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Cover Photo(s)

There was a reasonable amount of
activity at the Wildlife Refuge in Feb-
ruary. I managed to get some photos
of Bald Eagles, Snow Geese, Trum-
peter Swans, and a Hawk. [ may have
missed the spactacular ‘peak’ in the
Snow Geese migration when 2 million
are in the refuge at the same time. Un-
less they ‘peak’ later this month, most
may have passed over the refuge on
their way northward, due to the recent
warm weather.

I will visit the refuge again in March
as well as Kearney, Nebraska, for the
Sandhill Crane migration. And with
the recent sighting of Robins in Au-
burn, I anticipate my backyard visitors
will increase, becoming active with
courting, singing, and showing off
their colors.

Spring is such a welcoming time for
new things... again.
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Bald Eagle; just off Highway 2,
East of Nebraska City.

Share With Others!

If you like this publication, please
send the internet address below to
your relatives and friends who live
outside our ‘Country Neighbor’ area.
There are more than ten years of
monthy issues ‘online’ for everyone’s
viewing pleasure.

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Please consider supporting the advertisers
who support Your Country Neighbor,

and mention where you saw their ad.

Thank you!
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Pharmacy
2220 J Street * Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Tired of Multiple Trips
for Prescriptions?

Introducing “MED SYNC”!
1 Trip, 1 Day a Month for
All Your Refills!
Cody’s USAVE Pharmacy

in Auburn
All Your Refills -- 1 Day, 1 Trip

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-1:00

www.Stores.Healthmart/CodysUsavePharmacy
(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

2220 J Street * Auburn, Nebraska 68305
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BF Goodrich Oil Changes
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Custom acrylic paintings
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email honey@honeysartwork.com
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Life’s ‘Locations’
Stephen Hassler

I often envy those who ‘never moved away’ from their hometown. Until
a few years ago, I never lived in one location for more than seven years
at a stretch, during my adult life. So far I’ve lived in six states; begin-
ning with Nebraska, and now I’m back in Nebraska. I don’t have the
life-long familiarity of one community, nor life-long friends, nor a single
long-time business in one place. I can only imagine how precious those
connections must be for others. Still, I am content with my experiences;
I even feel fortunate having had them. I’ve seen a lot of the country,

and not just on vacation. I’ve lived near the mountains, not far from

the seashore, in the desert, in the scenic ‘hill country’ of Texas, and the
New York metropolitan area, not to mention a Nebraska farm, and now
a ‘small’ town. When I was a schoolboy, I remember reading about far
off places, never imagining that I would visit such places, let alone live
there. So it could be said that [ never dreamed of such adventures. Some-
times reality is more adventurous than dreams.

Several years ago I got that ‘7-year itch’, and began to think about a
‘change’. But it didn’t happen. I was too content. Previous reasons for re-
locating were employment, college, seeking to improve my life. But I've
been content here with interesting friends, interesting work, and a good
location for experiencing life.

Perhaps if | had stayed in my hometown, I might have longed for places
unseen, might even have felt trapped, “stuck-in-a-rut”. But I believe that
I would have been content either way. People (un)happy in one location
are usually (un)happy in another. I’'m also of the notion that two places
could be better than one. So I think I would like to have two residences
one day, and enjoy both “worlds”, especially if one world is that of a
small town and the other is the “big city”. Why not dream along with
me? You and I still have room in our lives for a few more adventures.
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Where Life Is Good

Marilyn Woerth

What happened to January and February and all the projects I had %[?%ﬁ wa
planned for those cold winter months? Well down our way we
didn’t get the snowfall that helps keep you home during the long
winter months. And we have had some absolutely decent days
that lure one outside. Then there were the two weeks we spent in
Lincoln while Steve’s father was in the hospital. A few of my/our
projects did get done, some half way done and others, sadly may

VINEYARD & WINERY

March Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wednesday through Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

have to wait until next winter. But isn’t that the way of life. We aim Sundays
high, do our best and settle for the halfway mark, not because we 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
are settlers but more because that’s the best that can happen when Closed Mondays and Tuesdays Whiskev Run Creek Vi d & Wi
life is so unpredictable. bl mery
For instance, I needed to make my husband a new pair of pants for Our 4th Annual Sprlng thg!
his hunter’s renaissance costume. (Oh h t1di that be-
, (Ohhaven't I discussed thatbe- | SATURDAY, MARCH 19TH, 10 AM TO 10 PM
fore, we go to renfests in costumes I make.) I figured it would take .
me two days. I usually cut out the pattern one day then start sewing $10 Bottles of Wine All Day LOHg!
the next. The pattern cutting went just fine but the next day and the (no volume discount)

next day and the next not so fine. I don’t know if it’s just that 'm
getting old, or patterns are getting harder or mistakes are made in

instructions (which has been known to happen). When I come to LIVE MUSIC 7 PM TO 9 PM
that point in my sewing where what the pattern tells me to do and Featuring Daniel Christian - Pop, Rock, & Folk Music

what my eyes and brain perceive don’t line up, I close everything ($5.00 Cover Charge)
down and walk away.

Ask Us About Our “Case Customer” Program.

. . . Reserve the ‘Loft’ for your Wedding, Party, or other Event.
Now I suppose one might think that I have decided to table the

problem and not dwell on it but that is not how my mind works. I 402-825-4601 702 Main Street

will be mulling it over, sometimes not even quite aware that [ am whiskeyruncreek.com Brownville, Nebraska 68321
doing that. You would never guess that two things are constantly

going on in that small brain. Or maybe you would? I am not sure

how distracted I seem to others as this process goes on. Eventually
I will come back to my sewing table having figured out the instruc-
tions or writen my own and the work continues. I have noticed that

German patterns are the worst. They seem to take it for granted that B ""’n ‘Ly el’m C a
I’m a better seamstress than [ am. Their instructions are like a big r c e
jig saw puzzle with some of the pieces missing. i - Open Dally
]
11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
plus

Saturdays
5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

I like to engage this problem-solving technique in my own personal
life as well. When things become overwhelming I shut down the
problem, work on it in my head, then try to approach it again. I
have even been known to crawl into bed and take a nap and wake
up ready to take on the most difficult chore, task, or reality. I have
found this brings some wonderful results and keeps me from having
to remove stitches already sewn in the fabric I am sewing or in the
fabric of my life.

Closed Mondays

My husband will tell you I need to work on doing this more and Be our guest Saturday evenings; enjoy Prime Rib or other

more lately, for I seem to be short-tempered as of late. And this Delicious Entrées with the Lyceum’s home cooked flavor
winter I can’t even blame it on cabin fever. His pants have turned

out well and so will the fabric and patterns of my life as long as I re-
member to stop, contemplate, and strategize before I sew things up.

Anita Robertson, Owner/Manager

) ) ) ) 402-825-4321 228 Main Street Brownville, Nebraska
Here’s hoping that you all made it through these winter months with

at least one project finished. I also hope that you and I have stored
up enough vitality to carry us through the spring because here it
comes. Thinking of my spring projects with joyous thoughts, (and
shelving my unfinished winter ones) where life is good.

4 March, 2016 Your Country Neighbor
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A SPARK IN THE DARK

On a quiet night,

the wind sleeps,

and the stars come
closer. The dark is
black and deep,

an infinity of space

that holds the answers

to all the questions.
Time has no definition
in such a state of wonder.
Then a meteor flashes
across the sky, burning a
brand on the air, and we
realize that our lives are
only a spark in the dark.

ALWAYS CHANGING

Moving along, the creek gurgles

over limestone slabs and chunks

that have rolled into the ravine

over the years. Lots of years.

Moving water has cut into the

land like a cake knife slices

through layers of sugar dreams.

Now the gorge is deep, it’s steep

sides hung with dangling roots

from precarious trees that will

soon pass the point of lean and

give up their grip, plunging off the
edge. Their trunks will become
bridges for the four-legged denizens
who live the wild life here.

A future century may find these plains
covered with glaciers, or wrapped

in a green blanket of tropical growth.
Or, in an instant of cataclysmic eruption,
the lovely lake in Yellowstone Park might
make way for the giant glob of magma
that seethes deep inside a devil’s bowl.
We may see that one coming,

but we won’t see the end of it.

Poetry by Devon Adams

A BOX OF CRAYONS

It’s time to sit at the table,

get out our crayons, and color
Spring. Cabin fever is done,

and windows want to inhale

the sweet breath that comes

from dark, wet earth and plants
stirring in their winter beds.

Songs hover, like kites, tethered
to the throats of birds. Use all the
hues and shades, scratch and
scribble, mix and match, until

you have a rainbow glow. Make
a garden, make a sky of bluebirds,
a flashing yellow finch, or cardinals
wearing stop signs. Make it spring
before it snows again!

A FAIR TRADE

What is it worth?

If your heart spent love
that can’t be measured to
make a place your own,
and then you have to leave
for reasons that are never
good enough, how can you
walk into tomorrow?

The only place to rest is in
your memories. They’re
ghosts inside your brain,
but will be real enough for
comfort, until a brand new
space seems lovely too.

SNOW WARRIORS

The face of the earth

1s being swept with a

brush of snow. Violent
winds are charging across
the plains, like an invading
army from the wild north.
You can see the shape of
the warriors defined by swirling
flakes that bend and twist
with each eddy and whirl of
monster breath that blows.

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS

Done from your photographs.
Send to:

Devon Adams

P.O. Box 192

Peru, NE 68421

OR
buckskinz@windstream.net

8x10 (mat size) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00

Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site: BuckSkinz.com
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( CELEBRATE THE

HOLIDAY,
Drink Responsibly,
ARRIVE HOME
SAFELY!

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work

Glass Installation e rm
Welding EXCELLENS

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday

2000 N Street  Auburn, Nebraska A ile Bald Easl ds3to 5 develon i hite head & tail
\ (402) 274-3614 / Juvenile Bald Eagle needs 3 to 5 years to develop its white hea tail.

Carefree Living!

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

* Utilities Paid * Appliances Furnished )
* Building Security e Laundry Facility oS o
* Assigned Parking ¢ Activity Room & Library A \‘x\\‘h
| _ 3
— - e | I = ‘\‘_\jﬂhh\- \
Valley View Apal'tments Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00 SN ) T
(High Rise) » 1017 H Street « Auburn, NE N RN - ~
(402) 274-4525 S \L ‘

Red-tailed Hawk
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NEW CONSTRUCTION!

1916 6th Street  $275,000

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath, open floor plan
home in a beautiful setting. Kitchen, walk-
in pantry, bar seating, breakfast nook.
Master suite with full bath and walk-in
closet. Main floor laundry, and full main
bath. Living room access to approxi-
mately 14 x 19 deck. Full walkout bsmt..

Whether it’s buying, selling,
renting, or looking for
a place to build, let
The American Dream
Real Estate Company

THE

‘merican

R
" PRICE REDUCED

1609 23rd Street $149,900

3-bed, 1 full bath, and two 3/4 baths.

Bsmt apt w/sep entr, 2-car garage

PR Ty

=

2311 Q Street

$136,500
4 bed, 1 3/4 bath, family room,
roomy kit/appliances, 1-car garage.

A

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

713 4th St., Peru
3-bed 2-bath, large kitchen,
main floor laundry.

$34,900

be your first choice. U
402-274-4410 706 14th Street $110,000 1115 13th Street $69,000 609 Neal, Peru $59,900
Completely updated, 2-bed, 2 baths, 2 bedroom, 1 3/4 bath home 3-bed, 1-bath, w/full basement.
Andrea Mellage, Sales........274-8557 | e finished basement, 1-car garage with detached garage Next to city park. 1-car garage. REALTOR
Carla Mason, Broker.........274-1817 820 Central Avenue Auburn, Nebraska 68305
www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com
H‘EF_“ -- ;“ ﬁ:f - oy —_ — #:_‘?}h-“ e L ] o T“_‘Wﬁ— s —l T _“_‘r
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S d Tl e L L = -r"'l"‘ = -‘*"‘"&-—‘*—2:" :' - « w0 A - el . ' F o
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Migrating Snow Geese ‘stopping over’ at the wildlife efuge, February 18th, 2016.
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HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE ¢ Hotpoint « Whirlpool « Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE

(402) 274-5512 AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

PEGGY KUSER

Certified Public Accountant

pkuse@windstream.net

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

(402) 274-5106 Fax: (402) 274-2580

THE HAIR COTTAGE

. -For All Your Family
Shelly Nichols Hair Care Needs
Peru, Nebraska  _muning
402-872-3107 -Manicures

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only

Walk-ins welcome

Shop At The %
Best Used *-’iﬂ\ig
Clothing Store

T

Neighborhood Closet’s Location is

911 Central Ave. in Auburn

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

8 March, 2016 Your Country Neighbor

Diary of a Part-time Housewife

Merri Johnson

As you know, my husband recently retired. His former job title included the word “plan-
ner.” Perhaps he did well in that career because he has a natural bent toward planning,
or maybe the mind-set of planning at work gradually carried over into his personal life.
Either way, hubby likes to plan, particularly where it concerns food. He does not like to
be caught off guard in the matter of when and what his next meal is going to be. To-
morrow’s coffee beans are ground and the water added to the coffee maker before bed.
Frozen leftovers intended for lunch are thawing on the kitchen counter before breakfast.
And supper inquiries generally begin by early afternoon at the latest.

This is mostly a good thing. Because hubby was required to help with cooking while
still in high school, he already had rudimentary cooking skills when we got married.
But, maybe eating so much of his own cooking “set” his taste buds. I wouldn’t call him
a picky eater; let’s just say food matters more to him than it does to me.

Fortunately, I have absolutely no ego about my own cooking. It doesn’t hurt my feel-
ings a bit that hubby wants to cook the main course while I make a salad. That being
said, it isn’t always smooth sailing with the two of us in the kitchen together.

Take today. Hubby planned a lunch of fried fish and potatoes. Our frying preferences
differ, but again, I don’t care as much about the exact crispiness of the fish breading or
the potato slices as hubby does, so I’'m happy to let him do the frying. He informed me
that he was going to sit down with a cup of coffee before starting to cook, so I figured I
had a little time to spare before making the salad.

I left the kitchen to do a quick task in the office. But after only a few minutes, I detected
the aroma of frying food. “Hey, what happened to your coffee break?” I asked. “I just
decided I’d drink the coffee while I cooked,” he said. “Food will be ready in a minute or

OK, then, I’d better get going on the salad! Making salad isn’t difficult, but tearing up
the lettuce and chopping cucumbers, carrots, radishes and tomatoes does take a few min-
utes. My delay in starting the salad had put the fish and potatoes in danger of becoming
either overcooked or lukewarm before the salad was ready.

Did I mention that in addition to the actual flavor of food, hubby has a thing about the
serving temperature of food? That’s right: everything has to be ready at the same time
so nothing gets cold. What’s up with that? Anyway, hubby offered to chop salad ingre-
dients to help get the food on the table before the grease congealed on the fried potatoes
and the fish breading turned soggy. It was the least he could do, right? I mean, it was his
fault that I didn’t start the salad earlier because he said he wasn’t going to start cooking
just yet, right??

I usually put more cucumbers in hubby’s salad and more tomatoes in mine. But in my
haste (hubby’s fault, remember) I overlooked that distinction. Both salad bowls got
equal cucumbers, which led to confusion about which salad was supposed to have more
tomatoes.

We ultimately got it together and sat down to eat. Hubby took a bite of fish. “Mmmmm.
That’s good,” he pronounced, with an approving nod. I took a bite. Shrug. I think it sat
in the cast iron skillet a minute too long for my taste. But I won’t mention that to hubby.




Alzheimer’s Affects Us All

What to Expect with Dementia

By Lee Nyberg

Imagine. You left for work as a school teacher for 43 years at 7
a.m. One morning, you wake, see it’s 6:55 a.m., jump out of bed,
race to your car and drive off. After 2 blocks, you’re lost, in your
pajamas without a coat, and it’s 5°F. You decide to drive until
something looks familiar.

People with dementia experience disorientation and poor decision
making, along with other cognitive and behavioral changes.
Challenges for family caregivers may rise significantly during
middle stage dementia, which begins several years after family
and friends notice changes in the person with dementia and lasts
for about 4 years. During this time, a person has enough physical
and mental ability to act but too little to control his behavior. Even
though confused and easily agitated and frustrated, a person in
this stage attempts to connect with others and meet basic needs of
hunger, thirst, and physical comfort.

Here are some common situations from middle stage dementia and
how to handle them. The degree and manner a person is affected
depends on the type of dementia.

Repetitive questions occur because of an unmet need or a
desire to connect. Look for the feelings behind the situation, as
this son did:

“Mom asks me if I want coffee about 50 times when [

go see her. I finally realized she wants to connect with

me, but can’t remember how to chat. Now, I accept her

offer of coffee and we talk about her flower garden while

we make coffee together.”

Verbal and physical aggression often results because people
with dementia lose their filters, become unable to control
themselves or act appropriately in upsetting situations. A per-
son with dementia may resort to shouts, curses, hitting or pinching
to communicate a problem or fear. Consider what led to the situa-
tion, the feelings of the person with dementia, and prevention.

George was surprised when his wife slapped him as he
tried to help her change into a nightgown. Thinking he
had scared her, he left for a few minutes, came back and
said, “I’'m George, your husband. It’s time to change for
bed. Please help me by raising your arms overhead.”

Howe Care

ASSISTAMNCE

1 Bhh-d-Livaln

Disorientation means a person does not remember who or where
they are or recognize familiar people. Be alert to your loved one
leaving the house unattended. Some people will wander aimlessly
and others will purposely try to return to work or “home” even when
they are home.

A daughter placed signs on the main doors saying
“Keep Out, Dark Room” for her advertising executive
dad. He never tried to go through the doors alone.

Delusions and hallucinations are real to the person who has
them. Respond with unruffled creativity.

One man believed his wife of 45 years was trying to
poison him, so he refused to eat food she prepared.
His family hired a caregiver to prepare meals and he
began to eat again.

A person with dementia is acting to meet his needs, not annoy or irri-
tate others. Confusion, fear, hunger, cold, pain, or loneliness may be
driving his behavior. Use patience and be resourceful. Get help with
caregiving before you become worn out.

Lee Nyberg seeks to help families and those living with Alzheimer’s
through education and her company, Home Care Assistance.

For more info, visit:
http://www.homecareassistanceomaha.com/hourly-home-care
Or, if you'd like to speak with a Care Manager right away,
call us at 402-763-9140.

Trumpeter Swan
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Folls Crty, ME 68355

a a7
: -ﬁ Morma's Antique Mall, LLC
1715 Stone Strest

o

Morma Briteell

Orwner

402-245-4338

FoceBook At Mormasanfiquemall

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS
2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska
1 Bedroom Apartment Utilities Included

* Affordable quality living
* Rent based on income
* Applications will be placed on waiting lists
* No pets
* Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Golden Acres Apartments -- Cook, NE
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

Electric stove, refrigerator

Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site

Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone

Apartments have window air units

Rent based on gross income and family size

Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460
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Old Home Place
390 Mgmory lang
lsost Coast

It was an ordinary day...or so I thought! I had no idea that my world was about to turn
upside down.

I was working online—minding my own business, as usual—when suddenly an “Alert
Notice” popped up on the screen of my laptop computer. It said: “Warning...You have
been blocked by Microsoft.” A phone number appeared and I was instructed to call it.

Worriedly, I did so and I got a helpful Microsoft Technician on the line immediately.
She was a sweet sounding lady who ran a few online-tests on my computer, and soon
gave me a diagnosis. It would cost $248 to fix my laptop. Otherwise, my computer
was essentially worthless!

I panicked and did something really stupid. Thoroughly rattled, I gave her all the money
I had on a prepaid debit card. She assured me that I could add the rest of money to the
card later. Then she transferred me to her ‘Manager’ to complete the transaction.

At some point, it occurred to me that I should call my computer-whiz-of-a-daughter,
Karissa, and consult her before I proceeded any further. I explained that to the Manager
and he immediately turned ugly and hung up on me. I was startled.

I called my daughter and told her what had just happened.

“Mother!” she said. “Those people were HACKERS. They ransacked your computer
and stole your money!”

“What?!” I was stunned. “But that lady was so kind and helpful!”

Karissa sighed irritably. ‘That’s ridiculous!” she said. “Go get your laptop fixed at a lo-
cal computer shop....and do it right away!” She hung up the phone.

I slumped in my chair and stared at my computer screen. Strange things were begin-
ning to happen to it. An image had appeared along with the mocking words: “Hurrr—
Durrrr!” An ugly bulldog was growling and lunging at me from my screen. “Hurr-
Durrr...Hurr-Durrr!”

The hackers were mocking me from my own computer. It wasn’t enough that they’d
stolen my money and rifled through my files—leaving everything corrupted. Now they
were laughing at me. I felt utterly exposed and violated.

Despondent, I prepared to leave for the computer shop. I went searching for my shoes—
slipping them on mindlessly, then headed out the door with my computer beneath my
arm. Clomp...clomp...clomp...I plodded down the street like I was off to the guillotine....

At the computer shop, the Technician took my laptop and told me to come back in five
days. It would cost about $150 to fix! I was upset, but what else could [ do? My laptop
was worthless like it was!

With a heavy heart, I left my computer at the Shop. Clomp...clomp...clomp. I plodded
back to my car and sat there wallowing in my misery for a good while. Then suddenly, I
rallied. Enough of this foolishness!

I might be a country gal, but I’d show them a thing or two! I wasn’t going to let these
hackers and city-slickers get me down. I would go shopping!... I would shop-until-I-

dropped!

And that’s exactly what I did!

Of Hicks and Hacks and Cyber Adttacks

By Vicki O'Neal

I traipsed in and out of stores, shopping like mad, spending money like a true Slicker.
I felt quite proud of myself. I clomped here and there...in and out...up and down, and
finally ended up at Starbucks to sip a high-falutin’ Frappuccino.

While I was there, a gentleman sauntered up to me and started chatting. Just small talk at
first—but then I found out he was a Microsoft technician—a real one—and he proved it
to me with his online credentials. I poured out my Tale-of-Woe to him.

He nodded sagely. “The really sad part,” he said, “is that the Computer Shop will scam
you again by overcharging you. I could fix your laptop in a matter of minutes, and it
wouldn’t cost you anything!”

I stared at him incredulously. “Seriously?”

“I’m serious!” he said. “Go get your laptop from that Shop and bring it here to Star-
bucks. I’ll fix it in minutes—while you wait.”

Well, folks. By now, I was fit to be tied! But what did I have to lose? I did as the
gentleman advised.

Within a quarter hour, I managed to retrieve my laptop from the shop and hand it over to
the helpful man. He did exactly as he said. Within minutes, he had removed the virus
and restored my computer to good health—and he did it free of charge.

I wanted to pay him, but he wouldn’t let me. So I bought him a Frappuccino with lots of
white fluff on top.

When he finished drinking his Frapp, we parted ways and I went home rejoicing.

It had been a horrendously long day and I was exhausted—but overall, I felt exhilarated.
Flopping down on my bed, I raised my feet and heaved a great sigh of satisfaction. 1’d
been hacked, but I had triumphed. I’d been ransacked—but this ol’ Country Gal had
prevailed! I’d shopped like a ‘Slicker. And I’d done it with graciousness and style.

I was feeling on top of the world. I wasn’t such a bumpkin after all. I was learning a
few tricks along the way and

Suddenly, my self-congratulations stopped mid-sentence. I stared toward the end of the
bed. A ripple of shock ran through me as I looked at my feet. I stared in disbelief.

How could it be? I was wearing two different kinds of shoes....and I’d been wearing
them all day.

I’d traipsed in and out of fancy stores—up and down the streets---acting all debonair in
my mismatched shoes. 1’d lounged at Starbucks with prestigious business people in
3-piece suits....Microsoft techs and Slickers—chatting and sippin’ Frapps like I was
some kind of diva.

And nobody had said a word to this Country Gal with her head in the clouds. Nobody!

You know, Folks—there’s nothing like a pair of mismatched shoes to bring you back
down to earth....

And let me tell you....they will do it in a hurry!
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