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Guitar Poems

Steve Adams

She’s red

I’m green

And that means blue
That’s what you get
When you mix the two

She’s up town

And I’m down home
She’s out at night
And I’m alone

She likes silk

And I’m blue jean
She’s all red

And I’m all green

Yeah, she’s all red

And I’m all green

Let me tell ya brother

It’s a serious thing

You don’t know what she does to me
She’s all red

And I’m all green
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SEE ME
FOR YOUR
INSURANCE
AND
FINANCIAL
REVIEW.

Together we'll prioritize your
needs and help you plan your
financial future. Schedule your
free review today.

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE

Patrick Castle Ins Agcy Inc
Pat Castle, Agent
Auburn, NE 68305
Bus: 402-274-5121

A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.*
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
State Farm » Home Offices: Bloomington, IL
PO35333 10/03

A Silent Retreat in Winter

Janet Sobczyk

“An oasis of silence”
pamphlets proclaim

nestled into a Nebraska plain
quiet beckons

I answer the call

to a weekend of introspection.

Brick walls secure amid

brown native grasses
whispering secrets into the wind
tell of burdens unloaded

by troubled humans seeking
rest, and answers.

Martin houses stand empty
trees shiver naked

evergreens form an honor guard
flagpole ropes clap a rhythm

an azure sky longing for

the return of birds.

Inside, silence reigns

voices turn to lowest volume
carpeting hushes footsteps
windows encourage day dreaming
artwork begs a long look

chapel awaits with magnetic pull.

At meals, utensils clink
self-consciously against plates
conversation in the kitchen
intrudes through opening door
ears perk at the sudden sound
napkins dab satisfied mouths.

People arise

smiling their goodbyes

walk wordlessly to solitary nooks
or meander pathways

around a half-frozen pond
created for reflection.

Time tells me to leave

but heart wants to stay

reading, writing, praying, listening
heals the stress

clears the head

sends me on my way.

This poem describes attendance at the January
2018 women's silent guided retreat at St. Bene-

dictine Retreat Center in Schuyler, Nebraska.
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Heavy Engine Repair
Transmission Repair
Alignments
Exhaust Repair
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2001 Ford Taurus SES 2011 Toyota Venza - Low Mlles 2015 Mazda CX5 Sport 2009 Dodge Journey RT AWD

814 Central Ave. Auburn, Nebraska 68305
Call 402-274-2277 Visit www.BetterwayAutomotive.com

Caffeine Musings

%[7 % g/;_ 4 Merlin Wright

Found a penny on the ground by our car at the grocery

) ) store...... Darlene asked if I was going to pick it up and I
March Wine-Tasting Hours: quoted someone on the internet, “yes because it says: In

Wednesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 God we Trust”. I trusted myself to be able to bend over and

Sundays 1 to 5 Closed Mondays and Tuesdays then straighten back up. I understand it costs over one and

6th Annual Sprl ng Flin g | a half cents to make a one cent coin. During my childhood

one penny could be used to buy something such as a gum-

SATUR DAY, MARCH 24 ball or a prestamped postcard. Picture postcards however;
$1 2 Bottles of Wine All Day| always needed a two cent stamp.

VINEYARD & WINERY

Cherry Wi ne, $2000 Google tells me that the price of a prestamped postcard was
(no volume discount) doubled to two cents in 1917 and lowered back to one cent
; in 1919 after financing World War One. That method of
The “St1ll” Is Operating! ! ~ financing federal spending was used again for a few years

starting in 1925. Then in 1951 the price jumped up from a
penny several times and did not drop back down. There was

Vodka is presently in production.

Whiskey, Brandy, and Moonshine LU i i = another penny increase from 34 cents in 2017 to 35 cents in
will soon be added in our =2 ]
New Production F&Clllty . : ; N If One day recently I was given an orange and that caused me
‘ il to think of the good old days. Our church gave each
402-825-4601 702 Main Street Continued on page 9 >>>>>>>

www.whiskeyruncreek.com Brownville, Nebraska 68321
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Morma's Antique Mall, LLC
1715 Stone Stroet
Falls City, ME 48355

Morma Brittell

Owner

va's Antique Mall, TLC ¢
R Collectibles -

402-245-4338

FoceBook At Mormosantquemall

HEARTHSIDE COUNTRY STORE

2 MILES NORTH OF SABETHA, KANSAS ON HWY 75

BULK FOODS KITCHENWARE

Hours: Mon. - Sat.  8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
BEVERLY GOODMAN
Manager

Phone & Fax: (785) 284-0303
2494 200th Road E-mail: hearthside2494 @alltel.net

Sabetha, Kansas 66534 www.hearthsidecountrystore.com
Follow us on facebook

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS

This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment  Ultilities Included
+ Affordable quality living
* Rent based on income
+ Applications will be placed on waiting lists
* No pets
» Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460 @
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I tried to keep my feeder full during the cold and snow.

The Red-bellied Woodpecker is entertaining to watch.



PAINT THE MORNING

With the brush of a wing
tip, the morning sky
becomes a pale pink
canvas covered with

geese and ducks.

From far above, wailing
echoes fall from the high,
lonesome paths of sandhill
cranes, their graceful
bodies hauling long

legs behind them, like
extra luggage. Below
them is the old river that
flows through their genes,
and calls for them to pause
on a journey that never

ends. But, in the mayhem of

landings in a big wind, the
delicate bodies twist and
stumble into a cornfield,

fighting for balance with their

open wings, finally settling

safely, grateful for rest.

Poetry by Devon Adams

THE EDGE OF WINTER

Now that the sun disk

is on a dead run for the
center of the sky between
the longest and shortest
days, male birds have
found their voices and
are calling for mates to
recognize them for the
handsome devils that
they are. Traces of old
snow linger on the north
slopes and in shadows.
There is always a chance
for wind, rain, hail, snow,
ice or sunshine, sometimes
all on the same day. Like
rotten ice on a farm pond,
the days hang on the edge
of winter, waiting for the
last of the freeze to melt
and make life green again.

SUITE FOR SUMMER DREAMS

Softly spaced single notes

hang in chilly air, like whispered
prayers in a cold cathedral.
Songs sung slowly come from
all directions, as birds find voices
that were silent in the snow.

A Suite for Summer Dreams
comes together from the tiny
hearts of those with feathers,
and they will play it loud and
long, until the flirting and the
courting create little lives deep
inside their fragile eggs.

DEGREES OF SEPARATION

Each year her body
shrinks a fraction of
an inch, and energy
for moving, not to
mention getting past

PENCIL PORTRAITS: PEOPLE & ANIMALS
Done from your photographs.

the aches and pains,
is slowly ebbing. But
the action inside her
brain was always in
the highest gear, with

Send to:

Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421
OR

buckskinz@windstream.net

precision thinking and
judgement operating at
an optimum level, like
a well-tuned racing car.
Then a turn of health
led down a complicated

path, with detours into
disease, and fear and

8x10 (mat size) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00

Phone: 402-209-9377
'Web Site: BuckSkinz.com

panic, and being trapped
inside a room of her own
thoughts. It is a room
with a very small door

of opportunity for escape,
but not impossible to do,

with the right amount of
courage and determination.

March 2018

IN TANDEM

Like horses pulling a wagon,
hitched side by side, cedar
waxwings and robins work

as a team to haul spring away

from winter. They arrive together,
descending from the sky to fill bare
trees with activity and busy minds.
Lawns are sprinkled with robins
searching for lunch in soil no

longer frozen, while waxwings
flitter in cedars and other trees

that still have leftover berries

from last fall. The last traces of
winter will be leaving soon, they
seem to say, in spite of late blizzards
that may try to argue with the calendar.

RANDOM HEARTS

The search goes on

for the one she wants,
even though the body
count is growing larger
every year. Always
there are flaws that
surface over time, leading
to dismissal of a suitor,
or a husband. Impulses
can cause bad choices,
and instant attractions are
like chocolates, because
one is never enough and
maybe the next one will
be better than the last.

So the days go on and
the years add up, until
the time that she may
wonder if the problem

is her own, and not the
fault of the men who’ve
loved and lost her.

Your Country Neighbor 5
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NEW LISTING'

THE

‘merican
Dream

REAL ESTATE COMPANY

1520 22nd Street $101,000

This is a very nice, 2+ bedroom, 1 3/4 bath home
locatedjust 1 block from Calvert Elementary School.
All Electric home with Radiant heat on main floor

main floor | 4907 26ih Street  $130,000 1008 P Street $58,000 63600 712 Rd, Humboldt $122,000
(Gas backup furnace). New Roof2007. Siding, win- | 4 bed, 2 bath, spiit entry. Large family 3 haq 2 bath ranch, finished 4-bed, 2 3/4-bath, walkout bsmt,
dows, and doors replaced in 2014. Poured concrete | "™ new fumace & alcin 2016, 2 lots. great view, det. 2-car garage.

basement, garage, fenced yard
basement, with partial finish. 1-car heated garage, | 5"~ 7%« =

all located on a beautifully landscaped corner lot.
Make your appointment today!
Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let
The American Dream
Real Estate Company

_ _ 1515 K Street $78,500 2608 S Street $12,500  27th & O Street $20,000
be your first choice. 3-bed raised ranch. Basement 1-bed, 1-bath. New PTAC unit. 100 x 140 sq.ft. Lot for building
| 402-274-4410 || laundry, family room.1-car garage. 2-car detached garage. your home. Shade trees included.
Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557 820 Central Avenue Auburn, Nebraska 68305
Carla Mason, Broker ....... 274-1817 )
VSR www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com REALTOR

Carefree Living! This Size Ad

Low Income $105 for 3 months
One Bedroom Apartment

Beautiful View 4-Col ris

No More Snow Shoveling NO EXTRA
No More Lawn Mowing CHARGE
« Utilities Paid * Appliances Furnished

| -_.._ + Building Security + Laundry Facility WHEN PAID IN ADVANCE

+ Assigned Parking - Activity Room & Librarv Includes Preferred Positioning

(when available))

Va"ey VleWApartmentS Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00 ™"
(High Rise) « 1017 H Street « Auburn, NE ( 402) 274-4525 countryneighbor@windstream.net

March 2018 Your Country Neighbor 7




HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE - Hotpoint « Whirlpool - Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE

(402) 274-5512 AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

PEGGY KUSER

Certified Public Accountant
pkuse @windstream.net

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

(402) 274-5106 Fax: (402) 274-2580

THE HAIR COTTAGE

_ -For All Your Family
Shelly Nichols Hair Care Needs
Peru, Nebraska

-Tanning
402-872-3107 -Manicures
Hours:

Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

Mainstreet
BANK

themainstreet.bank

Cook Louisville Peru Syracuse Tecumseh Virginia Wymore
Member FDIC

8 March 2018 Your Country Neighbor

Diary of a Part-time Housewife

Merri Johnson

Hubby and I frequently watch Wheel of Fortune, usually from the vantage point of
the supper table. I know, people are supposed to talk to each other at meals, not watch
television. But, hey, we’re retired: we talk to each other all day. By evening, we’re
ready to turn the conversational duties over to Pat and Vanna.

That doesn’t mean we watch in silence, however. Hubby has plenty to say to the con-
testants.

“Always take an ‘R’,” is one of his most commonly offered announcements.

“Don’t spend all of your money buying vowels,” he warns. “You’re only helping the
other contestants at your own expense.”

“Watch the wheel when you spin!” He may add, “you moron,” when a contestant re-
peatedly spins with no apparent regard for the position of the flipper. He doesn’t have
much sympathy for players who hit bankrupt or lose a turn in that scenario.

He has even more scorn for those who fail to call the obvious multiple letters. And
people who play too conservatively and solve when there are still multiple letters to
be had get the worst treatment. “You can’t win big if you aren’t willing to take a risk!”
And for good measure, “You moron!”

The game’s new feature of allowing the big winner to choose the category for the bo-
nus round has afforded hubby another opportunity to opine. “Never choose ‘thing.” It’s
much too broad.” I have to agree with him on all his pointers.

Of course we call out our own guesses as the game progresses. “We gotta get on the
show,” he likes to say. “I’ll spin, you solve. We could do it.”

Well, “we” haven’t gotten onto the show. But, hubby did get his chance to audition as
an individual recently in Omaha. Perhaps you saw him on the Omaha evening news on
February Ist. The local TV station that airs the program was on hand for the 45-person
audition. Hubby was in the front row of seats. Everyone was clapping and cheering en-
thusiastically. Well, not everyone. It’s an understatement to say that hubby is low-key
when it comes to cheering. I show more excitement watching sports than he does.

So, how did he do at the audition? Let’s just say his performance was nothing to get
excited about. Contestants don’t actually spin the wheel at the audition. That is done
by a show staffer. So, hubby didn’t get a chance to impress the judges with his spin-
ning technique. He had to perform strictly on his brain power. He felt that he did okay
picking letters that fit, but he isn’t the best speller you’ll ever come across, and he
didn’t actually solve a puzzle. Then, of course, there was the “enthusiasm” factor. You
can be dull on Jeopardy, but not on Wheel.

Perhaps we’ll get on the show as a couple someday. Then we’ll get to test hubby’s
confidence in his spinning prowess and in my vocabulary skills. Until then, we’ll just
keep enjoying the show from the sidelines. Perhaps hubby will pick up some pointers
on playing with enthusiasm while he’s watching.
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Brownville’s Carson House, February 2018

<<<<< Caffeine Musings, Continued from page 3

kid a paper sack of candy after the Christmas program and there was
also an orange in the sack. During the depression, kids were delighted
to find an orange in their stocking. Now we buy oranges at most gro-
cery stores any month and don’t think about the good old days. Ordi-
nary oranges are considered not good enough for special occasions.

The small sweet Mandarins are easier to peel and are marketed under
several names such as Clementines or Halos or Cuties. In an effort to
be correct I used google and learned that Clementines, Halos, Cuties,
Tangerines, Satsumas and five others are all Mandarins. One source

claims that the name used depends on which month they ripen and are
sold.

Darlene and I are again reading the book, One Man’s Wilderness. We
had both read the book six years ago, so the little details were miss-
ing from our collective memory. The book tells of the daily happen-
ings of Richard Proenneke starting in 1968 while building a cabin at
Twin Lakes in Alaska. The cabin interior was 11 feet by 15 feet which
is about the size of our kitchen. The most enjoyable way to read of
his snowy existence is to read on a day when snow is falling here in
our area. Richard Proenneke lived in Primrose, lowa and recently the
nearby town of Donnellson, lowa developed a museum containing a
replica of his cabin. His cabin was smaller than the recently built log
cabin along main street in Brownville.

( CELEBRATE THE
HOLIDAY,
Drink Responsibly,
ARRIVE HOME
SAFELY!

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair

Body Work
Glass Installation T
Welding ExCELLEnCE

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
2000 N Street  Auburn, Nebraska

K (402) 274-3614 -
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% Bobcat Basketball

Thanks for a great season!

Cody’s

SIV@,

I EL I ETSY
2220 J Street e Auburn, Nebraska 68305

NEW
SHINGLES VACCINE

90% Etfective!!!

now available at USave Pharmacy
for patients over 50

Immunize at USave Pharmacy
No Appointment Needed

Seasonal Influenza Activity Has Increased!

Flu Shots Available Now!
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-1:00

www.CodysUsave.com
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Old Home Place
390 Plgmory Lang
lsost Coast

I had no premonition. No warning at all. The day seemed hopeful, even prom-
ising. There was a lovely rainbow arching across the sky as I drove along—
a symbol of joy and peace. It was a fine day, really....

A fine day to DIE...But I didn’t know that!

There was a smattering of raindrops on the windshield—nothing ominous. The
canyon sparkled from brief bursts of sunshine and rain. For some reason, |
decided to pull off the road along the river. I soon regretted it, and found my
little car high-centering on river rocks. It took me a minute to back out of the
situation.

A one minute delay. Just one minute! I had no idea how vital a minute can be.
A minute can determine whether you will live or die...whether you will be at the
wrong place at the wrong time.

Driving on down the canyon, [ rounded a curve and was suddenly confronted by
a scene that made my blood run cold.
I hit the brakes and my car slid to a halt.

Across the highway was a torrent of rocks that had tumbled off the mountain.
They littered the entire roadway, a fresh slide that had occurred moments before.

I recoiled at the sight, then instinctively hurried my little Honda across the scat-
tered debris-field. I steered between the big rocks—crunching over the small—
hurrying lest a fresh supply of rocks come tumbling down on my head.

I made it safely across, and it was then that [ saw a white truck parked on the
side of the road. The young man standing beside the King Cab looked stunned
as he stared at his late model vehicle.

It was a nice extended Cab with 4 doors, and it was in bad shape. The wind-
shield had been shattered by large rocks. A young woman was still sitting in the
passenger’s seat. She was picking shards of glass out of her skin.

Turning on my emergency flashers, I stopped my car on the shoulder of the road,
and hurried over to the young couple.
“Are you all right?”

They nodded, looking stunned. They were still in a state of shock, but as I ques-
tioned them, they slowly began to thaw. Words tumbled out of the young man.
Disbelief. Anger. Frustration.

He paced about, bemoaning his fate. “Look at my new truck!” he said. “I
haven’t even made the first payment on it! Worse yet, I don’t have full coverage
insurance! I’m going to have to sue the State to get reimbursed!”

He showed me a big rock that had smashed through the windshield and landed
in the back seat. It was as big as a bowling ball and it had passed right between
the two of them.

“Of Peace and Peril....”
By Vicki O'Neal

They were fortunate to be alive. I told them so—realizing at the same time that
it could have just as easily been me beneath that onslaught of rocks. Me and my
little Honda.

“Thank God no one was killed!” I said.

“Actually,” he said, “We’re lucky we didn’t have our kids in the back seat of the
King Cab! That big rock could’ve killed them.”

“Wow!” I said, aghast. “We need to document this damage in case you have to
sue the state. I’ll take pictures if you’d like.”

The young man nodded glumly and returned to his pacing, cussing beneath his
breath.

I went to work with my camera, documenting the damage to the truck—captur-
ing the whole thing via cellphone video.

It was then that we heard a siren in the distance, the sound of an approaching
squad car. A moment later, the officer arrived in a flurry of flashing lights and
blaring sirens. He got out of the vehicle and stood surveying the scene. Then he
started barking out questions.

I went on filming my “documentary” until the officer’s voice cut through my
reverie. “Were you involved in the accident, ma’am?”

“No,” I said, “But thank God I wasn’t a minute sooner!”

“Good...Great...Perfect!” he intoned, all business-like. “Now if you’ll move your
vehicle out of the way before it gets hit by oncoming traffic....”

Obviously, I was in the way. I was impeding the business of the State. I needed
to move along!

I exchanged information with the young couple, promising to email them the
photos and video, then got in my car.

Other drivers were still gawking at the poor young couple, but no one else had
stopped to help. Everyone was content to rubberneck...to speculate...to shrug
aside a near tragedy. Lives could’ve been lost....but the Good Lord had been
merciful.

I took a deep breath and started the car. “Thank you, Lord, for sparing us.
We’re so grateful!”

Just then, sunlight pierced the clouds and I looked up to see a lovely rainbow
arching across the sky as I drove off. It was a symbol of joy and peace! Hope

and promise!

It was a fine day, indeed....A fine day to be alive!

March 2018 Your Country Neighbor 11



BOBCAT SOFTBALL

Peru, NE
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3-22
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3-31
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Ottawa Univ.

Mount Mercy Univ.
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William Penn Univ.
Nebraska Wesleyan Univ.
Evangel Univ.

Missouri Valley College
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Baker Univ.
Benedictine College

Culver-Stockton College
SENIOR DAY
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TOURNAMENT
SPRINGFIELD, MO

Accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
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Mount Mercy

Mount Mercy

Clarke Univ.
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Bethany College
MidAmerica Nazarene Univ.
Central Methodist Univ.

Culver-Stockton College
SENIOR DAY
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OZARK, MO

Champions
of Character

ek %‘W

Nebraska's First College « Established in 1867 « Peru, Nebraska « 1-800-742-4412

Member Institution of the Nebraska State College System
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commiission since 1915

@ O ®
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G - Guaranteed! e
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\‘E}j/ Receive a $5 Gift Card Free! \:E:/

'f$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon'i9
Good Through April 30, 2018

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE68410 |l
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March 2018

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and M The Grand Italian Buffet!

Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street

_Dmper's

Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

*SUPER
BEE

Stop in and have your fill of

Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

Pure Raw Honey
&
Bee Pollen

402-274-3725
Auburn, Nebraska
We Can Ship Any Amount

PLUS
Buy any pizza and
get a frozen pizza
'fo go' for half pricel

Your (-30untry Neighbor



