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Canada Geese famlly at the Loess Bluffs Wlldhfe Refuge May 18, 2024

Sweeten your Coffee Break with these Voices and Views from the Valleys of the Nemaha River.

It’s Summertime! Time for fun! Here is your dream ride!
2021 Harley Davidson Sportster

Iron XL 883N gently used, just 504 miles
See ad page 24
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Thank You!

Jubilant June!

A Message from your Publisher, Stephen Hassler, Peru, Nebraska

It’s the season for small town festivals, from Nebraska City’s “Arbor Day”
to Brownville’s “Old Time Autumn.” June 8th is Peru’s “Old Man River
Days.”

Feed the birds! TSC in Nebraska City is my source for black oil sunflower
seed, and they make this publication available to their customers. Migrating
songbirds and nesting locals require energy this time of year. And the price
of 40# has come down!

Garden plants are sprouting all over. Snow shovel scraping has given way to
lawn mower buzzing. So pour a second cup of coffee (or tea), at Brookshire
Coffee in Peru, or Diana’s Tea Shop in Papillion, and peruse “Your Coun-
try Neighbor” with it’s magazine articles and poetry, small town news and
festivals, and regional photos of wildlife and landscapes.

Enjoy June. Don’t forget Dad! Watch for butterflies!
Clip the Valentino’s coupon on the back page and carry it with you!

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead
where there is no path and leave a trail.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

“People will forget what you said, people will for-
get what you did, but people will never forget how
vou made them feel.” Maya Angelou
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THANK YOU TRACTOR SUPPLY
Of Auburn
For the supplies donated to Peru’s
Clean-up Day

Dorothy Rieke passed away on May 3, 2024

I am sad to have heard of the passing in May of Dorothy Rieke, a pub-
lished, professonal writer and long-time contributor to “Your Country
Neighbor.” We will all miss her articles, although her daughter has given
me permission to continue to publish the articles that Dorothy rushed to
me in order to be “through for this year.” Coincidentally, the last submit-
ted article is titled, “Secrets To Living.” This month’s article is on page
21. Rest in Peace, Dorothy, and thank you.

Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion
including local photos and articles
with the flavor of rural America.




The Underground Railway Station

The Late Frieda Burston

We didn’t know whether we would ever meet again, so we pretended that this last trip together would be just a fun trip. We would take our
time, stop on the way for all the tourist attractions, buy cotton candy and balloons for Lulu, and take off our shoes to walk in the sand.
Abe had been transferred to Photo Intelligence and was being sent to Japan. The Air Force needed engineers to read aerial photos, and find
the safest routes for the US Army to enter the big cities of Japan. He had one more month of training left, in Salina, Kansas. Then parting.
At Jacksonville, Florida we took off our shoes and walked on the beach. We ate hot dogs, we bought cotton candy, we drank sweet cold
soda pop. We went to all the attractions, even the Psychic.

Now I was not one for seeking out Psychics. I had been a gypsy fortune teller for years at Halloween school carnivals, and I could tell a
fortune with cards or hands or head bumps. I learned a “real genuine Gypsy fortune-telling” when I was still a little girl, and I thought that
I was really psychic until I got to school and took advanced courses of Psychology— then I saw what a clever fake I had been, and how I
had fooled myself along with everyone else.

See, my mother was born in Romania. Her father died and her mother remarried when she was five, and she was left with a young nanny
while my grandmother and step-grandfather went to Paris for their honeymoon. The nanny was full of anxieties about boy friends, and was
always running down to the gypsies to ask about them. Finally the nanny ran out of money.

The gypsies offered to teach her how to read the cards, so she could tell her own fortunes. All they asked in return were my mother’s tur-
quoise earrings. The nanny traded the earrings for the teaching, and conscientiously taught my mother — at 5 years old— how to see the
future, in return for the donation. Mama believed in it absolutely, and taught it all to me. Well, well, now.

I made a local reputation for having a lot of fortunes come true, but I never felt quite comfortable about it. Got into Junior College in St.
Joe, and discovered that one little thing that Mama had taught me, was the key to my success. [ wasn’t seeing into the future— I was see-
ing into the minds of my questioners.

Each card had several meanings. How did you know which meaning to choose? Easy— pick a card that had universal appeal, and look at
the client’s eyes. Mention all the things the card could mean. If the muscles around the eyes tensed up, or the eyes narrowed a little, you
went down that path. Watch the eye muscles. That was the secret. The client’s mind tells you what to say—

So when we came to the Psychic, I was ready to go sand walking, but Abe said no, we were on holiday, take this in too. And we went in.
She was an ordinary looking lady with a nice smile, and she said immediately, “No, this isn’t your last trip. Lots of others.” Well, that
wasn’t so hard to figure— Abe was in uniform. We had a little girl, so presumably we had been together a while. Barring accidents, we’d
have more trips, come peace time.

I tried not looking at her, looking at the Atlantic and smiling to keep my eye muscles relaxed. It didn’t matter— she didn’t look at me. She
was talking above us. “I see you surrounded by mystery and music, mystery and music. How interesting!” she said. “You are going West.”
(Not so strange—where do you go if you don’t go West from a beach in Florida?) “They want you in Kansas City, but you don’t want to
live in Kansas City. Whatever decision you make, it will be final, but it will be your decision. And I can’t see more than that mystery and
music surrounds you, but I don’t know what and I don’t know how. But I don’t see danger, just mystery.”’I reminded myself to put that into
my little speeches at carnivals; it sounded like a real good future. We thanked her, smiled at each other, and left.

“Us, mystery?” said Abe. “The Air Force would never allow it— if there was any mystery in our future, someone would have checked it
out already. I’d have been in jail.” “Just part of the scenery,” I told him. “Part of the tourist scene.”

We went West. We arrived in Kansas City and the folks celebrated Lulu’s second birthday. Then they told us of their plans for us, for after
the war. We would settle in Kansas City and Abe would forget about engineering down in South Texas and join the family business with
his brothers.

“Well, the Psychic told us,” I reminded Abe. And then we packed up the car again and went on West to Salina, Kansas.

There was, of course, no place to live. The motels were full, and people were sleeping in their cars because there was no place to rent. The
new activity wasn’t ready for us. Abe went to report, I took Lulu and went to a grocery store. We bought food, and I talked with the clerks
awhile about where we had come from. Then I asked, “Does anybody know of a place we can rent for the summer?” Some of the custom-
ers laughed. But one of the men waiting on me said, “Maybe. You look like clean people. Your child is quiet. My cousin’s gone for the
summer, and didn’t have time to find a good tenant. I got the key. Suppose you go look at the place with me.”

Continued on page 4 >>>>>

June 2024 Your Country Neighbor 3



<<<< Underground Railroad Station Continued from page 3

The “place” was in a big sprawly old house that had been divided into two apartments downstairs and two upstairs. He unlocked a lower
one, and we went into what looked like an antique shop with a huge grand piano in a corner. I looked at it and said “WOW!” He smiled
and said, “Yes, my cousin is a music professor at the college. It’s locked, so your little girl can’t bang on it.” “My little girl isn’t a banger,”
I told him. “Open it and watch her.”

Lulu sat down and went daintily “plink, plink.” with a small finger. The store man took the piano-lock key off his key chain and held it
out to me. Lulu finished plinking and closed the piano keys. The man took my check and left. Lulu and I went to meet Abe and bring him
home with us.

Music surrounded us...... Now — was there a mystery here, too, as well as music?.

No mystery developed. Life in Salina was quiet except for the adjustments people were having to make about what Peace would mean for
them. For us it meant only that Abe would take us back to the small town in South Texas where he had been working on the levees. We
had decided that we weren’t townies, that we wanted our children to grow in a small place, as we had. The family in Kansas City assured
us that the door was always open, and we parted still good friends. Life was uneventful.

Then one day, a week into the summer, I decided to rearrange the closet. The professor had left a lot of boxes of music papers, all arranged
against the back wall of the closet. “Music surrounds you”— I smiled to remember the Psychic’s words. But it made hanging up our
clothes a little awkward. I wondered why he hadn’t stacked all the boxes at the short end of the stairs, because it was a very long closet,
the whole length of the big front room. I decided to do it, make notes, and put them back in their places before we left.

I moved the boxes. The back wall of the closet had apparently been part of the front room before the house was divided. It was wainscoted
beautifully. The wood was soft looking and mellow. I ran my hands over it. And a part of the wall moved. I was looking into a small room
under the stairs. With a flashlight I saw that there was a low, crudely made rope-springed bed under the short part of the stairs, and a rough
table and stool closer to the door. On the other side of the room, another door had been cut into the wall. No locks.

I wondered if the old lady who lived in the other downstairs apartment, knew that someone could come in from this side and murder her
in her bed and then escape without a clue. Then it occurred to me that somebody could come in her front door, murder her, and then come
over and murder us too— But no— hadn’t the Psychic said, “No danger, just mystery—- ?”

I closed the door. I put the boxes right back along the wall as I had found them. Back at the store, I asked the store man, “Who built that
house? When?” It was no surprise to hear him say, “My grandfather built that house before the Civil War. It was still a grand place when
we were little, before the family grew old and spread out. My cousin split it into apartments.” I asked, “Was your grandfather an Abolition-
1st?”” and he answered as I expected, “Oh yes, you could say he was the town leader in sneaking slaves out of Missouri and holding them
until someone could sneak them into freedom in lowa. Had quite a reputation for facing down slave-hunters. People thought maybe he
had an Underground Railway Station, but nobody could prove anything, and he never said. They didn’t, you know, or some night some-
one would have burned them out. And as you see, the old house is still standing.” I thanked him, picked up my groceries, and left. We had
found the mystery that surrounded us.

How the Psychic had sensed the wainscoted wall, I don’t know. How she had found the hideyhole but hadn’t recognized what it was, that
was easy. The Civil War was long over, the coming end of World War II would have obliterated any trace of the Civil War except in
Missouri and its neighbors in Kansas. Someone in Florida would know the Civil War only from history books in grade school, and I didn’t
remember any history books mentioning Salina. It just wasn’t that important, it was just one of the little towns in Kansas that took slavery
seriously enough to do something about slaves.

But that adventure in Salina made me wonder if perhaps there was something more to telling fortunes than just watching the eye muscles

A note from your publisher; Who Was Frieda Burston?
Stephen Hassler, Peru

For those of you who have not been reading this publication for 15 or more years, Frieda Burston was a frequent writer introduced to me by my late friend, Joe
Smith, of Johnson, Nebraska.

Frieda lived in Israel at the time. I don’t remember how Joe knew her, perhaps Marta does. As I recall, Frieda’s family lost their Kansas farm during the Great
Depression, and moved to St. Joseph, Missouri, the location of her “depression years” stories. Years later, after WWII, Frieda and her husband moved to Israel. After
her husband passed, Frieda moved from Israel to California to be near her daughter.

Frieda spent her last years in a condominium, on the edge of a greenbelt where she could see a deer now and then, and where she continued to write for “Your
Country Neighbor” until her last days, without fear of rocket attacks. Frieda was a remarkable and unforgettable person. I wish I could read more of her stories of
growing up in St. Joseph, Missouri. I’m still scrounging old papers for her past articles. When I find one, I will add it to these pages. May 2024 Your Country Neighbor 4
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Cody’s USAVE is now in

Two Locations!

Nebraska City and Auburn
Stop In! Say “Hi” to Cody.

Tired of Multiple Trips

for Prescriptions?

MEDICATION SYNCRONIZATION
1 Trip, 1 Day a Month
“Med Sync” for All Your Refills!

Auburn (402) 274-4186 * 2220 J Street
www.codysusave.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30, Sat 8:30 - Noon
Nebraska City (402) 873-3397 « 1821 S 11 St

www.codysusavenebraskacity.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 6:00, Sat 8:30 - Noon

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

EQUAL HOUSING
ppppppppppp

1 Bedroom Apartment  Utilities Included
+ Affordable quality living
* Rent based on income
+ Applications will be placed on waiting lists
* No pets
» Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS
2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants
L\_ For Applications @
@, Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

June 2024

PSC Graduation
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FREEDOM

HISTORIC BROWNVILLE, NEBRASKA’S

DAY CELEBRATION

Thursday, July 4th, 2024 www.brownville-ne.com

7:00 AM Freedom Run departs from corner of H-136 and Main St
10:00 AM Parade on Main Street between 6th street and Hwy 136
8:30 PM Fireworks Cruise on Spirit of Brownville (Boarding at 8)

FREEDOM FUN RUN - STRUT YOUR MUTT DOG SHOW - LORETTA’'S DONUTS - PARADE
BREAKFAST BY LOCAL EASTERN STAR CHAPTER - PATRIOTIC PROGRAM AT BOETTNER PARK
REFRESHMENTS & CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES - QUILTS OF VALOR PRESENTATION - FIREWORKS!!
MUSEUMS OPEN - SCENIC CRUISE ON SPIRIT OF BROWNVILLE
MOTHER TALISA’'S WOOD FIRED PIZZA - BROWNVILLE VILLAGE THEATRE MATINEE

4 School’s Out' A

rg _

So Drive Safely'

A message from all of us at

STRIGGOW’S

SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work

Glass Installation e
Weldlng EXCELLENCE

\_

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614 2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska

J

The Lyceum Cafe in Brownville is Open
Tuesday through Sunday 11am to 2pm
Plus Saturday Evening S5pm to 8pm with Prime Rib Buffet!
Anita Robertson, Owner, 228 Main Street, Brownville, Nebraska 402-825-2221
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Wine-Tasting Hours:

Thursday through Sunday 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed Monday through Wednesday

Join us for the

Brownville Freedom Day
Celebration, Thursday, July 4.

“We will be open
11:00 AM to 6:00 PM.”

Whiskey Run Creek
Winery & Distillery

The weather is great for a glass of wine on the
deck with a view of the waterfall, the rustic well,

and the Whiskey Run Creek landscape.
Like us at www.facebook.com/WRCWinery/

402-825-4601 702 Main Street

www.whiskeyruncreek.com Brownville, Nebraska 68321

ENVIRONS ART

Working Studio Art Gallery

f' d Organic Botanicals & Original Landscapes
Of The Midwest

Second & Main, Brownville Nebraska
Open Fri, Sat, Sun, 11am-4:00pm
or by appointment; call 816-210-3634

ﬂ @ www.environsart.com

o StateFarm

Blayne Behrends
Agent
website: blaynebehrends.com

2210 J Street
Auburn, NE 68305
Bus 402.274.5121 Fax 402.274.5171

Here to help life go right.®

| Smalls

Open Tue - Sun

127 Main Street 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Brownville, NE 68321 402.825.3981

Butterflies of Southeast Nebraska,

Where and When to see them.
To be presented at 10:00 A.M. on June 8th, at
The Schoolhouse Gallery in Brownville, Nebraska.
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PERU CITY NEWS

Communication * Information * Pride In Community

Winged Friends Offer

Entertainment Opportunities
Marty Peregoy

If you’re a bird lover, you’re probably a
lover of spring — especially spring in Peru.
The city is positively brimming with bird
varieties right now, and cool mornings are
the prime time to sit outside and observe.

You can attract birds to your yard by of-
fering a variety of foods, feeders, and native
plants. Native plants are those that occur
naturally in a specific region. Without them
and the insects that evolved with them, the
local birds of our region would not survive.

Shrubs, bushes and flowers native to
our region, zone six, require less water and
maintenance than plants of other zones.
They also provide food and shelter for pol-
linators such as bees, butterflies, moths, and .

’ fvou o Old Man River Days

bats, so consider planting some if you own

your own property. June 8th and 9th

Continued on page 9 >>>>>

Y W
Red-bellied Woodpecker

5th Street, Downtown Peru, Nebraska
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PERU CITY NEWS

Communication * Information * Pride In Community

<<<< Winged Friends Continued from page 8

Popular trees on the Zone 6 list include Black Walnut, Burr Oak, and Black Willow, as
well as fruiting trees. Those that maintain fruit for long periods of time, such as crabapples,
are especially good, and miniature varieties are available for smaller yards. Chokecherries
and Elderberries are prolific in Peru and the surrounding countryside.

Popular native perennial plants include Black-Eyed Susans, Butterfly Milkweed, Gold-
enrod, Sunflowers, Yarrow and Jack-in-the-Pulpit. And there are many, many non-native
perennials that attract bees, butterflies and hummingbirds and grow just fine in Peru with a
little care.

While birdseed provides for the basic needs of your backyard birds, you might consider
adding fruit to encourage visitation by songbirds. Black Oil Sunflower seeds attract the
widest variety of birds, although they can be pricey. (Publisher s note; Black Oil Sunflower
seeds were $19.99 at TSC in Neb. City.) Suet is also a good choice in spring, and making
your own can be very economical.

The internet abounds with suet recipes. No-melt varieties that you can customize for
the specific birds you’d like to see are especially popular. Bulk Ingredients can be found at
any big box grocery store and include lard, peanut butter, oatmeal, cornmeal, dried fruit and
nutmeats.

If you save containers from purchased suet cakes, you can use them as molds for home-
made suet cakes. Other flexible storage containers that fit in suet cages and are freezer safe
work just fine. Homemade suet cakes cost 75% less than purchased ones.

Bird feeders with baffles that prevent squirrels from stealing the bird food, bird houses,
and providing fresh, clean water via a bird bath, also make your yard attractive to birds.
You can attract hummingbirds by making your own sugar water — don’t add food coloring.
One part sugar to four parts water is the standard recipe. Don’t boil it, just use warm water
and stir until it is dissolved. Cool and pour into a clean feeder. Mold can damage the hum-
mingbird’s ability to swallow. Never substitute honey.

Orioles are big fans of oranges and grape jelly. You can have a completely oriole-free
yard one day, and within three days of putting out fruit and jelly, they’ll be clustered around
the feeder.

No Melt Suet Block

1 cup lard — 4-pound containers are available for about $8 in big box grocery stores

1 cup peanut butter, smooth or crunchy

2 cups cornmeal

2 cups oatmeal, old-fashioned or quick cooking

1 cup assorted dried fruits, nuts, seeds such as raisins, dried cranberries, sunflower kernels.

Melt the peanut butter and lard in a small pan. Remove from heat and stir in remaining
ingredients. Spoon into containers and place in the freezer to harden. Unmold directly into
the wire suet feeders while frozen. This recipe makes approximately four 5x5 blocks. Birds
usually go through them within a day or two.

June 2024

It’s Rhubarb Season

Marty Peregoy

When it comes to rhubarb, you either like
it, hate it or don’t know you like it. If you are
unsure where you stand on the issue, now is the
time to find out. In most Peru gardens, rhubarb
is ready to be picked.

Rhubarb, also known as Pie Plant, is consid-
ered by many to be a fruit, although it is classi-
fied as a vegetable. It is a perennial that grows
easily in full sunlight and well-drained soil
from rhizomes and reappears in gardens and on
happy family’s tables each spring.

While some people object to the tart taste,
that can be remedied with sufficient sugar or a
great recipe. If your complaint is texture, how-
ever, the only remedy for stringiness/woodi-
ness is to pick the stalks at the right time. With
proper care, plants can live for over ten years.
That’s a lot of crisps, jams, crumbles, pies and
cakes.

Rhubarb can be planted any time that it is
dormant in spring or fall, but should not be
harvested the first year, and should be harvested
sparingly the second year. Only the stalks are
edible, as the leaves are toxic.

Almanac.com suggests the following tips:
“Harvest stalks when they are 12 to 18 inches
long and at least 3/4-inch in diameter. If the
stalks become thin, stop harvesting; the plant’s
food reserves are low.

Grab the base of the stalk and pull it away
from the plant with a gentle twist. If this doesn’t
work, you can cut the stalk at the base with a
sharp knife. To prevent the spread of disease, be
sure to sanitize the knife before cutting. Discard
the leaves.

Always leave at least two stalks per plant to
ensure continued production. You may have a
bountiful harvest for well over ten years without
replacing your rhubarb plants.”

Peruvian Julia Perry says her extended fam-
ily is a big fan of rhubarb and has been col-
lecting recipes for several years. Her recipes
for rhubarb cookies and rhubarb dessert are
included.

I have been serving rhubarb and surprising
rhubarb haters with the delicious taste of straw-

Continued on page 11 >>>>>
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PERU CITY NEWS

Communication °* Information * Pride In Community

Tuesday Literary Club Reads
DiAnna Loy, Tuesday Literary Club
Keeping with our theme of foreign settings/authors, Nancy Wheeler chose the book Mori-
arty by Anthony Horowitz for her book review this month. Horowitz is a bestselling author
and writes in the style of the Sherlock Holmes books for this book; for this reason, I had
a little bit of a tough time getting into the flow of the book when I started reading but was
soon in the thick of the plot and reading became easier.

Moriarty begins at the struggle of Detective Sherlock Holmes and Professor James Mori-
arty at Reichenbach Falls in Switzerland. Both men struggle and fall over the edge of the
falls and are presumed dead. Days after the incident, Pinkerton Senior Investigator Freder-
ick Chase, and Scotland Yard Inspector Athelney Jones arrive at the scene of the incident.
Chase delivers news of possible American evil doers wanting to take over Moriarty’s place
in London’s criminal underworld. Jones has been a follower of Sherlock Holmes for years
and considers himself an expert in his problem-solving techniques. They agree to band
together to capture the new criminal element plaguing London. At each step along the way,
Jones stops to explain how he figured out the next clue; always using the same methods of
deduction that he believes Sherlock Holmes would have used. Chase is even allowed to sit
in on one meetings at Scotland Yard after Jones vouches for him.

Chase and Jones play major roles in the entire book as well as Johnathan Pilgrim who we
believe was a Pinkerton agent sent over at an earlier date to spy on Clarence Devereux.
Devereux is a secondary player in the book. He is an American criminal who has traveled
to London to become the criminal overlord, taking over Moriarty’s minions. Devereux

is joined in his endeavors by Edgar and Leland Mortlake, two other American criminals;
Scotchy Lavelle, a small-time criminal who is easily intimidated; and Perry, a thoroughly
warped individual barely older than a boy. One of the things that causes problems for the
detectives is that neither Professor Moriarty nor Clarence Devereux have ever been seen
outside of their inner circle making it hard for anyone to identify them.

Moriarty is full of action every step of the way. There are numerous clues and closes calls
that Chase and Jones experience. There is a letter that must be decoded. There are gruesome
murders and more clues, an explosion at Scotland Yard, and a wild fight against Edgar
Mortlake. They discover where Clarence Devereux is hiding but cannot arrest him. Jones’
daughter is kidnapped and rescued but in the process Chase and Jones’s are taken prison-
er...more fighting. The descriptions are very detailed, and you want to keep reading so you
don’t miss anything. It’s almost like you’re watching a movie and don’t want a commercial
to interrupt.

Just when you think everything is under control, it suddenly isn’t. I had to stop and reread
several paragraphs. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. What a twist! And then everything
that had happened was explained all over again from a different perspective. Wow! To tell
you anything else would take a SPOILER ALERT!

Overall it’s a great read and I encourage anyone who likes a good mystery to try it.

Happy reading!
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Recently, I was asked,
“What has happened to our Peru?”
Stephen Hassler

When I first moved to Peru in 1996, I marveled
that I could fill my tires with air for free! And the
bank would count my change for me and not require
me to fill those little paper cylinders with my coins.
And picking up my mail at the post office often
involved conversations with new friends.

Today I discovered that I have to pay to put air
in my tires. I don’t have any right to object to this.
Casey’s provides many services necessary to make
the lives of Peru residents easier. What would we do
without Casey’s? But I am disappointed.

But there’s more. I was asked why residents
who want to meet to organize funding for an event
or holiday have to first spend “funds” to rent City
Hall for a meeting? And why are zoning changes
being made only after building permits are issued?

I myself, asked, “What happened to the missing
zoning maps?”” Never mind that last question, rather,
how can we replace the missing color-coded zoning
maps?

I was asked, why are the Trailhead rest rooms
locked? If there are sensitive contract negotiations
going on that must be kept from the public, then at
least allow a few residents to be observers rather
than offering conflicting explanations from the
Council. And at least speak with one voice.

It was mentioned that we are running at a deficit.
Is that why volunteers have to come up with a fee
to rent City Hall for their fund-raising and event
planning? Is that why City Hall doesn’t want to
“open the books” to inquiring individuals? Failure is
forgivable, secrecy is not.

My belief is that there is reason for concern, but
not alarm, not yet. But I understand the objections.
And I’m aware that sometimes city staff and Council
Members feel harassed by “walk-ins” complaining
about street conditions, lawn heights, more street
conditions, flooding issues, and if anyone is unhappy
with their life, they will always complain about
street conditions.

Peru, love it or leave it? In a Democracy we have
a third option; change it. That is what elections are
for, so we don’t have to leave, and we don’t have to
put up with what is wrong.

Peru has an election beyond the Summer experi-
ence of fireworks and parades, hotdogs and beer,
vacations and back-to-school. Peru needs candidates
for Mayor and Council. And Peru needs to vote!

We’ve witnessed the power of the Peru vote
before; Esther Divney lost by 8 votes, Phil Allgood
won by a two-to-one margin, and Jay Moran won by
just one vote. Will voters determine our next Coun-
cil? Will the non voters? Or could it be you?
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<<<< Rhubarb Continued from page 9

berry rhubarb Jell-O jam for years. It’s easy to make, and recipes that in-
clude delicious additions such as canned pineapple or blueberry pie filling
abound online. Whether you use it as jam, ice-cream topping or currency
(yes, I’ve traded it), it’s worth trying, and the recipe is included.

Rhubarb Cookies:
2 cups uncooked rolled oats
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
> teaspoon ground ginger
s teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 cup salted butter, softened
1 %4 cups white sugar
2 large eggs
1 %2 cups chopped fresh rhubarb
> cup minced crystallized ginger

Add oats to a large bowl along with flour, baking soda, ginger, and nut-
meg. Beat butter and sugar with an electric mixer on medium-high speed
until flufty, about 3 minutes. Beat in eggs, one at a time, until incorporat-
ed. Add the oat mixture to the butter mixture, beating until combined. Stir
in rhubarb and crystallized ginger. Cover and transfer bowl to a refrigera-
tor to chill for at least 30 minutes.

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.

Scoop dough (about 1 2 tablespoons per cookie) onto prepared baking
sheets, leaving about 2 inches in between each cookie.

Rhubarb Dessert
4 C diced rhubarb
1 C sugar
3 oz cherry gelatin
1 box white cake mix
1 C water
s C Butter (melted)

Layer in above order in a 9 x 13 pan and bake at 350 degrees for one
hour.

Strawberry Rhubarb Jell-O Jam
6 cups finely-chopped, fresh rhubarb
3 1/2 cups white sugar
1/4 cup water
1 (3 ounce) package strawberry flavored Jell-O

In a large saucepan or stockpot, stir together the rhubarb, sugar and water.
Cook on high, stirring constantly until sugar is dissolved. Reduce to
medium heat, cover and cook until rhubarb is tender, stirring occasion-
ally. Uncover and cook until mixture is slightly thickened, approximately
12-15 minutes, stirring occasionally. Remove from heat, skim foam, and
stir in dry gelatin mix. Transfer to sterile containers while hot and refrig-
erate or to sterile jars and waterbath for ten minutes. This is one canning
recipe that you can double or triple without impairing its ability to set up.
Makes approximately 4 pints.

Peru City News

is a volunteer project promoting
Communication, Information, and Pride in the Peru Community.
Peru City News is supported by the Peru Community.

Thank you to everyone who participates!

Share this publication with friends.
It’s online at;

http://www.yourcountryneighbor.com

St. Clara’s Catholic Church
604 6th Street
Pastor Fr. Timothy Danek
Mass - Sunday 8:30 am
Confessions - Sunday 8:00-8:20 am

Northridge C
808 5th Street
Pastor Daniel Hutchison
Services - Sunday 10:00 am

hurch Peru Community Church
520 Nebraska Street
Pastors Raymond & Rebecca Girard
Services - Sunday 10:45 am

June 2024 Your Country Neighbor 11
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1.9% for 36 mo. on all X300, X500, X700 and Z500 series*

7
.
]
...._._~ — B
é -0 %‘ Al i '
o 2 .r‘*?ﬁ é@ - 4 " . 2 | b
. 1,_" 2 \ (- g,} v NG
Dove nesting in my sister’s hanging fern, May 21, 2024.
Photo by Judy Hassler using ‘selfie’ stick.

Red-winged Blackbird at the Wildlife Refuge, but can be seen
along H-136 East of the Missouri River Bridge at Brownville.
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700 13th Street, Auburn $79,000

THE

‘merican
[Dream

REAL FSTATE COMPANY

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let
The American Dream

Real Estate Company
be your first choice.

e E e e S e PP

700 13th Street $79,000
Investment property with
1-year lease in place. |
2 bed, 1 bath, corner lot, new roof.

402-274-4410 |

1023 5th Street, Peru $90,000

5 apartment setup is ready to go. All
units recently painted, several new gas
stoves installed, all new windows, dual
gas water heaters, newer gas furnace
and new breaker boxes with much
of the wiring updated throughout.

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker 274-8557
820 Central Avenue

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Carla Mason, Broker 274-1817
Auburn, Nebraska 68305

REALTOR

“Your Country Neighbor” is delivered to the following communities;

Auburn - Brownville - Cook - Falls City -+ Johnson - Nebraska City - Nemaha -

Carefree Living!

Low Income

One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

« Utilities Paid * Appliances Furnished
+ Building Security -« Laundry Facility
* Assigned Parking -+ Activity Room & Librarv

Papillion + Peru - Rock Port - Syracuse - Tecumseh - Verdon

NATIONAL BANK

PROUDLY SERVING 11 COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT
NEBRASKA AND KAMSAS

@D WESTERN

>

Scan to visit our website
and learn more about all the

- . = = (J EEEEEEEEE products we offer!
Valley View Apartments ™ office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00 *~
(High Rise) + 1017 H Street » Auburn, NE (402) 274-4525 MYWNB.COM ic 2
June 2024 Your Country Neighbor 13




Peru’s 5th City-Wide Semi-Annual Plant Exchange

It was May 11th. Did you miss it? Next opportunity will be Fall 2024.

'f WL i\, i [ ) -_—:-.__._ :

| Thnerﬁé. were benches-full and bstanders

14 June 2024 Your Country Neighbor
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Morton-James Public Library Calendar of Events June 2024

Morton-James Public Library

923 1st Corso, Nebraska City, NE 68410

For questions call 402-873-5609 or visit morton-jamespubliclibrary.com

Scrapbook Club

Bring your own project to work on. We providepaper/stickers/tape/markers and scissors.
All ages 15 and older welcome

New members will receive a scrapbook to fill! Bring your own pictures!

Saturday, June 1 9:00 AM-Noon

“Bring Your Own Book” Club
Join us for a silent reading book club. Bring your own e-reader, book, or grab a title
from our shelves and enjoy an hour of quiet reading time. Read what you want, no

discussion required. Optional social time at end. Free and open to the public all ages 15+.

You are welcome to bring your own non-alcoholic beverage.
Sunday, June 2 2:00-3:30 PM

Mr. Oakley’s Summer Reading
Kickoff Party

Family fun for all ages!

Free to attend & no registration.
Monday, June3 10:00 AM

Lego Club
Must be 8 years and older to join.
Monday, June3 3:30-5:00 PM

Talewise (Science + Storytelling)
Family fun for all ages!

Free to attend & no registration.
Thursday, June 4 10:00 AM

Story Time Guest Reader:

Lifetime Vision

Story Times are geared for ages 6 and under.
No registration. Families welcome!
Wednesday, June 5 10:00 AM

Yarn Crafters Club

Join us to work on your crocheting or knitting skills and projects. Club is for all levels
of crafters. Bring your own hooks, yarn, needles, whatever you need to make your yarn
craft. Club members will be here to help those beginning, and MJPL will have some
patterns available. Free to attend. Everyone welcome 15 and older!

Wednesday, June 5 1:30-3:00 PM

Chess Club
All ages welcome!
Every Thursday 4:30-6:00 PM

Farmers Market Storytime
Take & Make Craft Kit
Corner of 8th & 1st Corso
Thursday, June 6 4:30 PM

Humanities Nebraska-Chris Sayre
Musical Journey Across America: Songs That Helped Shape a Nation
Thursday, June 6 7:00 PM

Adam White Magic

Family fun for all ages!

Free to attend & no registration.
Monday, June 10 10:00 AM

Story Time Guest Reader:

Keep Nebraska City Beautiful

Story Times are geared for ages 6 and under. No registration. Families welcome!
Wednesday, June 12 10:00 AM

Card Club
Come to meet new people and to play any card game you’d like...ages 19 +
Thursday, June 13 1:00-3:00 PM

Lego Club
Must be 8 years and older to join.
Monday, June 17 3:30-5:00 PM

Book Club
The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict
Tuesday, June 18 2:00 PM

Story Time StoryWalk® at Steinhart Park
Story Times are geared for ages 6 and under. No registration. Families welcome!
Wednesday, June 19 10:00 AM

Evening Book Club
Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walters
Wednesday, June 19 5:30 PM

Farmers Market Storytime
Take & Make Craft Kit

Corner of 8th & 1st Corso
Thursday, June 20  4:30 PM

Princess Party w/ Fairytale Omaha
Family fun for all ages!

Free to attend & no registration.
Friday, June 21 10:00 AM

Super Hero Party w/Fairytale Omaha
Family fun for all ages!

Free to attend & no registration.
Friday, June 21  2:00 PM

Adult Literary Trivia

Must be 19 or older to compete.
Call to register your team of 2.
Sunday, June 23  2:00 PM

Story Time Guest Reader:

Grimm’s Gardens

Story Times are geared for ages 6 and under. No registration. Families welcome!
Wednesday, June 26 10:00 AM

Wildlife Encounters

Family fun for all ages!

Free to attend & no registration.
Thursday, June 27 10:00 AM

June 2024 Your Country Neighbor 15
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Nebraska City Tourism & Commerce

16 June 2024

/

Left: The Talbott Brothers headlined the
live music portion of Treestock last year
after a rain delay. The duo and their band
will be back this year!

Above: The Wellness Center-sponsored
Color Dash is popular with kids.

NEBRASKA CITY’S TREESTOCK FESTIVAL
PLANNED FOR LAST WEEKEND IN JUNE

Nebraska City’'s annual Independence Day
Celebration, nicknamed "Treestock’, is
returning in 2024 after rain caused
cancellations and postponements in 2023.
The dates this summer are June 29-30.

"We had to cancel a couple of our live
music acts and had
to postpone the
fireworks last year,’
recalled Nebraska

City Tourism &
Commerce executive
director Amy Allgood.
‘It was pretty dis-
appointing so were
hoping things go extra
smoothly this year” B

e

Part of the plans for 2024 include
recreating the entertainment line-up on
Saturday, June 29, to mimic the rained out
line-up from 2023. Musical guests will

Your Country Neighbor

include The Hangin" Cowboys, Mike
Semrad & The Riverhawks, and the Talbott
Brothers, who were able to play
acoustically last year after the stage was
dried.

Other Treestock activities include a Color

Dash, food trucks, a
pickleball tournament,
performances by
Nowhere BMX, and
family - friendly events
at Bethel Church. The
Jaycees Fireworks
Show is scheduled for
Saturday night at dusk.
Sunday events include
% 3 Community Worship
service, the Waffleman,
a show & shine car show, and a golf
scramble. The Steinhart Aquatic Center will
be open throughout the entire weekend.

"We hope families will make plans to come
to Treestock this year and take advantage
of all the fun events we have planned’
Allgood said. "We want Treestock to be a
place for our locals and visitors to make
memories and create traditions.’

Nowhere BMX performed at Treestock 2023. They
are returning for Treestock 2024.
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Nebraska City Tourism & Commerce

NEBcIf_rAYSI(

LIVE MUSIC CAR SHOW
COLOR DASH FOOD TRUCKS

Nz BEER GARDEN

 TREESTOCK  PICKLEBALL TOURNEY

& FIREWORKS

NEBRASKA CITY

.......
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i B B

Arbor Lodge Fish Pond One of Nebraska City’s “Community Gardens.”

June 2024 Your Country Neighbor 17
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LARSON MOTORS INC LARSON CARE Maintenance Plan
& o~ GMe Jeep

S 1 Year Subscription

>& \Y)/

STANDARD 3K™ DIESEL’ RAM TRUCK"

Service Every 3,000 Miles Service Every 5,000 Miles Service Every 5,000 Miles

X

"

STANDARD?’

Service Every 5,000 Miles

| Lube, Oil, & Filter Change Lube, Oil, & Filter Change Lube, Oil, & Filter Change Lube, Oil, & Filter Change
2 Multi-Point Inspection 8| Multi-Point Inspection €| Multi-Point Inspection T Multi-Point Inspection
-% Tire Rotation % Tire Rotation E Tire Rotation —E Tire Rotation
| 10% Off Service 7| 10% Off Service | 10% Off Service | 10% Off Service
1| Replace Engine Air Filter 1| Replace Engine Air Filter 1| Replace Air Engine Filter 1| Replace Air Engine Filter

TODAY'S PRICE:
$99.99

YOU SAVE: $110.91
BASED ON 2 VISITS/YR

TODAY'S PRICE: TODAY'S PRICE: TODAY'S PRICE:

$119.99 $299.99 $399.99

YOU SAVE: $256.81 YOU SAVE: $133.33 YOU SAVE: $89.62
BASED ON 4 VISITS/YR BASED ON 2 VISITS/YR BASED ON 2 VISITS/YR

Larson Care subscription senvices can be redeemed when your vehicle’s electronic oil service reminder falls below 10% or when the manufaciurer's oil change service interval has bean meached since your last oll
SEprvice Wil Includes up o & quarts of ol mae Al included plan services designated as "Unlimited™ must be performed during an oil change service visit

* Larson Cane 3K plan subscription services designated as "Unfimited” can be redecmed avery 3000 miles sinté your last ofl change service visit. Includes up to 6 quarts of gl .
All included plan services designated ss "Unlimited™ must be performed during an oll change service visit

For more information, call Todd at Larson Motors | 402-873-5507

Arbor City News

is a monthly news section in
Your Country Neighbor
A Southeast Nebraska

Regional Magazine (w/News)

-

18  June 2024 Your Country Neighbor My favorite time at the Mansion is when the peonies are in bloom, May 22, 2024.
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News from Nebraska City

AGE

Bruce Madsen

OK, So tell me, What am I supposed to do? J n J n

I feel my life is knocking on September ‘

And sometimes its hard for me to remember

The years back when I was young and tender IN C

And was eager to learn all that the world would render

Its not that I feel as though my purpose is through
But some days its very hard to find something to do

There should be something that would bring to light
Whatever I achieved or at least, what I’ve done right

Find your

So I piddle with this and I piddle with that

Trying to look busy and committed to task

To look in my eyes you’d think I was all concentration
But look closer and you’ll see my frustration

I can remember way back in my prime

When I was in a hurry all the time

From one job to another, on a dead run

The day was never long enough to get it all done

Now, the years went by and it seems I got old fast
And one day I realized my prime wasn’t going to last
I had to slow down, I just wasn’t the same

My body was telling me that I should refrain

From the work I was doing to make my living

And find an easy chair and enjoy the comfort it would be giving
A hard change, it’s true

But it’s something most of us have to go through

We don’t really regret the transition h
We just have to buckle up and accept the situation

I do feel my reason for being here is not yet through Reg'Stration is now open for =
And I’'m thankful that over the years I’ve developed a hobby or two Summer a nd Fa ll classes at SC ﬁE

1= - W —
But my current plan now is to keep looking busy
Keep myself sane and not go crazy
To be a credit to the world and to be productive

Not to get sedentary and be self destructive

To this end I will accept my fate

And be thankful I lived long enough to appreciate

Although being old is not my ideal FANKHAUSER’ NELSEN,

My age made me realize how thankful I feel WERTS. ZISKEY & MERWIN. P.C
L) g 0 a%ets

. Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska
The life I led and the work I’ve done

Hopefully it made this world a better one
So no, you don’t have to tell me what to do Auburn 1901 N Street 402.274.2444

1l figure it out as I go through

' Get Started at

LAWOFFICES CF

Humboldt 713 4th Street 402.862.2321

The rest of my life and whatever time I have due
The example I set will be honest and true

I’ll do the best I can without dismay

And pray its good enough when comes my final day

Nebraska City 620 Central Avenue 402.873.3715
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el M

Spring Sky, Cottonwood Tree, Planting Time, Along Highway 67

Adeline’s Bakery

1910 R Road, Burr, NE 68324

Wed & Thu 11 to 6, Fri 8 to 6
Every Saturday 8 to 3

402-430-0565

ins;)ryimf DENTAL

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
Maribel Caudillo, DDS, practices a full scope of general and
cosmetic dentistry with expertise ranging from dental implants
to dentures, crowns and root canals. Dr. Caudillo and her team
can now provide a wide variety of dental solutions to create
healthy smiles that will last a lifetime.

Facebook Page: Adeline’s Bakery
adeline sbakery@outlook.com

Today’s advanced dental treat- . Invisalign
ments and materials can give ° Fillings/Restorations
you a healthier, more complete gfél‘::issealams
smile that can last you a life- . Dental Tmplants
time. Your Papillion & La Vista, . Bridges Diana’s Tea by Bureikou
Nebraska dentist, Dr. Caudillo, . Tooth Extractions 11 AM to 7 PM except Sundays & Mondays
can help revitalize and maintain S/Ililfg?a?r:?gs; g:celfzrgelief
y}? g te.(;th and,l gunlls’ BYIS YU Dentures 134 N Washington Street
the smile you’ve always wanted. . Porcelain Veneers Papillion, Nebraska 68046
Inspired Dental

108 Cedardale Road Papillion, NE 68046
402-932-3317

(531) 250-0685
www.InspiredDentalOmaha.com contact@bureikouteaandmore.com
Visit us on Facebook
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Window From The Past (2002)

Stephen Hassler, Peru

I am willing to confess that [ can’t blame our young people
for feeling limited living in rural America. After all, that big,
wide, wonderful world 1s “out there” somewhere. Tall build-
ings, bright lights, action! Or it may be those exciting, high
paying jobs. With a little luck, a college degree, or a knack
for sales, one’s income could easily afford an apartment, a car
manufactured within the last ten years, and a cup of coffee at
Starbucks. How can you keep ’em down on the farm?

Perhaps it should be a law that a young person must kill a
lion before he or she may go out into the world. But we would
have to import lions and they would kill cows and create an
environmental disaster. However, I know there are bobcats
around here. I don’t mean college students, but real bobcats!
But what if the kids just want to get away from mom and dad?
In that case there could be dead bobcats lying around every-
where! So on second thought maybe we shouldn’t add more
rules.

So what’s the solution? I don’t know. I think a person just
has to know what they want. I had to get away to the big city
to learn that. Fortunately for me, I didn’t get caught in the rat
race. Through my window on Fifth Street there are no bright
lights no offices on the ninth floor, no lunches with coworkers
at a sunny sidewalk café, no cocktails at happy hour, no happy
hour. And since I moved here, I’ve never seen a rat around,
racing or otherwise.

So until we become a resort area, I’ll just take life a day
at a time. My coffee is sometimes as good as Starbucks, my
neighborhood is so quiet that shoveling the driveway produces
echoes, and I can just smile at the blizzards from the warm side
of my window on Fifth Street.

Life is good. Just live it.

Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion
including Nebraska photos & articles
with the flavor of rural America.

Clarence And The Cup Handle

Dorothy Rieke

One hot summer day, I attended a wedding with my aunt and her
family. Years ago, especially in rural areas, weddings were popular
because they not only presented the entertainment of seeing a cou-
ple married but also involved eating a large meal.

Aunt Aggie, holding her special chocolate cake in a cake con-
tainer, was determined to deliver her cake in good condition. Uncle
Bob sat straight driving their 1935 black-painted Plymouth along
the country roads. Ten-year-old Clarence wiggled about on the back
seat occasionally reaching into his pocket. I wondered what he was
up to now?

Summer weddings usually meant brides dressed in white satin
gowns with sweetheart necklines, puffed sleeves, and long full
skirts. Even though, brides may have felt summer heat in those
gowns, it was nothing compared to grooms often dressed in their
best wool suits.

The after-wedding dinners were often the reason for high atten-
dance at these events. Aunt Aggie, along with other ladies, brought
her own meal specialties. Aggie’s was her rich flavorful chocolate
cake with fridge frosting.

After delivering the cake to the church basement, Uncle, Clar-
ence, Aunt, and I found seats to watch the ceremony.

After the ceremony, invited guests made their way to the church
basement for a feast. In those days, a large amount of food was un-
usual as economic conditions meant saving money on food by using
what was in the garden or in the cellar.

Clarence was spooning homemade ice cream into his mouth.

The cake came next. He bit off a large piece of cake, chewed on it,
and swallowed. Then, he removed something from his mouth. He
yelled out, “Ma, look what I found! Your missing cup handle was in
my cake!” Clarence believed that he was doing his mother a great
favor. Instead, his mother’s face turned beet red showing embar-
rassment.

Uncle Bob angrily said, “Eat your lunch, boy.” Of course, the
crowd heard Clarence and drew their own conclusions.

Aunt, in her haste, while preparing the cake, noticed that the mea-
suring cup handle was missing. She looked all over for it, but did
not locate it.

Clarence found the handle and thought he would receive praise.
However, he changed his mind as he saw the adults’ reaction to his
loud exclamation.

Needless to say, Clarence was smart enough to realize he should
have kept quiet. How many times do we speak out without think-
ing? This is a common enough trait. Poor Clarence probably took a
trip to the woodshed never understanding adults.

Note, This was a true story; names, however, were changed.
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Flag Day June 14th:

Sheila Tinkham

Raise the United States flag

13 stripes for the original 13 colonies

50 stars representing the 50 states

Betsy Ross sewed the first flag

“O say can you see”

The Star Spangled Banner

Francis Scott Keyes wrote during battle of 1812
Fort McHenry

Bomb after Bomb

Hit the flag

Bring the United States down

Flag “gallantly streaming”

Why won’t the flag come down? It is still flying.
Roared the British commander

Francis learned man after man had volunteered to keep the flag
aloft,

Each sacrificing his life for the cause

And that was why the flag was tilted sideways...
Tears fill my eyes

Thank God for the flag

And all she represents

And God bless America.

A note from your publisher;

I recently re-connected with a writer who used to
submit poetry to this publication, but took a break for some
family time. For those of you who might miss
Janet Sobczyk’s poetry, you will enjoy her website at;

https:// momsmusingsblog.blogspot.com/search?q=ycn
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HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE - Hotpoint « Whirlpool - Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512 AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

Father's Day

Sheila Tinkham

I want to thank all the fathers out there

No matter how hard the work, physically or mentally
Blue collar or white

Your work matters

What you do for yourself and your families matter
The example you give to your children

About the value of hard work and honesty

Being a man is tough

You can be drafted

You do all the tough, dirty, physically demanding jobs
Most of us would prefer not to do

But I want to say Thank you

Thank you for all the little things you do from opening doors
To playing baseball

To writing sweet notes

Father's matter.

Men matter.

And I thank God every day I had such a wonderful father.
So give him a call, a hug, an I love you....

Life is short.

Happy Father's Day!



Poetry
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FATHERS’ DAYS

All the little minutes

add to the sum of days
of love and devotion

for the children of

your heart.

Each fragment of time

is a step into tomorrow
and away from yesterday.
But when they’ve grown
tall and aren’t small any
more, your memory holds
precious snapshots of
scenes that define your
connections to them.
They are forever young,
protected by your love.

THE EDGE OF NIGHT

It isn’t sharp, like the
edge at a corner of a
building, with dark on
one side and sunlight

on the other. It is a soft
change from colors to

to grays that play with
your eyes so that shapes
seem to change minute
by minute. Dusk paints
with a subtle brush as
sunlight walks away from
the day and into evening.
Is it like this when we go
from this side of life to
the other side? Do we
know how to see where
we are, or is it a journey
of revelation to finding
peace in our hearts
forever?

by Devon Adams, Peru

FIRE SPIRIT

He is a fire in the light
of the setting sun as

he stands on the hill
with sun rays striking
his flowing mane and
tail. King of his own
band of horses running
wild and free out in the
vast space of the West,
he screams a challenge
into the wind to defy
his right to be there.
Other beings want to
end their existence

and destroy their legacy.
Pray for him to win his
battle against forces he
can’t control. He is the
spirit of all that is magic
and perfect about horses.

WHO ARE YOU?

Is the person in the
mirror looking back
at you who you think
you are, or are you
fooling yourself?

Are you what you
think, or what you do?
Do other people see
someone you might
not recognize because
they see only your
actions? Do you have
a good reason that
justifies what you did,
or is it simply a bad
excuse for causing grief
for someone else
because of your anger
or your hurt?

Courage and honesty
are forged together

in the same furnace.

By Artist, Devon Adams
PENCIL PORTRAITS OF
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, & BUILDINGS

Drawn from your photographs.

Phone: 402-209-9377

8x10 mat size $25.00
11x14 mat size $35.00
16x20 mat size $55.00

Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421

adamsdevon07@gmail.com
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REAL LIFE

The PLAN. That is the thing
to have, we are told. If you
write it down and follow it
step by step, you will get
what you want.

But no one registers for the
class titled “HOLY CRAP”
101, where you learn how

to adjust to random chance
and sudden setbacks that
totally screw up your PLAN.
When you come out at

the end of a crisis, you

may realize that it was

good for you, or maybe it
made everything worse.
Either way you will write

a new plan, with some blank
spaces to fill in with “options
and back up plans.”

Good luck with that!

Your Country Neighbor
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AUTO SALES

2018 Ram Express V8 5.7L 4x4 2017 Can-Am Maverick 1000

$20,486 - $380.33/mo $11,286 - $214.34/mo
ReV up your life With unb eli evabl e ice equipme 23,584 miles . Popular 1deb sde nly 4158 miles

deals at WORLD AUTO SALES!

Don't miss out on the opportunity to drive

away in your dream vehicle today. Whether

1 o o o .
you're looking for luxury, efficiency, or reliabil- 2021 Harley SPST 2015 Durango Citadel BLVD
$9486 - $180.15/mo $15,486 $287.50/mo
1ty We've got the perfect ride Waltlng for You. Iron XL 883N gently used 504 miles Leather, 3rd row seats V6 3.6 L RWD,
> 139,365 miles

Over 26 units to choose from

Visit us now and let's make your automotive Starting at $4200. -p. Ei

dreams a reality! Hurry, these deals won't last!
Shop where your friends shop.

CClEbrating 18 Yeal'S ill BllSiIleSS! 80% of our customers are either E
I B %

repeat customers or referrals.

lIi wam

Payments quoted with $1500 cash down or trade equity with approved financing.
2017 Can-Am and 2021 Harley Davidson 66 months @ 8.44% - 2015 Durango and 2018 Ram Express 66 months @ 7.44%
1651 South 11th Street - Next to Arby’s - in Nebraska City, Nebraska 68410

www.worldautosalesneb.com 402-873-6925

“Your Country Neighbor” is delivered to the following communities in Nebraska & Missouri.
Auburn - Brownville - Cook - Falls City - Johnson - Nebraska City
Nemaha < Papillion - Peru - Rock Port - Syracuse + Tecumseh - Verdon

o . o Dine in! 1/4 Page Ad $100
Our Grand Italian Buffet 1/2 Page Ad $200
Includes Pizza
The Beot Pissa Ever Made Salad & D ’t' Full Page Ad $350
{,r"-?i;* - Guaranteed! p ﬁ}* ala essert: Discounts for 3-Months
R Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and ‘ﬁleminoﬁ And Another Great Favorite! °
\E:/'r Receive a $5 Gift Card Free! 1\\_‘__‘_,./'r Countr St |e 4_C Ol r lS
A s n n 0 0 R B R B R R B B B B B B § . y. y
§o/°$1.00 OFF THE GRAND BuFFEwa’s Fried Chicken!! NO EXTRA
B Use This Coupon For Up To 6 People!
- Good Through July 31, 2024 - Always Fresh, Never Frozen CHARGE
i T With Sides of Corn, Biscuits,
i : B Mashed Potatoes & Gravy WHEN PAID IN ADVANCE
| ; | . .
ot 1 ’s of k
0 sissassaanssstestiing pva elit,;;l (;) SS 0 thl\i‘la:)hrgfr atClty Includes Preferred Positioning
. Redeemable Only at Valentlno s in Nebraska City. L ou . ce (when avaﬂable)
: (402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th, Nebraska City, NE 68410 : Nebraska City, NE 68410
.'i: o $1.00 OFF THE -GEA-NEB-UF-FET'-' - '-f (402) 873-5522 countryneighbor@windstream.net
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