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Guitar Poems

by Janet Sobczyk, 2017

Steve Adams

Buff leather
two-inch heels
finger loops
pointy toes
bring to mind
days of youth.
Sweet sixteen
cut-off jeans
halter tops
no sunscreen
wind in hair
horse-back rides.

Hiawatha; The Daily Perk

June Writers

They Feel Like Summer

Middle age
walking tall
with tan dog
slower now
wearing new
cowboy boots.

New Drug for Migraine Sufferers
The FDA has approved the first in a new class of migraine drugs that aim to fight painful migraine headaches
before they start.
Erenumab (Aimovig) is the first of four new migraine
drugs in the pipeline that target calcitonin gene-related
peptide (CGRP), a molecule that’s produced in nerve
cells of the brainand spinal cord.
“Aimovig provides patients with a novel option for
reducing the number of days with migraine,” said Eric
Bastings, MD, deputy director of the Division of Neurology Products in the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research. “We need new treatments for this painful
and often debilitating condition.”
Aimovig is a monoclonal antibody given as a shot
for people who have four or more migraine days each
month. The FDA evaluated results of three patient studies in making its approval. In those studies, patients on
average had one to 2 ½ fewer monthly migraine days
either over six months or three months.
In a news release, the drug’s manufacturer, Amgen, said
the list price will be $575 a month or $6,900 annually.
Costs to patients may vary depending on insurance.

Your Country Neighbor

I remember
when she first came to town
Said her name was
Judy Rae Brown
She was crazy
I was scared
But I followed that girl
Everywhere
I didn’t want to lose
my special little friend
But I should have seen then
how it all would end
She came to my house
It was late one night
She’d been out drinking
Been in a fight
I asked her,
what you want
She said it was me
I knew right then
It was destiny
She ate all the food
And drank all the beer
And the Crazy thing is
She’s still here
Don’t want her to leave
No, she’s staying right here
I don’t care about no food
And I can get more beer

Your Relatives and Friends
might appreciate this magazine.

Just e-mail them this web address:
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Your Country Neighbor
P.O. Box 126
Peru, Nebraska 68421

countryneighbor@windstream.net

View Online at

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Heavy Engine Repair
Transmission Repair
Alignments
Exhaust Repair
Brake Work
COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR -- ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Price Reduced!

$15,750

$6995

2006 Chev Colorado Z71 Crew Cab
$5385

2012 Ford F150 XLT

2006 Silverado 2500 HD 6.0L

$4900

2006 Chevy Trail Blazer

$5450

$12,800

2006 Chrysler Town & Country

$33,800

2007 Lincoln Signature Town Car

2014 Silverado 4x4 LTZ Z71

$9450

2010 Town & Country 3.8L V6

814 Central Ave. Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Call 402-274-2277

Visit www.BetterwayAutomotive.com

Window On Fifth Street
Stephen Hassler

Gazing out my window on 5th street, I was recently contemplating differences between now and a yesterday many
years ago. I live in a town with a 4-year college. About 20
years ago I witnessed a scare. There was a movement to relocate the college. I’m grateful that minds were changed.
These days, through my window on 5th Street I see an entrance to a modern, artificial-turf football field, the Oak Bowl
transformed. Nearby, a dormitory beautified with a recent
‘face lift’, and during the school year, students walking to
and from classes, to and from ball practice, along the streets
around me.
It’s often that I forget that many of today’s college students
were just being born 20 years ago. Twenty years’ time brings
changes. Across the street there was a “controlled burn” of an
old house. Today it’s a parking lot that holds tailgate parties
on game days and athlete parking on practice days. I enjoy
watching friends and relatives of the athletes having a good
time on game day with music and conversation to accompany
Continued on page 6 >>>>>>

Like a miniature Western Meadowlark. It’s called a “Dickcissel”.
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HISTORIC BROWNVILLE, NEBRASKA’S

FREEDOM DAY CELEBRATION
Wednesday
July
4th,
2018
TUESDAY
JULY
2017
Wednesday,
July 4TH,
4th,
2018

Brownville Honors Vietnam Veterans

Commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Tet Offensive
www.brownville-ne.com/
BREAKFAST FREEDOM RUN STRUT YOUR MUTT DOG SHOW CANNON PARADE
FOOD PATRIOTIC GAMES CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES PROGRAMS FREE MUSEUMS
TROLLEY, BUGGY, & RIVERBOAT RIDES EVENING MUSIC FIREWORKS OVER RIVER!!!!!

Where Life Is Good
Marilyn Woerth

When is the last time you spent a day or half a day in Brownville, Nebraska? The last Friday in their
school year, approximately sixty fourth graders did just that. Now when your husband is on the Brownville
Historical Society Board you often get pulled into service, no matter what is on your agenda, even if it’s
writing this article. Thus my time set aside for this article shifted to a busy day in Brownville.
Now if you have never been to Brownville you may not know that besides being the earliest incorporated
village (1854) in Nebraska, it is also a Preserve America Community, and rightly so. A whole lot of firsts
happened in Brownville, including the first land office where Beatrice’s famous first land grant was filed.
Bet you didn’t know that.
At the turn of the 20th century the town became more of a village and started falling into disrepair. Various catastrophes helped this process along; a three block fire, and devastating freeze wiped out the fruit
orchards. But the main reason for its fall from favor was the railroad speculation. To make a long story
short, Omaha was more successful than Brownville, the village bought too many railroad certificates and
had to raise taxes to cover the expenditure, and people moved away. Poof, smaller town, smaller revenue,
hard times prevailed.
To make another long story short in the mid 1950’s, artists found Brownville and a famous Nebraska
artist from Shelby, NE came to paint “the ruins of Brownville”. Terence Duren fall in love with Brownville,
and helped raise Brownville up from its decline by encouraging its citizens to create the Brownville Historical Society. Fast forward to present day, the Brownville Historical Society owns eight museums and one
park. Whew! BHS along with the Fine Arts Association, Merchants of Brownville, the Village itself, and a
lot of hard work by a whole group of dedicated individuals throughout the decades helped preserve the early
history of Nebraska for fourth graders to learn and enjoy.
Yes, I may be a bit biased, but I think this is one heck of a village, with a whole lot of historical presence.
So next time you are put in charge of a group wanting something to do, just think of Brownville. Let us
know early so we can have our doors open for most of Brownville runs on volunteers.
And while you’re at it don’t forget the Freedom Day Celebration on July 4th. The whole day is packed
full of family enjoyment. Early morning starts with the Freedom Day Run, and ends with fireworks along
the ole Missouri. Hope to see you all there; hubby and I are in charge of the parade. See what he gets me
into? “You volunteered us to do what?” Where life can be good, but very busy, yet very satisfying, and I
guess I will keep him despite his not being able to say no.

4

Your Country Neighbor

June

2018

Windmill along H-67 southeast of Peru

Caffeine Musings
Merlin Wright

Facebook people often request responses to various questions. For instance, can you list something from your past
that young people have little knowledge about? My answer
could have been CORNCOBS. My mother assigned me the
job of keeping a bucket of cobs by the wood fired cooking
range. When the corn was shelled off the cobs each fall we
would fill a shed near the house. That shed was known as
THE COB SHED. Each year when the cob shed became
empty we still needed kindling for the stove. I had to go
into the pig pen and pick up cobs that the pigs had chewed
on. Those cobs were hard and most were not clean.
The cobs from the sheller were soft and could also be used
for other purposes instead of using Sears catalog pages.
Some people joke about growing white corn to get some
white cobs to use after the normal red cobs. At flea markets
one can find a 3 pack of one white and two red cobs for
before and after.
My mother often reminded me that I had forgotten to fill
the cob bucket and I knew that was important for cooking
supper. Mom did not threaten me with no supper but I knew
the importance of the full basket of cobs. My present most
important lady has assigned me with the task of supplying
kindling for our heating stove. She does threaten me with
no supper but I don’t believe her.

June Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed & Thu 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Fri & Sat 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sundays 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

WRC Friday Nights!

Enjoy a bottle of wine and an evening of
Entertainment at the Winery.

Our 2018 Summer Music Series Continues!

Our Distillery’s
1st production of

Vodka

All Performances 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. with $5.00 Cover Charge

June 1st, Enigma

Pop, Rock

June 8th, Jumpin Kate

Rock, Country, Blues

June15th, Dustin West Country, Rock, Folk
distilled from grapes,
Blues, Jazz,
June22nd, The Porcelain Throne
is now available!
Rock, Fusion
June29th, Stephen Monroe

402-825-4601
www.whiskeyruncreek.com

Blues, Rock

702 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Ever wonder what people visit about during morning coffee meetings? Some groups
may be serious and discuss religion or politics but some tell funny stories.
Do you have something from your past that is no big deal but you do not plan to ever
tell? After several cups of coffee with friends this writer told of an incident at the Auburn stoplight where the two highways meet. Pulled up to a red light and stopped,
looked left and saw a green light so did a left turn. This comment at coffee was followed
with a [I did that too] from another guy. Funny how our brains work and sometimes
don’t.
Then someone at coffee told of a friend who arrived at church with shoes on his feet but
the shoes did not match. It was not just that the colors were different, one was a slip-on
and the other had a shoestring. There could have been a [me too] statement if a certain
guy had been at coffee but his name was not mentioned. Another brilliant friend arrived
at work with a white sneaker on one foot and a black one on the other. Since he had
an important meeting later in the day some of his friends used a marker to blacken the
white shoe. All these men had another pair at home just like the ones they were wearing.
At a high school long ago there was a Home Economics teacher who only had two hose
and only one was seamless. Bets were made daily on which leg would have the seamless hose. Luckily for her nobody at coffee could recall her name or what school was the
location of this delightful story. It was also said that teacher had her class just simulate
washing the dishes. Dear reader, perhaps this explains some of the odd behavior in your
kitchen.
Then there was the story of a man named Aud Whatshisname. He was a single man and
requested his name not be put on his tombstone. Years later when people looked at the
stone with no name, they would say, “well that’s odd”.

HEARTHSIDE COUNTRY STORE
2 MILES NORTH OF SABETHA, KANSAS ON HWY 75

BULK FOODS KITCHENWARE
Hours: Mon. - Sat.

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

BEVERLY GOODMAN
Manager

2494 200th Road
Sabetha, Kansas 66534

Phone & Fax: (785) 284-0303
E-mail: hearthside2494@alltel.net
www.hearthsidecountrystore.com

Follow us on facebook
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<<<<<<<< Continued from page 3
their tailgate barbecue, hearing the occasional burst of cheering
from the stadium, and the ebb and flow of traffic after a game. I
do sympathize with those who might be negatively affected by
‘noise’; crowds do make noise, especially enthusiastic crowds.
But I’m the oldest person in this neighborhood, and most of
my neighbors are students. I’m cool with having a 4-year college next door. This is good, and not just for my neighborhood.
I know other Peru residents in addition to myself who enjoy
attending sports events, homecoming parades, campus festivals, holiday concerts. A newly remodled building will soon
have theater productions and choral events. And still, with all
the aforementioned hustle, Peru remains a quiet little town in
the hills between the river and the plain.
There will be more changes coming to the campus and the
town. There are probably things in the works right now. What
changes will we see over the next 20 years? I can’t imagine,
but I plan on watching it evolve one day at a time, here in my
front row seat through my window on 5th Street.

Wind on the Wire
By Janet Sobczyk, ©2018

Pharmacy
2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Protection Against

Sunburn, Mosquitos, Bug Bites & Stings
are within your reach at

Cody’s USave Pharmacy.

Keep the Fun in Summertime
with USave over-the-counter
products; Bug Repellant, Aloe,
Sunscreen, and Poison Ivy Relief
are on the shelves at

Cody’s USave Pharmacy.
CodysUsavePharmacy.com

Three brown birds
perch on an electric wire

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-1:00

two snuggle close
one stays inches away

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

all cling fast, feet clasp
holding on
facing the wind
wings firmly folded
gray tail feathers dip
enduring the gusts
weathering the storm
riding like bronco busters.
I wonder, Why stay?
Why don’t they find shelter?
Maybe they enjoy the thrill-ride
of wind on the wire.
6
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(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment

Utilities Included

• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Poetry

by Devon Adams
PASTURES OF HEAVEN

Towns and cities can be fine
places to live, especially the
neighborhoods with wide
streets and sidewalks and
huge trees sheltering the old
houses set next to each other,
like family members seated
at a big dinner table. Big back
yards are closed in with tall
wood panel fences that almost
make private spaces. But the
distance is the difference. From
my porch to your porch is in so
many feet. In the country our
porches are acres apart, and
there are fields of grass for
grazing by cows and horses
and sheep and goats. And in
those pastures are sacred
spaces separate from the
noisy lives that people tend
to live. They think so hard and
worry so much, and it all makes
them run faster to try to leave
behind the scary things. But
peace is waiting out there in
the soft grass and clear light
and fresh air. It can be found
next to the quiet cattle who
aren’t thinking about tomorrow,
or with the horses who come
over to nuzzle your hair and
greet you with a gentle whinny.
The farm dog and cats will hang
out with you until you leave.
They are content to just be there.

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS
Done from your
photographs.
Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421
OR
buckskinz@windstream.net

VELVET ON VELVET
How can they exist
in the maelstrom of
a storm, these minor
miracles of design with
no more than velvet
and paper to sustain
their beauty? With a
single breath of wind,
a butterfly is twisted in
his flight between the
blooms of his existence.
He perseveres in spite
of opposition though,
and succeeds in finding
sweet pollen inside the
flower dancing in the
summer breeze. On a
lovely, easy day, their
survival is at stake, but
in the black heart of a
hard rain with hail and
wind the miracle is that
the structures remain
intact, flower petals and
wings remaining safe
and beautiful and magic.
IRIS CATHEDRALS
Shrink your brain and
the rest of yourself until
you are small enough
to walk across the velvet
petal of an iris flower and
step into the delicate inside
chamber that is decorated
with pollen dusted on soft
brushes. Diffused light
glows with the transparent
colors from different varieties
that range from deep purpleblack, to white, to salmon,
pink, yellow, beige, and
orchid, to two-tones, or
those with striped, rippled,
fluted parts, or giant hybrids,
and smaller old-fashioned
styles, all the way to wild iris
growing in forgotten and
neglected places on the
edges of our usual spaces.
All of them must be related
to the haunted wings of angels.

8x10 (mat size) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00
Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site: BuckSkinz.com

SUGAR WATER

STANDING TALL

It is a simple thing
that draws orioles
and hummingbirds
like a magnet, and
also an easy lure for
catching hours of
delight for anyone
who loves to watch
birds. The dazzling
flashes of sunlight
illuminating iridescent
feathers on a tiny
bird who looks more
like a wind-up toy than
a live being is worth
all the money it costs
to buy a sack of sugar.
When the oriole comes
to sample the brew,
accompanied by his
lady in yellow and
black, the stage is set
for a drama played out
with wildly colorful
costumes, and a plot
that lasts all summer,
until the babies leave
their nest and come
to learn the art of
sugar sipping.

Remember when you were
one of the little people who
looked up to everyone around
them, especially your father?
You didn’t know or understand
that one day you would grow
up to be a big person too.
The only thing you noticed
was that you didn’t get to
decide anything, and that
there were rules that you
didn’t make, but you had to
follow them. Your parents
told you that they insisted
you do what they said for a
reason, and that was because
they wanted to keep you safe.
Maybe sometimes your father
would be gruff and your mother
softer when they gave you a
penalty, but you had to suffer
consequences in either case.
And maybe it was after you’d
grown up when you realized
that your father’s anger was
a way to sear his love in your
heart forever, so he would
never lose you and you would
always remember why there
were rules to be followed.

Send the online version of this publication to
your relatives and friends who live outside our
‘Country Neighborhood’. Send this web address;
www.yourcountryneighbor.com
June 2018
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STUTHEIT IMPLEMENT COMPANY

(S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241
(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941

See more new and used equipment at www.stutheitimpl.com

John Deere,

Large Enough To Accommodate You,
Small Enough To Appreciate You.

(S) ’15 JD Z960R, 192 hrs, 72” deck, 31HP kawaski…….................................$9,850
(S) ’02 JD GX345, 844 hrs, 54” deck, power lift……....................................….$1,980
(A) ’15 JD D140, 500 hrs, 48” deck……………....................................................$800
(A) JD D105, 278 hrs, 42” deck, new transmission…..........................................$880
(S) ’06 Snapper LT200, 469 hrs, 44” deck……....................................................$550
(S) ’98 Sabre 1438, 38” deck, 5 speed transmission………................................$450
(S) ’11 Polaris 850XP, 152 hrs, 4x4, front winch, hi/lo w/ reverse…..............…$5,200
(S) ’06 JD F1445, 2100 hrs, 72” deck, diesel, 4wd…….....................................$5650
(S) ’14 JD D170, 196 hrs, 54” deck, hydro….....................................................$1,950
(S) ’12 Frontier WC1103, wood chipper, used once, 3” capacity……...........….$2,500
(S) ’15 JD X530, 431 hrs, pwr steering, 48” deck, pwr deck lift…......................$4900
(S) ‘10 JD X360, 48” deck, 200 hrs, pwr steering & lift.......................................$3200
(S) ‘07 JD X720, 436 hrs, 54” deck, 25 hp Kawasaki, no rips in seat. ...............$5600
(S) ‘13 JD 825i Gator, 140 hrs, camo, alloy wheels, roof, bucket seats.......$13,200
(S) ‘12 JD 568 Round Baler, twine, wrap, hyd, Megawide pick up.........$26,900
Honda, and Toro Mowers in Inventory (S) ’14 JD 5115M, 3 function,16F/16R PR, 3 SCV, 154 hrs..............$62,000
Visit us in Auburn or Syracuse and check out our lineup of Deere equipment for all your harvestng requirements.

Not often seen, but these birds are common this time of year in Southeast Nebraska;
Dickcissel near Brownville, young Bald Eagles near Dawson, , Cormorant near Verdon.
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New Listing --- Sale Pending

PRICE REDUCED!
70331 639 Blvd, Dawson, NE

PRICE REDUCED!

$189,000

MUST see to appreciate! Adorable cabin-styled home has spectacular views! South of Dawson, NE. 2 large covered porches,
3 bedroom areas and 2.5 baths. 2 car garage in lower level.
Vaulted ceiling in the great room w/bedroom loft. Extra features include floor to ceiling stone-front propane fireplace (can
heat the whole house if desired!) Main floor laundry. Poured
concrete basement walls. Long wearing metal roof. All 2x6
construction, well insulated. 2 acres surrounded by pasture
and timber, with abundant wild-life viewing opportunities!
Interior photos at; americandreamrealestatecompany.com

1520 22nd Street

$99,900

Nice 2+ bed, 1 3/4 electric home near
Calvert Elem., basement., heated garage.

PRICE REDUCED!
1008 P Street

3 bed, 2 bath ranch, finished
basement, garage, fenced yard

1907 26th Street

$125,000

4 bed, 2 bath, split entry. Large family
room, new furnace & a/c in 2006, 2 lots.

NEW LISTING!

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let

PRICE REDUCED!

The American Dream
Real Estate Company
be your first choice.
402-274-4410

$58,000

$20,000
1217 16th Street
$59,900 2326 McConnell Street $164,900 1014 N Street
2-bed, 1 1/2 bath, spacious Liv- 3-bed, 2 3/4 bath home in Crest- Possible investment property,
currently rented. 2 bed, 1 bath.
ing & Dining rooms.Fenced yard. view area. Finished basement.

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557
Carla Mason, Broker .......274-1817

820 Central Avenue

Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Carefree Living!
Low Income
One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View
No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing
• Utilities Paid
• Appliances Furnished
• Building Security • Laundry Facility
• Assigned Parking • Activity Room & Library

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

A proud tradition of repertory
theatre since 1967
2018 BVT Season
June 8 to August 12

Steal Magnolias
The Tell Tale Farce
A Year with Frog and Toad
The Haunting of Hill House
Maybe Baby, It’s You
Phone: 402-825-4121
www.BrownvilleVillageTheatre.org

(402) 274-4525

June 2018
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

Dear Readers: I hope you don’t mind re-reading this column from ten years ago. My life is
repeating itself in several respects. I’m sure you can relate.

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

(402) 274-5512

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant
pkuse@windstream.net

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305
(402) 274-5106

Fax: (402) 274-2580

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

-For All Your Family
Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

June 2008
These days my life is moving in about eighteen directions at once. The laid-back, unstructured days of this formerly unemployed housewife are over for the foreseeable future.
The first weekend of April, my husband and I finally moved into our new home. Actually,
he did most of the moving while I was partying out of town at my youngest sister’s 50th
birthday celebration. (My sisters and I recently celebrated that sister’s 60th birthday.) The
timing was definitely not great, but it’s not like Rhonda “planned” to be born on April 8
so she could mess up our moving plans fifty years later. I was not about to miss that party.
Luckily, I have an understanding husband. Besides, he owed me one. Twelve years ago I
gave up attending my 25th high school class reunion so he could keep a promise to visit
his mother. That’s right: I sacrificed for my mother-in-law. Yep, automatic sainthood for
me.
But, back to my hectic present.
On April 9, I rather unceremoniously ended my brief career as a commercial sewing
machine operator in Nebraska City. I had planned to stay on through the month, but an
impending shortage of supplies necessitated cutting hours for some of the employees. My
hand shot up. Pick me! Pick me! The price of gas was really cutting into my paycheck,
I despaired of ever reaching the desired daily production quota, and the job was never
intended to be more than a temporary opportunity to earn some fun money for new home
furnishings. So, bye-bye sewing machine.
Hello, new job. On April 15, I began a part-time, home office job. For the first time in my
life, I work in the town where I live. No commuting! Heck, I don’t even have to leave my
house for most of my duties. I’m now one of those women you hear about in the workfrom-home job ads who work in their pajamas. This is great. The flexibility is ideal and
the job is rewarding. Plus, my husband is grateful for the contribution my salary makes
toward the mortgage that came with our new house. He may be able to retire at 62 after
all. (Hubby and I are both retired now.)
Now that we’re moved in, I’m starting to work on landscaping. There’s not much I enjoy
more than puttering around outside. Tomorrow it’s off to Lincoln to pick up bricks for
a decorative pillar at the front entry and shrubs to plant this weekend. (Now it’s time to
renovate the landscape we planted back then.) Then we’ll be scrambling to quick get the
basement guest bathroom ready for my husband’s two older sisters, who are due for an
overnight visit June 5.
Next week it will be time to help with Vacation Bible School decorating, followed by
monthly job reports the week after.
To top it all off, we’re expecting our first grandchild June 27! My daughter-in-law, bless
her heart, has asked me to come for a few days after the delivery. I just may have enough
energy left by then to rock my new granddaughter. (We’ve had grandson also since then,
and we’re taking that new granddaughter on an RV road trip next month to celebrate her
10th birthday.)
My life is (still) busy and full and wonderful. It doesn’t get much better than that.
Wishing you a summer that’s busy in the best possible way.
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Weekends in May
Stephen Hassler

First Weekend
It’s about 4:30 P.M., mostly sunny and 78 degrees with baby blanket blue skies and
puffy white clouds. Clouds that I’m certain God intended to float over a dandelion
meadow in a forest clearing or on a hillside pasture. But this sky is floating above my
little town, above my porch, where my $5.00 easy-chair has more than returned its
value since I purchased it at an auction 20 years ago.
Goldfinches, their bright yellow plumage peaking, fight for bird-feeder position as the
blurring orange of a Baltimore Oriole glides by. It climbs in altitude toward the tall
tree in my neighbor’s yard. It’s late afternoon and shadows are spreading their long
branches over the street below. A pickup with a camper in tow drives up 5th Street,
leaving town for a weekend at Indian Cave State Park or maybe an overnight stay at
Verdon Lake. No wind today. I don’t remember the air being this still. Not desirable at
90 degrees, but just fine for 78. My iced tea (recently brewed) is just an arm’s length
away, my phone is silent on the table, ready, but not in use.
Saturday was graduation day at Peru State College. Undergrads have left for home,
some going to a Summer job; maybe serving ice cream at a Dairy Queen, or cashiering in a souvenir shop at Rocky Mountain National Park. They won’t be climbing the
hill on 5th Street to a 7:45 A.M. class or lounging with roommates on the front porch
of the big house across the street as in evenings during the semester. The neighborhood cat will probably revert to begging at my house now that its young and generous
foster humans are on Summer break. Already its dried paw-prints are on the hood of
my garaged car after each thunderstorm.

Your Country Neighbor is on the internet!
Want to send this publcation to your relatives and
friends who live outside our
‘country neighborhood’?
Just e-mail them this web address;

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

THE CLEANERS

Professional Dry Cleaning
4 more locations to serve you!

• Nebraska City - Brown’s Shoe Fit
• Falls City - Brown’s Shoe Fit
• Seneca - Seneca Variety
• Sabetha - Main Street Auto

Pickup and delivery to these locations each Monday & Thursday.

402-274-3213

809 Central Ave,

Auburn, Nebraska

School’s Out!

Second Weekend
Some rain Friday morning, and now there are paw-prints on my chair cushion. Saturday was a normal “enjoy-the-sunrise-have-breakfast-write-read-at-computer-gojogging-prepare-lunch-make-spaghetti-meat-sauce-for-coming-week,” day. Sunday
morning; chilly, rainy, cloudy, and warmer inside this morning. Sunday evening; beautiful, quiet, birds chirping, iced tea and video time. I extended my weekend through
Monday; mostly sunny, air clean from a night-time thunderstorm, breakfast on my
porch with the internet’s news, PSC gym before lunch. Looking forward to finishing
the June issue of Your Country Neighbor this week.
Third Weekend
Friday evening began pleasantly with the exception of sounds of multiple lawn mowers as some residents got the jump on the weekend by wrapping up yard work prior
to Saturday morning breakfast. A warm 82 degrees, no breeze, and a welcome end to
the work-week. After supper there were some clouds, an easterly wind, but not strong,
and raindrops briefly splotched the dry surface of the street. Then quiet again, but
ominously gray skies remained, threatening to confirm the weather forecast of a better
than 50/50 chance of a thunderstorm. The afternoon was mostly sunny after a gray,
overcast morning. Sunday; cool, cloudy, rainy.
Fourth Weekend

So Drive Safely!
A message from all of us at

STRIGGOW’S

SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
All Makes & Models
Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding
Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614
2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska

Time to publish!
June 2018
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Feeling Old
Sheri Mayhew Dowding

There’s a fine line between feeling old
and being old. And at the same time
there’s a fine line between memories
and what you remember. Case in point,
the prom. I did not attend my junior or
senior prom. The honest truth is, I was
not asked and so I did not go. That’s just
the way I felt about it then, if you didn’t
have a date I thought it would be a huge
embarrassment to go alone, so I didn’t.
I watched some of the local kids walk in
the parking lot of the high school with
their prom attire on Saturday night. High
heeled shoes, that had to kill their feet,
hair done up just so, sparkly dresses that
revealed too much, (feeling old). A few
of the boys removed their jackets and let
the girls wear them, still a few gentlemen
out there. But this will be their memories.
I decided when I was a kid that I would
never tell my kids the story about walking to school, in waist deep snow, 2
miles, everyday, barefooted, uphill both
there and back, maybe because I never
had to do this. Or maybe it was because
one day my younger brother said to my
dad, “Dad, didn’t the sun ever shine
when you were a kid?” Somehow that
statement had an effect on the way I
think, especially about my childhood.
I try not to think or tell about the bad
times, or what I remember as a bad time.
And the older I get those bad times really
weren’t that bad (feeling old).
I remember a lot about my grandparents.
I had all four of them until I was in my
20’s. I was very lucky on that count. I
even had one great grandmother until
I was 17. I did not know her very well
at all. I wish I had. I am sure she would
have had some great stories to tell (feel12
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ing old). I loved all my grandparents.
Some I knew more about than others but
thats because I lived closer to them. I
want my great grandchildren to remember me. They are little now, and I hope I
am around long enough that they will get
to know me and to know how much they
mean to me (feeling old).
I truly miss the things I took for granted
growing up, things today’s kids will
never know. I miss going into the drug
store and having a 5 cent coke, in a
glass, with ice and a straw. It was probably 6 ounces but it was enough, not the
32-ounce big gulp super size plastic cup
you get for a couple bucks. Or the 5 cent
ice cream cone that was hand dipped and
the ice cream was made on the premises.
Lord knows how many of them I dipped
in my four years of working, doing just
that during high school. It’s not the 5
cent cone I miss, it’s the flavor of the ice
cream (feeling old). I also learned the importance of counting back change. That’s
seldom done these days.
I also miss going into a clothing store
and having a person wait on you, help
you find what you’re looking for in
your size, and if this one didn’t fit right
she would get you one a size smaller
or larger. And I was taught if you tried
something on, you put it back on the
hanger like you found it and you put it
back on the rack where you got it from.
How many people do that now-a-days
(feeling old)?
I guess what makes me feel old is all
the things that aren’t there any more,
things like dime stores, being able to
touch things, now everything is encased
in plastic. Even things like dressing up
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for Easter or Christmas, wearing white
gloves and shiny white shoes, little hats
that matched your coat (feeling old, but I
have photos).
Men used to wear suits to almost everything. These days if you see a man in a
suit he is a banker or an undertaker or a
customer of the undertaker. And women
used to wear dresses to everything and
wear heels. Okay, I totally understand the
not wearing heels, but on the other hand,
dresses are just plain hard to purchase, if
you want one that covers your backside
anyway. Face it, when your skin gets
wrinkly, slacks and long sleeve blouses
are all right, (really feeling old).
There are so many things that just have
gone by the wayside in my lifetime.
Maybe that is what my Dad was trying to
tell us kids. The things and times of our
childhood would not be around when we
grew up. Things that are not there for our
kids, like sitting on the front porch visiting with the neighbors on a hot summer
evening, playing all over the neighborhood until the street lights come on,
walking alone downtown to spend your
allowance, trick or treating all over town,
watching an outdoor movie in the park or
going to a drive-in movie theater, writing letters or getting letters, like from a
penpal a few miles away or a few states
away.
I guess getting old just depends on what
a person remembers, or maybe, just
maybe, how badly a person wants some
of this stuff to come back so our grand
and greatgrand’s can have some of the
same memories we have.
Send the online version of this publication to
your relatives and friends who live outside our
‘Country Neighborhood’. Send this web address;
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

PSC Graduation, May 5, 2018
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Dr. Dennis Welsh 2018 Teaching Excellence Award Winner

Peru State College Professor of Chemistry, Dr. Dennis Welsh, was named the College’s 2018 Teaching Excellence Award winner. Welsh was honored during the College’s
commencement on May 5. Dan Hanson, president of Peru State College, presented the
award to Welsh, saying, “Dr. Welsh has a passion for students and for his discipline. He
invests time with each student to learn their talents and help them realize their potential.”
Welsh joined the Peru State College faculty in 2001. He teaches courses in chemistry,
organic chemistry, biochemistry and molecular biology.
Welsh was the lead in developing the biochemistry option under the Natural Science
Major in 2005. Welsh was also instrumental in bringing the Rural Health Opportunities
Program to Peru State. He continues to oversee the cooperative program giving students
the opportunity for pre-admissions into health care programs.
Welsh’s other community activities include serving as Head Judge at the Greater
Nebraska Science Fair for the past decade, instructing a high ability learners’ class for
Auburn Public Schools, and serving as the Radiation Safety Officer for the Nemaha
County Emergency Management Team. He has also been a guest speaker for various
schools and community organizations.
Welsh’s publications include articles in the reviewed journals of Journal of Biochemistry, Methods of Molecular Biology and the Journal of Parasitology. He reviews articles
in the Journal of Lipid Chemistry. He has also written multiple manuals, procedural
papers, analysis papers, etc. for the laboratories and courses he oversees.
Welsh earned a Bachelor of Arts at Benedictine College before completing his Ph.D. at
the University of Notre Dame.

Senator Floyd Vrtiska receives award for
Distinguished Service to Peru State

During Peru State College’s May commencement, former State Senator Floyd
Vrtiska received the Distinguished Service Award. The Distinguished Service Award
was established by the Nebraska State College System Board of Trustees. It authorizes
each college to nominate a graduate or someone who has made significant contribution
to the College or to an alumnus who has achieved distinction and recognition in his or
her field. Recipients are nominated by the college president and approved by the NSCS
Board of Trustees.
Dan Hanson, president of Peru State College, said, “It is especially fitting that we
recognize Senator Floyd Vrtiska in our 150th year because of the pivotal role he played
in creating a vibrant future for Peru State College, a future we enjoy today. He was a
tireless champion for Peru State College, rallying tremendous support from alumni and
southeast Nebraskans to partner with Governor Johanns to reinvest in this College. This
reinvestment was the start of a much needed almost 75 million dollar infrastructure upgrade for the College, beginning with the Vrtiska Addition to the Hoyt Science Building
in 2005 and continuing yet today.” Hanson concludes, “One of the College’s founders
and one of Nebraska’s original state senators, Colonel T.J. Majors, is often recognized as
the most influential individual of the first century for Peru State College. Senator Floyd
Vrtiska is this century’s T.J. Majors, the most influential individual in creating a vibrant
future for Peru State in its second century.”

Trophies received from national criminal justice conference.

Four Peru State students participated in the 2018 National American Criminal Justice
Association/Lambda Alpha Epsilon Conference in Cleveland, Ohio. The theme for this
year’s conference was Modern Technology, Police Training & Equipment and Police
Accountability & Community Involvement.
Conference attendees, Samantha Carlson (Cozad, Nebraska); Hailey Bouwens (Lincoln, Nebraska); Samantha Daake (Beatrice, Nebraska); Keri Anderson (Adams, Nebraska). The students were accompanied by Danny Hayes, instructor of criminal justice,
and Dr. Amber Mahan, assistant professor of criminal justice. Both serve as advisors for
Peru State’s chapter of ACJA/LAE, Kappa Omicron Rho. LAE is a national criminal
justice honor’s society.
Mahan said, “Being involved with this organization allows the students a realistic
view as to what is to come when choosing a career in the criminal justice field.” Those
who participated at the ACJA/LAE Conference worked with experts from the Independence Ohio Police Department and a series of other law enforcement professionals from
the Cleveland area. There were approximately 317 students and professional members
from across the country in attendance. Samantha Carlson, president of Kappa Omicron
Rho, said, “The conference and being a part of LAE allows me to make connections
within the organization that will assist me in the future.”
Attendees also had a chance to participate in a crime scene investigation, firearms
and physical agility competition. Those who placed within the top three in their category
were recognized and received a trophy.
Peru State College participants earned five national trophies this year including two
first place trophies in the professional division. Samantha Carlson was awarded the
Richard McGrath Memorial Fund Scholarship. The scholarship covers the registration
fee for the national conference and is only available to ACJA/LAE members that are
majoring in criminal justice and are active in their local club and regional conference.
Joni Monroe (Van Buren, Arkansas) also received a Gold Key Award earlier in the
academic year. Gold Keys are awarded to LAE members who hold a Bachelors Degree
and an average GPA of 3.5 or above. Mahan, Hayes and Carlson earned an Honorable
Mention in Crime Scene Investigations. Dr. Amber Mahan won third place in the Physical Agility competition for women between the ages of 26 and 35.
For the second year in a row, Danny Hayes took first place in both the Physical Agility competition for men over age 36 and in the examination for Lambda Alpha Epsilon
Knowledge. He also reached third place in the examination on Juvenile Delinquency
and second in the examination about Corrections.
For more information about ACJA/LAE at Peru State, contact Danny Hayes at
dhayes@peru.edu or Dr. Amber Mahan at amahan@peru.edu.

Peru State Alum, Kesha Beethe speaks to
Scholarship Recipients at Annual Luncheon
Kesha Beethe was the alumni speaker at the annual Board of Trustees Scholarship luncheon
held by the Nebraska State College System. BOT Scholarship recipients (and their families) planning to attend Peru State College, Chadron State College or Wayne State College are honored at
the event.
“This scholarship is an honor,” Beethe told the group of students
and parents, “One I wish I hadn’t turned down.”
Beethe continues, “I started at [another college] and I transferred to
Peru. I wish I had been as wise as you are and started there sooner.”
Beethe highlighted her work with AmeriCorps under the CHANCE
Initiative and as a Phi Beta Lambda national champion. Beethe also
ran cross-country where she was a Capital One District Six All-American and a Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete.
Originally from Tecumseh, she currently lives in Washington where
she is a global learning coordinator for Amazon.
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TRANSFER PLUS SCHOLARSHIP
◆ $500 Tuition Scholarship
◆ Available for full-time
Undergraduate students
The Transfer Plus Scholarship is
for students transferring in from
any community college with a 2.5
cumulative GPA and a minimum of
24 credit hours. Student must be
enrolled full time and scholarship is
renewable for up to 4 consecutive
semesters maintaining a 2.5
cumulative GPA.

LEARN MORE AT

PERU.EDU/TRANSFER
Nebraska’s First College • Established in 1867 • Peru, Nebraska • 1-800-742-4412
Member, Nebraska State College System
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission since 1915
Accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Stop in and have your fill of

The Grand Italian Buffet!

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
Good Through July 31, 2018

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE68410

PLUS
Buy any pizza and
get a frozen pizza
‘to go’ for half price!

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
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Pure Raw Honey
&

Bee Pollen
402-274-3725

Auburn, Nebraska
We Can Ship Any Amount

