wake up 
until 7:45 this morning. Must have been the glass of wine I had. Or 
maybe I was just completely exhausted from five days of jigsaw 
puzzle effort.

Hubby bought me a 1,000-piece, 22-by-14-inch puzzle for Valen-
tine’s Day. That number of pieces in that small a finished size trans-
lates to individual pieces that are barely larger than my thumbnail. 
Just getting a grip on them is a challenge, let alone trying to fit them 
into place. 

If you are a puzzle fan, you know how addicting puzzles can be. 
Half an hour goes by like five minutes when you are fixated on find-
ing that one piece.  You know the one. It is totally unique among all 
the pieces. There is no chance you could mistake it for some other 
part of the puzzle.  It should be easy to spot!!  In fact, when you 
finally find it, you realize you have looked at it, and even tried to 
make it fit, multiple times already. 

There are definitely strange physics at work in jigsaw puzzles. Or 
perhaps it’s just my 68-year old eyes and changing light conditions. 

The cold weather of this past week has been ideal for puzzle mak-
ing. It’s not like I would have been doing much outdoors anyway 
in mid-February, but somehow sub-zero mornings and single digit-
afternoons induce a kind of mental time-warp. It feels like you have 
all the time in the world and nothing more pressing to do than fritter 
away half a day on a jigsaw puzzle inside your warm house. (Truth 
be told, my deadline for this column is the only thing keeping me 
away from that puzzle right now!)

I used to make a lot of large-piece jigsaw puzzles with an elderly 
friend at Good Sam nursing home.  She always asked, “Now, what 
will we do with this puzzle when it’s finished?” She was a very 
practical person. Activities and things needed to serve a purpose. 
My theory of her enjoyment of puzzle-making is that it was a sub-
stitute for her previous pastime of sewing crazy quilts. Fitting the 
pieces of a crazy quilt together resulted in a beautiful, yet practical, 
item. My friend passed away earlier this year at age 100, and one of 
my prized possessions now is a crazy quilt she made that adorns a 
bed in my guest room.

Puzzle-making was a staple of activity at my mom’s house when we 
used to spend Christmas there each year.  Mom also used to quilt, 
and she did embroidery and other fabric crafts. For my 60th birth-
day she made me a set of cotton dish towels embroidered for each 
day of the week. Sadly, my mom is not able to handle a needle and 
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<<<<<<<  Diary Continued from page 10

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30, Sat 8:30 - Noon

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394
2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.codysusave.com
Like Us on Facebook @codysusavepharmacy

Tired of Multiple Trips
for Prescriptions?

MEDICATION SYNCRONIZATION
1 Trip, 1 Day a Month

“Med Sync” for All Your Refills!

Cody’s USAVE in Auburn
Caring For You, And About You

Dedicated To Providing The Best 
Healthcare for You and Your Family

Pharmacy

Cody’sDiseases Can Be Invisible
Stephen Hassler

     I received notice from a friend that his doctor recently informed 
him of  “what he has.” He says that after years of being in pain, hid-
ing symptoms from others, pretending to be doing better than he was 
until that no longer worked, and finally knowing what he has, he 
wonders, “How do I deal with it?”
     Tired, wanting to lie down, taking medication frequently, having 
a whole pharmacy on the nightstand. Doctors say this disease lasts 
forever and that he will not heal.
     Tired of being asked, “Did you go to the doctor, have you tried 
this, have you tried that? Just go out and exercise.” Yes, he’s tried 
everything, but he’s not giving up.
     Not a cure, but a nap helps. Not lazy, but medication makes him 
sleepy. Not angry, but sometimes cranky with pain, mobility prob-
lems, fatigue, environment.
     Most frustrating is when people say it can’t be that bad, you look 
good. He always trys to look good. But the disease is an invisible one 
that affects one physically, mentally, and emotionally.
     Rare autoimmune diseases cannot be seen, but they are there, 
silent and painful. ALS, cancer, rheumatoid arthritis, multiple sclero-
ses, fibromyalgia, lupus, the list is long.

     I try to identify with my friend. My wife had polio when she was 
about four years old. She had multiple surgeries during high school, 
spending a lot of time at home in bed or in painful physical therapy. 
Learning to “hide” her limp, her neck and back pain, muscle pain in 
arms and legs, she blended in with society and the workplace. And 
then tragically, at middle age, nerve cells that didn’t die at first, but 
were only damaged, began to die, resulting in a lower level of mobil-
ity and more pain. She developed Post Polio Syndrome*.
     I used to think that if you’re in a wheelchair, you must be para-
lyzed, and so you don’t feel anything, no pain. But many people are 
in wheelchairs because it is excruciating to walk or stand, and some-
times even to sit. Sidewalk cracks are jolting, steps are mountains.
     And people add insult to injury by their ignorant comments. 
“You’re lucky you’re not a quadriplegic.” Right, she was so “lucky.”
     Do not try to diminish another’s pain. “Be there” for a friend or 
relative if they need someone, and perhaps help make their life easier. 
And be grateful for your health, not arrogant about it.

     *I don’t know my friend’s disease, however, if you are a polio 
survivor, the Nebraska Polio Survivors Association has a website; 
NE-polio.org or request an electronic copy of their newsletter; npsa.
org@hotmail.com

thread or puzzle pieces anymore. She lives in an assisted 
living facility now, at age 95. And like my friend had, my 
mom has a cheerful attitude about each day.

Time does not actually stop, it turns out. We all eventually 
reach the winter of our lives. Before that happens, we do 
well to take stock of how we are spending our time.  Let’s 
accomplish something  meaningful.  But let us also take a 
bit of time off once in a while. 

I am setting a goal to finish my jigsaw puzzle by the time 
the snow is melted. Then, I will rejoin the outdoor world.  
First on my list is taking a daily walk, then there’s pruning 
and ordering garden seeds and maybe even hiking at Indian 
Cave again. I feel more energetic already!! How about you?
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Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion

including local photos and articles

with the flavor of rural America.

Music in My School
Janet Sobczyk, Omaha, © 2021

It lifts my spirits

that lilt of piano

wafting down the hall

whether by a skilled hand

with smooth confidence

or a beginner’s hand

plinking with hesitance

doesn’t matter

it’s music the same

tugs the corners of my mouth

upwards

 pause to listen

just for the moment

it calms stress

inspires gratitude

lifts thoughts

above mundane concerns

soak it in

then…

praise the player

and thank the teacher.

March is “Music in Our Schools Month.”
 This poem is dedicated to music therapists, teachers, and

band directors everywhere, 
but especially those at Madonna School in Omaha.

Window On Fifth Street
Stephen Hassler, Peru

   I wonder what it means to have a window to the soul.

   My sons’ mother’s mother, had Alzheimers. One son, concerned about the 
possibility that he might have inherited that gene, sent a saliva sample to one 
of those online companies that analyze DNA and provide info on one’s ances-
try and possible diseases. He was relieved when the “printout” did not list the 
gene for Alzheimers. 

   Other things were listed that did not manifest themselves, like the genetic 
defect that is tested for in all new-borns, because it must be treated immedi-
ately if the baby has that abnormality. The gene was there, but the abnormal-
ity was not. As far as I know, there were no red flags in his DNA analysis.

   To further analyze his “genome” my son offered to pay to get me tested. 
So I sent in my saliva sample. The results showed nothing catastrophic for 
me, but the other side of the coin was interesting; ancestral lineage. The 
data showed that my son and I, as many Americans, have Western European 
ancestry. Ours is mostly German and Irish, as we already knew, but also a 
spattering of various nationalities including some representation from Eastern 
Europe. And farther back, way back, was a Neanderthal presence/strain.

   Some background; The latest research shows that Neanderthal man did not 
evolve into Cro-Magnon man as I was taught when I went to school. Rather, 
each was a separate species, but the Neanderthal “died out,” supposedly be-
cause it was inferior to Cro-Magnon which continued to evolve into Homo
Sapiens -- us. And yet, both the Cro-Magnon and Neanderthal genetic make-
ups allowed inter-species reproduction, and that is why Neanderthal is part of 
our DNA.

   I jokingly pointed out to my son that according to the printout, he is more 
Neanderthal than I am. I don’t think he thought it was funny. Anyway, this 
DNA analysis is as close to a “window to the soul” as I can imagine. Further-
more, I can’t help but be intrigued by relating all this to the concept of “origi-
nal sin” and how Cro-Magnon might have been “tempted” to get to know his 
Neanderthal neighbor a little better. Or maybe the other way around.

   So what would a “window to the soul” reveal? I’ll let you know if I ever 
get a peek. Until then, I anticipate that, this being March, my window on 
Fifth Street will provide a “window to Spring.” Looking forward to it.
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PSC Men’s Basketball
FEBRUARY 1, PSC v CULVER-STOCKTON COLLEGE     PSC 65-67

Visit pscbobcats.com
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PSC Women’s Basketball
February 10, PSC Bobcats v  Missouri Valley Vikings       PSC 79-58

Visit pscbobcats.com
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Peru State College News
Peru State Recognizes
Senior Cheerleaders

Prior to its virtual competition Val-
entine Day’s Night in the Al Wheeler 
Activity Center on the campus of 
Peru State, the Bobcat cheer team 
recognized its six seniors.
Before each of the cheerleaders were 
honored, the entire squad was intro-
duced as this was the first and only 
performance in front of home fans. 
A special recognition was announced 
prior to the event noting a special 
shout-out to one of senior’s mothers 
who had been undergoing radiation in 
her battle with breast cancer.

The following seniors were recog-
nized, along with their parents and/or 
escorts.
Hailey Babish, Ogallala. Molly 
Brown, Falls City. Kelsey Brundage, 
Juniata. Bailey Johnson, Johnson. 
Destiny Maguire, Greenwood. Cassie 
Seckel, Columbus.

1) Three of the seniors – Kelsey, 
Bailey, and Destiny have been mem-
bers of the team for four years. Hailey 
and Molly joined the team a year later 
while Cassie has been on the team for 
two seasons.

2) All six of these young women have 
not only worked hard on the com-
petition floor, but in the classroom 
as well. All six were named as Dak-
tronics-NAIA Scholar-Athletes last 
season and all are on track to earn the 
recognition for a second straight year.

3) Their focus on their academics, 
too, helped their team last season to 
be named as an NAIA Scholar Team 
which requires that the entire team 
who competed had to have a cumula-
tive 3.0 team grade point average.
Following the recognition of the 
seniors, the cheerleading squad 
warmed up for their virtual perfor-
mance, which they eventually won. 
It was Peru State’s first-ever win in 
competition in the two years of be-
ing competitive.

Peru State Dance Shows
Big Improvement

The Bobcat competitive dance team continues to 
show improvement as they earned a season-high 
score of 59.65 Friday night. Peru State finished 
third in a triangular hosted by Hastings.

The Broncos won the triangular with a team score 
of 73.05 while York was second with a total of 
68.1 The ‘Cats actually scored a 66.15 but had 
deductions of 6.5 – five of which was for not hav-
ing a large enough squad.

Dance has three categories which are expected 
to be performed – jazz, pom, and hip hop. Friday 
night, the Bobcats received their best total in jazz.

Peru State received its highest marks in choreog-
raphy and overall degree of difficulty.

Peru State Recognizes
Women’s Cross Country Seniors

   During halftime of a recent Peru State men’s basket-
ball contest, Bobcat fans were able to acknowledge and 
thank its two women’s cross country seniors. Annika 
McDonald (Tecumseh) and Makalah Scheele (Beatrice) 
were recognized by cross country coach James Cole 
and the Bobcat fans in attendance.
   McDonald is a psychology major and after gradua-
tion she plans to find a job helping children in foster 
care so she can make an impact on those who are going 
thorough something really hard in their life. 
   After graduation Scheele will continue her education 
to get a masters in child studies and hopefully get a 
child protective services job.

Visit pscbobcats.com

Peru State Golf
Bobcat Golf Team Honored as 

“Champions of Character Team.”

Bobcat Softball Opens with a Split
The Peru State softball team opened its 2021 season 
with a split against Southwestern in Winfield, Kan., on 
Thursday. The Bobcats won their first game of the sea-
son by taking the first game 8-1 over the Moundbuild-
ers. Southwestern then took the second game 6-4.

PASA and Bobcat Athletic
Department Recognize Hansons

     The Peru State athletic department and PASA, 
presented a plaque to “Dan and Elaine Hanson-  
In appreciation of your support of Peru State 
athletics from 2009 to 2021.” 
     As many of you are aware, the Hansons have 
decided to retire at the end of this fiscal year from 
Peru State after 11 years of service to the institu-
tion. The Bobcat athletic program thanks Dan 
and Elaine for the leadership provided in helping 
secure upgrades for the Oak Bowl Stadium, the 
Field House, the Park Avenue Entrance, and for 
getting the initial funding coming for an indoor 
facility for baseball and softball. In addition, 
more operational and scholarship funding has 
been provided. Plus, Mrs. Hanson has been a key 
part, too, in our student-athletes development as 
by helping with PASA and helping organize many 
community service opportunities for the athletes.
     Athletic Director Wayne Albury commented, 
“We have been very fortunate to have them as 
part of Peru State for the past 11 years and we 
definitely know the athletic programs would not 
be where they are at today without the support of 
both of them.”

Bobcat Baseball
     In their first action of the year, the McPherson Bull-
dogs swept the visiting Bobcat baseball team Friday in 
McPherson. The Bulldogs won the double header win-
ning 13-5 and 16-11.
     With the wins, McPherson improved to 2-0 while 
Peru State falls to 1-6.

Bobcat Men’s Basketball 
   Henry Tanksley (Lincoln), was named to the Heart 
of America Athletic Conference Second Team List for 
the second year in a row. Tanksley, a 6-4 senior guard, 
finished as the fifth leading scorer overall in the con-
ference and sixth in average scoring. The postseason 
awards were selected by each head coach in the league.

Lone Bobcat MBB Senior Recognized
   Before the final home game of the Peru State men’s 
basketball team, the Bobcats took a few minutes to 
recognize their lone senior member of the team, #32, 
Isaac Simpson (Papillion). Simpson, a 6-7 forward, was 
accompanied to center court by his mother Tasha.
   One of his favorite Bobcat memories is winning the 
conference tournament championship in 2019 and 
earning a berth into the NAIA National Championship 
tournament.
   Simpson came to Peru State from the University of 
Omaha. He is the son of Jim and Tasha Simpson. Simp-
son is an elementary education major and after gradua-
tion plans to become a basketball graduate assistant and 
start teaching within the next few years. He is presently 
student teaching at Auburn Elementary.
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Pure Raw Honey

402 - 274 - 3725
Auburn, Nebraska

We Can Ship Any Amount

12 oz. bears ................................................. $3.75
24 oz. bears ................................................. $6.50
5 lb. jug ...................................................... $19.00
1 gallon jug (12 lbs.).................................. $44.00
5 gallon jug (60 lbs.)................................ $173.00Valentino’s of Nebraska City

1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410

(402) 873-5522

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522  1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$1.00 OFF ANY PURCHASE!!! 
Good Through April 30, 2021

$1.00 OFF ANY PURCHASE!!! 

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and 
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free! Or Dine in! 

Our Grand Italian Buffet 
Includes Pizza,

Salad & Dessert!

Buy any pizza and
get a frozen pizza

‘to go’ for half price!

CHANCELLORS 
$6,750

GPA of 3.85 out of 4.0

PRESIDENTS 
$6,250

GPA of 3.50 out of 4.0

DEANS 
$5,750

GPA of 3.20 out of 4.0

T.J. MAJORS 
$5,250

GPA of 2.70 out of 4.0

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR SCHOLARSHIPS AT:

WWW.PERU.EDU/ADMISSIONS
Nebraska’s First College • Established in 1867 • Peru, Nebraska • 1-800-742-4412  |  Member Institution of the Nebraska State College System 

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission since 1915  |  Accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

CAREER SCHOLARSHIP PLUS
Peru State College and the State of Nebraska are calling all 
future Business, Education, Criminal Justice and Computer 
majors!

The Nebraska Career Scholarships have limited availability,  
so don’t miss the award deadline, so apply today.

Up to full tuition scholarships available!

AWARD REQUIREMENTS:
◆ Majoring in Business, Education, Criminal Justice or  

Computer Management Information Systems.
◆ Score of 18 or above on the ACT.
◆ Completed free Peru State College admission  

application and personal statement.


