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• Get your website started with my
Personal Coaching.

Publisher and Photographer, Stephen Hassler
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marciegrendesign.com
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Merri Johnson
Lee Nyberg
Marillyn Woerth

JAMES H. CAIN

• Display your art or product in a Slide
Show on the internet.
• Custom Graphics, Banners, Logos.
• Promote your business with a new
website.
• Personal Service.
• Value Priced.
• Easy Payment Plans Available.

Email: marciegren@me.com
402-274-3289

Auburn, Nebraska

www.yourcountryneighbor.com
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And A Painted Chair!
• Garden Art by Jan
• Jewelry
• Repurposed Books & More

This beautiful White Egret was one of several migrating through the Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge near Mound City. Some usually remain all Summer.
I’ve had multiple reports of Oriole sightings in Peru, including ‘Garden Orioles (page 9).
And a new visitor in my yard was the Summer Tanager (Page 9). It was entertaining to
watch Mrs. Robin feeding her babies and chasing the squirrels away. This morning I
witnessed the first flight of one of her chicks (Page 7).
I plan to upload more wildlife images to my new website;
www.stephenhasslerphotography.com
Check it now and then for new ‘entries’.

On Main Street in Brownville, Nebraska

402-274-3104

Have a great June, and thank you for picking up Your Country Neighbor!!
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School’s Out!
If Our New Low Prices Are Not The Lowest,

We Will Match Any Advertised Price
On Optimum Nutrition Items In
CODY’S USAVE PHARMACY

So Drive Safely!

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
In Auburn

All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

WE WILL HONOR YOUR COUPONS FOR
OPTIMUM NUTRITION ITEMS!

Questions: (402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-1:00

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614
2000 N Street
Auburn, Nebraska

2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305
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Poetry by Devon Adams
I’M OVER HERE
In the soft wind of
a summer morning,
an echo bounces
from all directions.
Two tones, repeated,
give evidence that an
oriole is hanging out
in the local trees. Then
comes the lovely aria.
But hearing is easier
than seeing him, as
he flashes from one
branch to another, his
coat of silk tangerine
bright as a neon sign.
GOING AWAY
It’s hard to say goodbye
to someone who is looking
in your eyes and holding
your hand. She is smiling
because you’re here, but
she doesn’t know that you
know her. You are sisters,
and she remembers the
children that still play in
the dusty past, but the old
masks that have changed
us, baffle and confuse her.
In fact, she doesn’t know
the person in the mirror who
looks back at herself. For
sometime now, she has been
going away from the person
she used to be, and she can’t
turn around. So, instead of
saying goodbye to the sister
you knew, try saying hello to
the person she is today.
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BABY STARS

POTTED

Like a brand new star
spinning out of the dust
of a galaxy, the bright
young life has a glow
that calls attention to
itself. All the older folks
are drawn into his orbit
by the power of his sparkling
eyes, his enchanting smile
and the delightful gurgles
and giggles that emanate
from his busy baby body.
But his mother is locked
into an adoration for him
that has changed her life.
Her heart will forever be
part of his heart, even past
the gates of eternity.

They sit above
the lowly grass
and wave their
velvet petals from
an elevated planter.
Such haughty blooms
are pampered every
day, with everything
they need for being
beautiful. Life is easy
in a sphere above the
jungle on the ground,
and glamour glows in
easy waves. But fancy
isn’t all there is to life.
The bright dandelion is
shining like a sun chip,
fallen from beyond the
blue silk sky.

PENCIL PORTRAITS - PERSON OR ANIMAL
(Sizes given are the mat size)

8”x10” $25 (one figure)
11”x14” $35 (one figure)
16”x20” $55 (one figure)
Send your photo to me, Devon Adams
P.O. 192, Peru, Nebraska 68421
WEB SITE: BuckSkinz.com
PHONE:
402-209-9377
E-MAIL: buckskinz@windstream.net

Your Country Neighbor

Where Life Is Good
Marilyn Woerth

Hey it’s June and summer is finally here. How many plants, shrubs and
trees have you lost so far from this year’s devastating winter of extreme
winds, cold and drought? The people in the know are saying it is this
year’s winter drought and drying winds that have caused the most damage,
not the cold.
My four year old crape myrtle is not showing any signs of budding, but I
may give it a week or two more as the stems aren’t totally brittle. A David
Austin rose, “Queen of Sweden” (pink), looked headed for the compost
pile, but a friend spotted a few leaves at the bottom. Halleluiah, for it is
one of our favorites.
Several friends have complained about losing mature redbud trees. Another friend reminded us that recently redbud trees have been taken out of
their natural element. Redbuds are an understory tree, in other words, they
need to have larger trees around them to protect them. Home owners and
landscape developers have been placing them out in the open, a sure way
to doom this tree. Mine are in their natural habitat in our woodlands and
are doing just fine.
Evergreens have taken the biggest hit due to wind decimation. I have a
holly and an arborvitae that are looking a bit scorched. I admit I only went
out once during the winter season to spray them with an anti-desiccant.
What is an anti-desiccant you ask? You’re not the first to ask that question.
It is a spray that helps plants retain moisture. It is usually used around the
beginning of December and once a month thereafter until the warm, calmer
spring weather returns. It is beneficial on hollies, azaleas, rhododendrons,
boxwoods, conifers, and the tender stems of roses and hydrangeas. But
don’t use it on waxy blue conifers they have a natural coating system.
Spray them on windless, 40-50 degree days. There are other times this
product can be used, i.e. during the summer if you are transplanting a
specimen on a hot July day you might want to spray it to help it retain its
moisture level.
Well enough talk about dreadful winter weather and its consequences. I
am looking forward to the Fourth of July and the wonderful Freedom Day
Celebration in the village of Brownville, NE. Of course I am partial; I am
on the Freedom Day Celebration committee, and hubby and I are in charge
of the parade. Zowie, what a full day of activities do we have in store for
you and your family (7 AM-?). There is definitely a little bit of something
for everyone. Please check out the schedule at:
http://www.brownville-ne.com/4th-of-july-freedom-celebration.html
You all come and join the fun where life is historically, patriotically good.
Huzzah!
June, 2014

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS
1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

(402) 274-5512

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant
pkuse@windstream.net

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305
(402) 274-5106

Fax: (402) 274-2580

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

-For All Your Family
Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

Firearms • Ammunition • Black Powder
Archery • Tackle & Bait

Certified Gun Smith

Martin Kelsay, Owner

Your Country Neighbor

1004 22nd • Auburn, NE • 402-274-5165
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Stutheit Implement Company

Large Enough To Accomodate You, Small Enough To Appreciate You
(S) Allis D17 Gas Tractor w/Loader
(S) LandPride 2560 60” Finish Mower
(A) Rhino TR96 Shredder 8 ft.
(S) ’10 JD 326D Skid Steer 250 Hrs Cab/AC
(S) ’02 JD 1435 Mower 72” Deck
(A) ’09 JD 1435 Mower 60” 4x4
(S) ’10 JD Z925A Zero Turn Mower 60” Deck
(S) ’09 JD X720 Garden Tractor 62” Deck
(A) Westendorf WL42 Loader JD Mounts
(S) Gehl WR 520 10 Wheel Rake
(S) ’13 JD 1025R Util. Tractor, auto connect, 54” Deck

$4950
$895
$4200
$36,000
$7900
$10,300
$4200
$6600
$3500
$2990
$15,400

(S) Morbark #290 Wood Chipper, 8” Capacity
(S) Bobcat 84” Hyd Front Angle Blade
(S) JD 350 Sickle Bar Mower 9 ft. Bar
(S) JD X724 62" Deck AWS
(S) JD X738 54" Deck 4WD
(S) ’13 JD Z925M Zero Turn 60" Deck 40 Hrs
(S) JD 1518 Shredder 15 ft.
(S) ’90 JD 535 Round Baler
(A) ’98 Vermeer 605K Round Baler
(A) Frontier “Riata” Arena Rake 84”

(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75 (S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241

$4900
$2000
$1750
$6000
$12,600
$9970
$7900
$7500
$10,500
$1500

John Deere - Honda - Toro Mowers
In Inventory
www.stutheitimpl.com

Br
ownville Lyceum R
estaurant
Brownville
Restaurant
Br
ownville
R
estaurant
Brownville
Restaurant
Check out the newest quilt shop in Nebraska City
We have a nice selection of
Kona Solids, Jo Morton Fabrics,
Metallics
and
Blenders.

Mon - Sat
9-5
Thur - 8 pm

402-873-1009

622 Central Ave, Nebraska City

Enjoy Home
Cooking and
delicious desserts
while visiting the
Historic Village of
Brownville.
Open Daily 8 to 2, plus Friday & Saturday Evenings @ 5:00 pm - Closed Mondays

Anita Robertson, Owner/Manager
402-825-4321
228 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska
Like Us on facebook.com/BrownvilleLyceumCafe
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Property Management
Services for Landlord & Tenant
• List available rentals in local paper
• Provide rental sign for your yard
• Availability of Local, Established,
Community Contacts & Resources
• Show property
• Screen prospective tenants
• Provide Lease/Rental Agreement
• Act as liaison between landlord and
tenant
• Collect Rent

Whether it's buying, selling or
looking for a place to build, let
The American Dream
Real Estate Company
be your first choice.
Andrea Mellage, Sales........274-8557
Mark Rippe, Assc. Broker..274-8150
Carla Mason, Broker..........274-1817

402-274-4410

REDUCED!
1007 3rd St., Peru
3-bed, 1 3/4 baths, quad level
home, new roof, 2-car garage.

1200 6th St., Peru
4 bed, 2.5 baths, near PSC College
Campus, new roof, 2-car garage.

1214 15th St., Auburn
4 bed, 2 bath, new paint, new patio
and roof, fireplace, 3-car garage.

703 13th St., Auburn
5 bedrm, 2 baths, wrap-around
porch, new roof, main floor laundry

1116 J Street (H-75), Auburn
New in 2007, some equipment in
place for a start-up business.

1419 17th St., Auburn
3-bedrm, 1.5 baths, fully remodeled
4 years ago. Oversize 1-car garage.

820 Central Avenue

Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

June Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed & Thu 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Fri & Sat 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

“WRC
Whiskey Run Creek Winery

Friday

Nights”

After dinner at the Brownville
Lyceum, enjoy a bottle of wine and an
evening of entertainment at the Winery.

Our Summer Music Series Is In Full Swing!
Friday, June 13th, Midwest Dilemma (Folk Music)
Friday, June 20th, Bunky Christiansen (Country Music)
Friday, June 27, Skylark (Pop Music)
Performances 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. with $5.00 Cover Charge

Stop by the Winery for one of your Favorite Wines
During the July 4th Festivities in Brownville.
402-825-4601
www.whiskeyruncreek.com

702 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Mrs. Robin and ‘baby’ just out of the nest.
June, 2014
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

The next day, he reported the same occurrence, at exactly the
same time, and I had exactly the same response: I didn’t hear a
Aaahh. The joy of sleeping with the windows open, on sheets
line-dried in the fresh air, listening to the gurgling of the water- thing. Could I be going deaf? Could hubby be having a recurring nightmare?
fall in our backyard pond. The late spring kept us from our
warm-weather sleeping habit until well into April this year.
He was so astounded that I had slept through it two nights in a
We were thrilled when we could finally crack the bedroom
row, that I gave him permission to wake me up if it happened
window open and enjoy the night sounds. But wait, what was
again. Sure enough, at the stroke of midnight, the cacophony
that rasping? It wasn’t hubby snoring. It was too early in the
began. Hubby elbowed me, “Do you hear that?” I heard it all
season for crickets or the 17-year cicadas we’re due for later
right. Hubby was out of bed in an instant, on a mission to
this summer.
discover the explanation. He strode toward the window, and
then it dawned on him: the radio/CD player in the adjoining
Apparently frogs, or possibly toads, were enjoying our pond,
too. And they were enjoying it a little too much, if you ask me. bathroom contained a bird song CD that I had been listening to
a few days earlier. Somehow I had inadvertently turned on the
I assumed they were seeking mates. What else could inspire
alarm feature, which was set to the default of midnight.
their incessant croaking? They certainly had resilient vocal
chords. Since we could do nothing to stop them, we opted to
pretend that we were camping out and that we actually enjoyed The mystery was solved. I thought it was hilarious, but hubby
was not so amused at having his sleep disturbed three nights
their chorus. And in a couple of weeks, we got more-or-less
running. He gets up before 5:00 a.m., so it’s understandable
used to it.
that he would be a tad cranky about it.
Then, one morning, hubby asked, “Did you hear that noise last
We haven’t had any more unpleasant sleep disturbances since
night?” I replied in the negative. “How could you not hear it?
At midnight, there was some kind of bird – must have been an the CD incident. But last night I did hear the quiet “hoo”ing of
a real Great Horned Owl from its perch in one of the big old
owl – making a heck of a racket. It went on for 20 minutes!”
trees south of our house. It was a lovely sound; I look forward
to hearing its soothing cadence through my open window for
I questioned hubby’s claim of a 20-minute hullabaloo, not
believing that I could actually sleep through it. (Mind you, this many more nights to come.
is the same hubby who slept through every night-time feeding
that I got up for when our children were babies.) But he insisted that it went on that long, and that it was so loud, it
sounded like it was right outside the window.

FARMERS BANK OF COOK
Growing in Southeast Nebraska

ATTENTION:
50% OFF
STOREWIDE!
Expires June 28, 2014

Neighborhood Closet’s Location is

911 Central Ave. in Auburn
Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Main Office
Cook, NE 68329
864-4191
Bank of Peru
Peru, NE 68421
Citizens State Bank
Virginia, NE 68458
State bank of Liberty
Liberty, NE 68381
Wymore State Bank
Wymore, NE 68466

Tecumseh Branch
Tecumseh, NE 68450
Louisville Branch
Louisville, NE 68037
Syracuse Branch
Syracuse, NE 68446

THE CLEANERS
Professional Dry Cleaning
“Special Nights”
Burger Tuesdays $3.25

“All You Can Eat” Spaghetti Thursdays $7.95
(Mention This Ad For 10% Off Spaghetti)
402-274-4125

Three new locations to serve you!
• Brown’s Shoefit, Falls City
• Main Street Auto, Sabetha
• D’s Decor, Seneca
Pickup and delivery to these locations each Monday and Thursday
402-274-3213
809 Central Ave, Auburn, Nebraska

520 J Street, Auburn, Nebraska

Golden Acres Apartments -- Cook, NE
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have window air units
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

Summer Tanager; First Sighting

Garden Oriole? First Sightong

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment

Utilities Included

• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible

Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Refuge Dwellers; Canada Geese with a Large Brood!
June, 2014
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Alzheimer’s Affects Us All
Wandering: When “Here” Is Not Where Your Person
With Alzheimer’s Wants To Be
By Lee Nyberg

“He was here 10 minutes ago.” For 60% of people with dementia,
wandering goes hand in glove with declining cognitive ability.
Reasons for wandering, or elopement, are individual and may
change over time. A person may wander because he fails to
recognize his surroundings as “home,” may be trying to meet a
basic need, such as finding a restroom, may be reliving the past,
may be bored or restless, or may be seeking to escape an overstimulating environment, such as a crowded store.
Caregivers are only human. They cannot watch their loved one
for 24 hours a day, or prevent wandering, even if all the doors
have alarms and locks. A proactive approach to wandering
reduces its likelihood. Create a daily routine of activity and exercise to reduce boredom and support night-time sleep. Learn the
triggers by analyzing your loved one’s past life and present behavior. For example, a former office worker may be trying to go
home every evening, just as he did for 40 years. Minimize visual
triggers; store car keys and outdoor clothing out of sight. Disguise doors to the outside with paint or draperies or hang a mirror
or stop sign on the door. Install locks on doors out of sight lines.
Identify bathroom doors with descriptive photos.
Be ready for elopement. Register your loved one with dementia
with Medic Alert®/Alzheimer’s Association Safe Return®, a nationwide identification program and make certain she wears the
accompanying bracelet. Put name and address labels inside
clothing. Consider radio frequency track-able shoes. Enlist
neighbors to notify you if they see your loved one alone outside.
Know how to distract your loved one from the impulse of wandering. The Mayo Clinic suggests the following redirection technique:
1.
Acknowledge the person’s emotional state; “You look
worried.”
2.
Join their reality; “You’re looking for your children? I’m
looking for something, too.”
3.
Establish a common goal; “Let’s look together, over there,
in the other room.” With your body to the side of the person with
AD, lightly touch his arm and guide him away from the door or
window and towards an activity, such as folding laundry or sorting
a jumbled toolbox.
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Wandering people with AD do not comeback on their own. The
Alzheimer’s Association recommends immediate action when a
person has wandered:
•
Call the Alzheimer’s Association Safe Return number: 800625-3780.
•
Alert neighbors and search the nearby area. Most wanderers stick to roads and sidewalks within a 1.5-5 mile radius.
•
Call out the person’s name, not their role (i.e., Tom, not
“Dad”) as they may not remember their “dad” role.
•
If unsuccessful after 15 minutes, call 911 and say a “vulnerable adult” is missing, then file a missing person’s report.
Doing the best you can, as a caregiver, means using all available
tools. Teepa Snow, a highly respected caregiver trainer, stresses
working with the cognitive ability the person has left and not what
we wish they had. Instead of trying to retrain a person with dementia, proactively manage the environment, be aware of his or
her former life and habits, and know what to do in case of wandering.
Lee Nyberg serves seniors through her company, Home Care
Assistance. Home Care Assistance is North America’s premier
provider of in-home senior care. Our mission is to change the way
the world ages. We provide older adults with a higher class of
care that enables them to live happier, healthier lives at home,
even with significant health issues. Our services are distinguished
by the caliber of our caregivers, the responsiveness of our staff
and our expertise in Live-In Care. We embrace a positive, balanced approach to aging centered on the evolving needs of older
adults. For more information, please visit our website:
HomeCareAssistanceLincoln.com or call 402-763-9140 to talk to
a Care Manager.

and

Photography

Tell me Detroit

The Future is Now

Tell me Detroit
what you were thinking
in August of 1968
in the relentless summer heat
cops raiding that party
Vietnam vet returning home?

They promised men on the moon
and flying cars.

Tell me Detroit
do you still bear the scars
of that burning
of those wounded and dead
your belly full of hate?

They gave us Lost in Space and Star Trek
robots and androids
alien planets and transporters
zipping our molecules across
thousands of miles to planets and galaxies.

Tell me Detroit
in this great city
of glass, concrete and steel
this city of dying neighborhoods
has all hope abandoned you?

Martians landed and some were friendly;
they gave us Star Wars with light sabers
holographic projections, travel at light speed.

Tell me Detroit
why those six men beat Steve Utash
and stole his money and credit cards
after the accident when he tried
to help the boy, David Harris,
who stepped off the curb
in front of his truck.
Tell me Detroit
I want to understand
my old hometown
with our proud heritage
our Beirut-like neighborhoods
is this the new face of our city?
a city starved for heroes
festering once again
in its own rage.

Woodpecker sneaking a sip from the hummingbird feeder.
June, 2014
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They told us to hide under our desks
put tin foil on the car windows
and we’d be safe from the radiation.

So if the future is now,
if we can, in fact,
“boldly go where no man has gone before,”
why can’t I, in the blink of an eye,
get across Kansas, Montana or Nebraska;
why can’t I transport from here to there
in a high speed vacuum tube or
a contraption of scrambled molecules.
What I really want to know is,
if the future is now,
where in the hell is
my flying car?!

by Carol Carpenter

Poetry

Barred Owl Chick.
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DUTCH PANTRY

‘Great Savings When You Buy In Bulk’

Farmer’s Market Saturdays
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Authorized Dealer

Tires
Batteries
Alignments
Oil Changes
Brake Work
Shock & Strut Installation

• Deli • Gathering Room
• Donuts 1st & 3rd Saturdays
• Pancake Breakfast 4th Saturday
• Homemade Soup
• Homemade Baked Goods
• Special Orders Accepted
Ed & Judy Jones, Owners • 402-274-1102 • 2402 J St., Auburn, Nebraska

402-274-4947

2314 J Street, Auburn, NE

Chesterman’s

Carefree Living!
Low Income
One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View

Try Us, You’ll Like Us
$305/mo

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing
• Utilities Paid
• Appliances Furnished
• Building Security • Laundry Facility
• Assigned Parking • Activity Room & Library

Valley View Apartments

2010 Volkswagon CC Sport 4cyl Turbo. Low
miles, clean, heated power leather seats.

$326.59/mo

Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

(402) 274-4525
Valentino's of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

2012 Mustang with 3.7 V6 and 6-speed manual
transmission. Great gas mileage!

$6400

Stop in and have your fill of
Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
Good Through July 31, 2014

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

PLUS
Buy any pizza and
get a frozen pizza
‘to go’ for half price!

Finance Terms
$1000 DOWN, 3.99%, 66 months, WAC
1651 South 11th Street, Nebraska City

Next to Arby’s

402-873-6925
ONLINE SHOWROOM

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
June, 2014

2008 Harley Davidson XL1200 Motorcycle in
mint condition with only 9200 miles.

www.worldautosalesneb.com

Your Country Neighbor

