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The major construction project on the PSC campus continues to be the Performing Arts Center.
Interior work has begun on the project and it is slated to be completed in the Fall of 2018.
See page 15 for more PSC News

Tourists! Visitors! Welcome!

You will have a good time exploring communities in the Valleys of the Nemaha River.
Take this free publication home with you to use
as a reference for your next visit to the area.

Readers!

Returning this month are most of your
favorite Nemaha Valley columnists. This 16-page
issue can be your 2-cups-of-coffee companion.

Viewers!

In this issue you will find some of my recent photographs of wildlife and rural landscapes of Southeast Nebraska..

Shoppers!

Keep up with local businesses and news of
what’s special this month. And please thank them
for advertising in “Your Country Neighbor”.

July Writers
Devon Adams
Steve Adams
Stephen Hassler
Merri Johnson
Janet Sobczyk
Marilyn Woerth
Merlin Wright

Thank You!

Copyright 2018, by Your
Country Neighbor. All rights
are reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced in any form or by any
method without the written
permission of the publisher.
Ownership of some photos
and/or articles is retained by
the author.
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Your Country Neighbor

Your Country Neighbor is at
these high traffic businesses;
Auburn; Cafe Metro, Dutch Pantry,
Orscheln Farm & Home,
Sun Mart,
Cody’s USave Pharmacy
Brownville; Lyceum Cafe,
Whiskey Run Creek Winery,
Falls City; Art Gallery, Sun Mart,
Library, Norma’s Antiques
Hiawatha; The Daily Perk,
The Bread Bowl
Nebraska City; Fareway, Walgreens,
Johnny’s Corner Cafe
Peru; Deckers, Mainstreet Bank, PSC
Rock Port; Food Country,
Do It Best Hardware
Sabetha; Hearthside Country Store,
Health Mart
Syracuse; Do It Best Hardware
Tecumseh; Central Market,
Harvest Bowl

Guitar Poems
Steve Adams

She left that day
Never turned around
She couldn’t wait
To leave this town
Had to get her feet
On some new ground
Back on that highway
And laying it down
Traveling fast
Not looking back
She knew that was
where it’s at
Traveling fast
And laying it down
Back on that highway
And laying it down
Had to get her feet
On some new ground
traveling fast
And laying it down ...

Your Relatives and Friends
might appreciate this magazine.

Just e-mail them this web address:
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Your Country Neighbor
P.O. Box 126
Peru, Nebraska 68421

countryneighbor@windstream.net

View Online at

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Heavy Engine Repair
Transmission Repair
Alignments
Exhaust Repair
Brake Work
COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR -- ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Price Reduced!

Call Us!!

$5200

2006 Chev Colorado Z71 Crew Cab
$5385

2004 Ford F150

2013 Chevy Equinox LT

$4900

2006 Chevy Trail Blazer

$5450

$16,475

2006 Chrysler Town & Country

$6,450

2007 Lincoln Signature Town Car

2011 Chevy Cruze LS

$23,750

2015 Kia Sorento SX Limited

814 Central Ave. Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Call 402-274-2277

Visit www.BetterwayAutomotive.com

Window On Fifth Street
Stephen Hassler

On weekends in my college years, I would join with friends to
play touch football. Afterward we might go to a bar for drinks
and talk about sports and girls. In later years I would meet
friends after work for beers and maybe shoot some pool. We
would talk about our jobs and girls.
I suppose there are a number of people who meet “over lunch”
for camaraderie, keeping in touch, or for ‘community’ purposes. Meeting over beverages offers a pleasant time and
place for conversation. These days “coffee” is my beverage of
choice when it comes to having conversation with friends. We
talk about many things, including, occasionally, wives and/or
other women.
I have observed two types of “coffees”. The first is an early
morning, small town cafe grouping of farmers or other businessmen before going out into the field, the office or other
workplace. The other “coffee” is a bit later in the morning
with ‘retired’ guys “catching up” on whatever happened since
Continued on page 8 >>>>>>

The White Pelican migrates, as seen here at the Loess Hills Refuge, May 2018.
The Brown Pelican remains along the east, west, and southern coasts.
These two are the only Pelican species in North America.
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Wildflowers Along H-67 Southeast of Peru, Nebraska. June 27, 2018

Where Life Is Good
Marilyn Woerth

Grandsons, I love mine, I have three, no granddaughters. My sons had sons. Now, I’m really not
complaining too much (I have forgotten how to act
around young girls), but I just can’t keep up. Grandma has two artificial knees and all the things grandpa
does with them are either impossible or done poorly
by me. For instance, I can’t ski; grandpa taught them
how to ski. I can’t run well; grandpa plays soccer
with them. Grandpa takes them for bike rides; I can’t
get my knee around and over. I can’t throw a Frisbee
well for my life; grandpa loves disc golf. Even on the
Xbox I can’t run and shoot and fly at the same time,
and if I’m building, I get lost digging a hole I couldn’t
get out of. Oh my. But I give good hugs and kisses.
Which often get sent back to me.
Yup that’s the biggie, the Xbox. Even though the
boys live in different cities, and two in a different
state, grandpa can be found three nights a week for an
hour or so in front of the television with the Xbox on,
head phones in place talking strategy or about their
day. According to the boys, he is a cool grandfather.
Sometimes even their friends play with them.
But a couple of weeks ago, grandpa was in so
much trouble with the youngest grandson. They were
playing a new game as pirates. The best player of
the group had to get off for supper. So grandpa was
head pirate and involved with a project, the other
two grandsons were concerned with the direction
they were going, but grandpa was busy fixing the
ship. Since it was a new game to him, grandpa didn’t
know that you could actually sail off the end of the
world. Youngest grandson was devastated; grandpa
lost the ship with them on it. Since the only way to
communicate is by headphones all he knew was that
Z’s had gone quiet. Soon there was a phone call from
our youngest son. They had a traumatized son on
their end. Reality check, he’s only six years old. Poor
grandpa felt so bad, it took four days to be forgiven.
Another lesson learned; even in the internet world,
listen to your children and grandchildren. They have
important things to say, like we are getting too close
to the end of the world. They are back to adoring
grandpa, and grandma still plays the game of chase,
kiss, and release.
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We have a whole family vacation coming up this
summer wondering if I will need a vacation from
the vacation. Loving my life where the worse thing
grandma can do is kissing their whole face. Yes, our
life is good so long as grandpa doesn’t sail off the end
of the world again.

Caffeine Musings
Merlin Wright

Have you ever had unwanted House Guests. One
way to encourage them to leave is to arrange their
bed with the foot 2 inches higher than the head.
That makes for uncomfortable sleeping and after a
few nights they will decide to go home to sleep.
A facebook friend posted a question about dogs. He
asked people to answer the question about allowing
a pet dog to lick the human’s dinner plate after the
meal. One person replied that it is one way to get
an unwanted guest to leave. After the dog finishes
licking the plate you just put the plate in the cupboard ready for the next meal.
Of course one should be careful about who is invited to sleep over. This spring I left a shed door open
and that was an invite to a bird looking for a nest
site. After the bird incubated two eggs for a month I
saw the bird leave the shed and I investigated. The
bird was a Turkey Vulture and on that day one of
the babies had hatched while the other egg needed
another day. Several photos were placed on facebook and many friends liked the post.

NEW!! Try Our
Distillery’s

Vodka mixed drinks
in the Barn
or on the Deck.

July Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed & Thu 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Fri & Sat 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sundays 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

WRC Friday Nights!

Enjoy a bottle of wine or a mixed drink with an
Evening of entertainment at the Winery.

Our 2018 Summer Music Series Continues!
All Performances 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. with $5.00 Cover Charge

July 13
Vince Riley Folk, Country
July 20
John Worsham Pop, Rock, Jazz, Country
July 27
Mike Morris Jazz

402-825-4601
www.whiskeyruncreek.com

702 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Our son, his wife and two kids came to visit and they all went into the shed
to hold the baby vulture and take more photos. I had warned them that
books tell of the method vultures use to deter predators. The babies make
loud hissing noises and also will vomit to discourage predators. I suppose
that I could have just not told our son about the vomit potential if I had
wanted him to go home earlier. My bird book tells me that the baby vultures will live in the shed for over 45 more days.
Another nature lesson for the weekend was about insects called Ant Lions.
I have a tractor shed where the dirt floor has many one inch deep funnel
shaped holes that are traps. In each trap an Ant Lion lives under the dirt at
the bottom. If an ant wanders into the hole it is trapped by the steep sides
and when it slides to the bottom the predator grabs the ant and eats it. We
found a nearby chunk of wood containing many ants and had quite a show
watching the process. Daughter in law says this is better than the zoo.
Another lesson from our coffee group is how to cause certain people to
leave early. Just learn which political party is their favorite and proceed to
make comments about how great the other party is. I suppose this would
also work on house guests.
Until next month, keep the coffee perking.

HEARTHSIDE COUNTRY STORE
2 MILES NORTH OF SABETHA, KANSAS ON HWY 75

BULK FOODS KITCHENWARE
Hours: Mon. - Sat.

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

BEVERLY GOODMAN
Manager

2494 200th Road
Sabetha, Kansas 66534

Phone & Fax: (785) 284-0303
E-mail: hearthside2494@alltel.net
www.hearthsidecountrystore.com

Follow us on facebook
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Trespassing by Janet Sobczyk, ©2012

Strangely enough, this is one of my favorite memories of
riding horses with my best friend, Helen.

THE CLEANERS

Professional Dry Cleaning
4 more locations to serve you!

• Nebraska City - Brown’s Shoe Fit
• Falls City - Brown’s Shoe Fit
• Seneca - Seneca Variety
• Sabetha - Main Street Auto

Pickup and delivery to these locations each Monday & Thursday.

402-274-3213

809 Central Ave,

Auburn, Nebraska

Janet (on left) and Helen in the late 1970s.

The summer sun was high
white hot in the pale blue sky
a great day for a ride
two friends, two horses, side by side.
Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska
Auburn 1901 N Street

402.274.2444

Humboldt 713 4th Street

402.862.2321

Nebraska City 620 Central Avenue

402.873.3715

Cody’s
Pharmacy

U-SAVE PHARMACY

ALL Mason Natural Vitamins

Offer Good Through July 2018
M-F 8:30 - 5:30, Sat 8:30 - Noon
6
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Access your account,
refill 24/7, set reminders,
and save on medications
with the new
Cody’s U-Save Pharmacy
mobile app. Just visit
www.CodysUsave.com

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394
2220 J Street
Auburn, Nebraska 68305
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Another dusty road
gave us not a clue to forbode
the new delight in store
a fresh green meadow to explore.
Surrounded by tall trees
with a soft summer breeze
we reined the horses in
admired the view with a grin.
The clover smelled sweet
shade above us a treat
but what was that sound?
A soft humming rose from the ground.
It began very low
then started to grow
a new sight made us freeze
literally hundreds of bees!
They flew from the clover
angry that we had stopped over
not wanting to get stung
from the cool meadow – run, run, run!
We made a mad dash
horses took off in a flash
down the hot dusty road
our steeds didn’t need a goad.
Once the danger was gone
we slowed to a walk, laughed long
that was surely the last
time we ever trespassed.

Poetry

by Devon Adams
THE DAYS OF YOUR DIARY
We all keep
a mental diary
that records
the details of
our living days.
Some of us write
notes on paper.
But you can’t take
paper with you
when it’s time to
board the train
to eternity. Maybe
on that journey
we will be able to
open our memories
and go back to relive
moments that are
stored in the files
of our souls.

IMPLANTED
I have a spectacular
flower garden that I
planned to plant, but
delayed the digging,
or it was too hot, or
too wet, or too early.
And then, of course,
it was too late. But in
my imagination I have
watched those blooms
grow. In a similar way,
ideas can be planted
deep in the soil of our
unconscious. They lie
there, waiting to rise.
Then one day, they
push up tender green
noses that tickle our
minds, and we can
choose to pick them
or leave them in the
meadow for another
day, when they might
be what we want to
think about.
—AND BLUE

WAGING PEACE
It seems like starting
conflicts is easier than
not starting them. An
instant flare of temper
is not far removed from
shooting off a remark
that starts an argument.
Then neither side wants
to retreat enough to think
it over. How many times
have you wished you’d
taken a few seconds to
step back and evaluate
before your emotions
got ahead of your brain?
Once they jump out of
your mouth, the words
won’t go back in again.

The sky flag
is blue under
the sun, it’s
silky fabric a
bright shimmer
with it’s sheen
of light. Then
puffs of white
clouds appear,
woven into the
fabric from a
giant loom.
But when the
sun sets red,
it bleeds on the
white and the
blue, like blood
that has been
shed to keep
our country free.

Send the online version of this publication to
your relatives and friends who live outside our
‘Country Neighborhood’. Send this web address;
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS
Done from your
photographs.
Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421
OR
buckskinz@windstream.net
8x10 (mat size) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00
Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site: BuckSkinz.com

SPACE TRAVEL

SEA THINGS
They are scattered
here and there, inside
and outside, those sea
treasures that I found
while strolling on the
beaches with you. I can
hear the hollow roar of
the surf from the trumpet
of a curled shell. There
is a necklace made from
tiny oval shapes, and
sand dollars sit on shelves
next to smooth stones. In
my garden is a twisted,
silvered driftwood branch
with grains of sand safely
stored in the split of the
grain. I can still see you
wading in the waves, as
you did so long ago.
Can you still see me?
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Who knows what’s
out there in the vast
reaches beyond the
blue bubble of earth?
At least we can use
powerful telescopes
to extend our eyes,
like insects who have
stalks that swivel with
buggy bug’s eyes on
the end. When we
want to explore the
universe of our own
brains though, the
tools are very limited.
We can make images
with fancy X-rays or
magnetic scans, but
we can’t see ourselves
think. Miniature electric
circuits and chemical
reactions and nerve
fibers are all connected
in mystic ways to enable
actual thoughts to form
and change and remain
in our memories. But
how does intuition
work? Where do those
problem solutions come
from that wake us up
at night? What is the
mental machinery that
makes each of our brains
unique? We are armed
with computer codes that
are impossible to break.
7

STUTHEIT IMPLEMENT COMPANY

(S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241
(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941

See more new and used equipment at www.stutheitimpl.com

John Deere,

<<<<<<<<

Large Enough To Accommodate You,
Small Enough To Appreciate You.

(S) ’15 JD Z960R, 192 hrs, 72” deck, 31HP kawaski…….................................$9,850
(S) ’02 JD GX345, 844 hrs, 54” deck, power lift……....................................….$1,980
(A) ’15 JD D140, 500 hrs, 48” deck……………....................................................$800
(A) JD D105, 278 hrs, 42” deck, new transmission…..........................................$880
(S) ’06 Snapper LT200, 469 hrs, 44” deck……....................................................$550
(S) ’98 Sabre 1438, 38” deck, 5 speed transmission………................................$450
(S) ’15 JD 1025R, 70 hrs, 60” deck, R4 tires, block heater.............................$11,400
(S)’09 JD 620I, 560 hrs, bucket seats, steels wheels, roof...............................$5,900
(S) ’14 JD D170, 196 hrs, 54” deck, hydro….....................................................$1,950
(S) ’12 Frontier WC1103, wood chipper, used once, 3” capacity……...........….$2,500
(S) ’15 JD X530, 431 hrs, pwr steering, 48” deck, pwr deck lift…......................$4900
(S) ‘10 JD X360, 48” deck, 200 hrs, pwr steering & lift.......................................$3200
(S) ‘07 JD X720, 436 hrs, 54” deck, 25 hp Kawasaki, no rips in seat. ...............$5600
(S) ‘13 JD 825i Gator, 140 hrs, camo, alloy wheels, roof, bucket seats.......$13,200
‘12 JD 568 Round Baler, twine, wrap, hyd, Megawide pick up.........$26,900
Honda, and Toro Mowers in Inventory (S)
(S) ’14 JD 5115M, 3 function,16F/16R PR, 3 SCV, 154 hrs..............$62,000
Visit us in Auburn or Syracuse and check out our lineup of Deere equipment for all your harvestng requirements.

“Window” Continued from page 3

their last “coffee”. Maybe they wanted to get out of the house to go somewhere or talk to someone. (I’m guessing there are
women who get together for coffee or tea as well, but they must meet at times or places I don’t frequent.) Men’s topics might
include crops, weather, politics, neighbors or local characters, trips, past experiences, and other such stuff.
I used to know of a coffee shop where several locals would stop each morning; friends talking about many things. This group
was a mixed bag of men and women, husbands and wives. They were bound by a common bond, education. They were retired
teachers. Coffee was a ‘jumping off’ place for their day, and something to look forward to. After a year or two the coffee shop
closed, one of their group died, and I don’t see that group any more.
There are those who get together for beers after a ball game, or maybe at a ball game (the younger set). And then there are those
who frequent bars just for each other’s company after work. That was my experience in the big city when I was working there.
I’m not so sure about the small town drinking experience, it’s not my scene any longer.
I wonder how we’d feel if we had to sit across from each other without a coffee cup or a wine glass. Would we just fold our
hands and stare, or would the conversation still convene? I don’t want to imagine. Just pour me a hot one and keep ‘em comin’.
8
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PRICE REDUCED!

Sale Pending

PRICE REDUCED!
2326 McConnell

$159,900

Nicely updated 3 bedroom, 2 3/4 bath, 1-car attached garage,
ranch in Auburn’s attractive Crestview neighborhood. Master
suite has extremely spacious bedroom area, large bath, and double closets. Eat-in kitchen has new refrigerator, dishwasher microwave, AND fresh paint. Living room has built-in storage for
media and games, new flooring and paint, and BRAND NEW bay
window. Basement is fully finished with large legal bedroom, terrific family room, 3/4 bath, and workshop area. Enjoy the lovely back multi-level deck and landscaping, including small water
feature, fire pit and garden shed. Make your appointment today!

1520 22nd Street

$99,900

Nice 2+ bed, 1 3/4 bath, electric home near
Calvert Elem., basement., heated garage.

PRICE REDUCED!
70331 639 Blvd
$189,000
3 bed, 2.5 bath cabin-styled
home has spectacular views!

1907 26th Street

$125,000

4 bed, 2 bath, split entry. Large family
room, new furnace & a/c in 2006, 2 lots.

NEW LISTING!

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let

The American Dream
Real Estate Company
be your first choice.
402-274-4410

$20,000
1008 P Street
$58,000 1014 N Street
1217 16th Street
$59,900
2-bed, 1 1/2 bath, spacious Liv- 3 bed, 2 bath ranch, finished Possible investment property,
ing & Dining rooms.Fenced yard. basement, garage, fenced yard. currently rented. 2 bed, 1 bath.

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557
Carla Mason, Broker .......274-1817

820 Central Avenue

Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Carefree Living!
Low Income
One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View
No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing
• Utilities Paid
• Appliances Furnished
• Building Security • Laundry Facility
• Assigned Parking • Activity Room & Library

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

(402) 274-4525

Cottonwood along H-67
July 2018

Your Country Neighbor

10

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

It’s summertime – the season of the great American family road trip.

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

(402) 274-5512

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant
pkuse@windstream.net

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305
(402) 274-5106

Fax: (402) 274-2580

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

-For All Your Family
Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

I mentioned in last month’s column that we were preparing to take our granddaughter (our son’s child) to the Black
Hills. We also took our daughter along. We rented a 25-foot RV and had a fantastic eight days, staying in three different campgrounds and making the most of the experience. Nary a snag interfered with our enjoyment.
The twenty-four hours preceding the trip, now, that’s another story.
For starters, our daughter’s flight from Savannah, Georgia, was delayed, causing her to miss her connecting flight
in Chicago. She eventually got off the ground in Savannah, but on a different route than the original flight plan. She
ended up flying over Kansas City on her way to Chicago, and then getting a connecting flight to Kansas City. Go
figure. But she arrived in plenty of time. No harm, no foul.
We drove to Kansas City on the morning of June 1 and picked up the RV; then picked up our daughter and granddaughter from our son’s home in St. Joseph on our way back to Auburn to load the RV for departure the next morning. I had done some grocery shopping the day before so we were ready to load up.
We had made an extensive list of items to pack, including food, to be sure we didn’t forget anything. The evening of
June 1, hubby was packing things into the cooler that wouldn’t fit in the RV’s smallish refrigerator/freezer. “Where’s
the bottled orange juice?” he asked. I looked in the frig. Not there. Yet I was 99.9% certain I had put it into the grocery cart. I looked for the store receipt (which I always keep) to make sure I had, in fact, purchased it. Couldn’t find
the receipt, either. I checked my purse and all the shopping bags. Strange.
The other items I had purchased were accounted for…..except for a package of deli ham. Now, where was that hiding?
Probably in the same place as the OJ. The only logical explanation was that they were in the same bag, which I must
have inadvertently left in the backseat of the car after taking the other bags into the house. Well, I’ll just have to look
in the car, I thought.
One problem: the car was in the RV parking lot in Kansas City – locked – awaiting our return. This realization sent
Hubby into a mild panic. How badly would the spoiled ham stink after sitting in the car in full sun, closed up tight,
for eight days? Would the OJ bottle explode? Would we have to stuff our nostrils with Febreeze-soaked cotton balls
to be able to bear the stench?
But I remained calm. I located the RV company’s business card and determined that they were still open, so I called
and spoke to the young woman who had handled our paperwork. Thank heaven for keypad door entry!! I had only
to give the young woman our entry code and request (rather sheepishly) that she check the backseat for a bag of perishable food and get rid of it. This pained me a great deal. I hate to waste food. I never buy bottled OJ because of the
cost, but it was more convenient than taking along a pitcher to stir up frozen concentrate. The deli ham had been on
sale for a super price, and now that was a waste. OK, so it was less than $10 worth of food, but still.
That catastrophe averted, we continued with preparations for next-day departure. Hubby had been given instructions
on running the refrigerator on propane overnight to get it fully cooled before loading, a process that would take several hours. He made sure that was running properly and the refrigerator was cooling before we went to bed. The next
morning, the frig was warm. You can imagine Hubby’s distress.
It turned out that a person (who shall remain unnamed) had inadvertently turned off a crucial power switch the night
before. Said person had misunderstood Hubby’s instructions to turn off all lights, etc., so as not to run down the battery overnight. Lesson learned.
Hubby got on the phone to the RV people again. A re-boot of the power system was all that was needed. We were
delayed a couple of hours in leaving home, but no big deal.
Once we were actually on our way, things went smoothly – in the figurative sense , if not the physical. Small RVs
tend to rattle quite a bit, and the engine is noisy. But you learn to block that out after awhile and just enjoy the experience. Of course, it was not as pleasant for Hubby as for the rest of us. He did all the driving, which meant bucking
a strong head-wind all the way out and most of the way back. That was physically tiring for him, but he would have
been a total bundle of nerves if I had been in the driver’s seat. After the food and refrigerator near-fiascos, his nerves
were frayed enough.
When you think about it, our modern road trip trials would be thoroughly scoffed at by our pioneer ancestors. What?
You almost didn’t have refrigeration for your food? Try NO refrigeration, ever!! We all need a little reminder now
and then about how easy our lives are today. If we’re paying attention, the occasional minor irritations can make us
more grateful for all our modern blessings. And working through those little glitches in a three-generation team effort
is pretty cool.
I hope you all get a chance to spend some quality multi-generational time this summer. And if it’s on an RV road trip,
so much the better.
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Drive Safely!

A message from all of us at

STRIGGOW’S
SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614
2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment

Utilities Included

• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Weekends in a Small Town
Stephen Hassler

Memorial Day weekend was also Flea Market weekend in Brownville, Nebraska. I seldom buy anything at flea markets, but I like people-watching, and
mainly, friends I like to visit with are easy to find; selling pottery, running a retail
shop, or as a community volunteer. I watched the potter at his wheel and took
his photo. I plan to give the photo to the potter’s wife. I met someone who knew
someone in the windmill museum in Nebraska City. I talked to her about windmills and wildlife photography. Another friend who I thought had moved away
was at her work station in the local bookstore.
First Weekend in June
Friday evening; A warm day. A breeze makes the evening pleasant. A Robin
on the grass between my porch and the trees on the bank, feeds its little one.
I’ve seen one of the awkward-flying offspring on a nearby branch now and then
the last couple of days. It has its wings, but still needs Mama to feed it. My
sister emailed me that our uncle passed away early Friday morning. It did not
come as a surprise; he had been fighting for awhile and was ready to give up.
He was not a lot older than me. I could have been his younger brother. I didn’t
see him very often because we didn’t live close to each other, and we each
had a wife, kids, and some of the tragedies and responsibilities that often go
with having a family. The funeral is in a few days. Among the arrangements he
made was to request that family members wear something green to express
their Irish connection. Saturday; A cooler day, a good day to travel to visit my
sister. On my way home I visited a store’s fabric department and found a piece
of green silky cloth for a pocket square. Sunday; A warm, not hot day. Good for
jogging, gardening, cooking.
Second Weekend
Saturday afternoon; Mostly sunny and a good time for “Old Man River Days”
in Peru, Nebraska. The breeze and the white puffy clouds make this warm day
tolerable, and make me desire to go “driving around with the top down”, but my
old convertible is long gone. The wind from a recent thunderstorm required me
to make a minor repair to the roof over my back porch. That reminded me of a
time when I was surprised to learn that my elderly father was roofing part of his
house at an age that was either remarkable or foolish for the task. But now I‘m
at that age and I’m learning that growing old is fine, as long as one is healthy.
Just do things slower and bend more carefully. Sunday evening; Feels cooler
than ‘91’ because of the breeze. Watching youtube videos with iced tea. I’m
enjoying this Summertime.
Third Weekend
Saturday evening; Back from a day-trip to Omaha, it’s a still, warm, humid evening with fireflies in the yard and iced tea on the porch. Contemplating the coming week and layout plans for a July magazine. Sunday morning; Mostly sunny.
A warm morning for jogging, but the breeze and some cloudiness helped. Sunday evening; Some traffic on 5th Street this evening. Don’t know why. People’s
habits are hard to explain.
Fourth Weekend
Cooler, cloudier. Busy preparing ads and articles for July ‘Country Neighbor’.
Fifth Weekend
Time to publish!
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De-feathering My Nest
By Janet Sobczyk, ©2018

I’m a bird lover, so I like the idiom,
“feathering the nest.” It’s not in common usage anymore but has at least two
meanings. The obvious definition refers
to making one’s home more comfortable
or fancy. It’s easy to imagine how lining
a nest with feathers would make it softer
for hatchlings.
The other definition refers to “feathers” as money or possessions obtained in
suspicious or unethical ways. It brings to
mind blackbirds who collect shiny objects. Don’t humans do the same thing?
Most of us keep collections of some sort.
People with many interests often have
multiple collections.
Mine began with my Grandma Rose
and my mother. After Grandma’s death,
there wasn’t much to choose from as a
remembrance. Back then it wasn’t “living simply.” It was “just getting by.”
I chose her metal pin box and a thimble shaped to her finger from years of
use. Now I have dozens of thimbles and
a shelf full of small, decorative boxes.
My mother had some trio sets of
miniature bone china animals from her
youth. She saw my interest in collecting tiny thimbles and boxes, so she gave
them to me. Then I started finding trios
in antique stores and the set grew.
After Mom died, I chose the fancy
brooches from her jewelry box. Some
belonged to Grandma originally. I’ve
worn a few of them. They remind me of
the days when ladies wore pretty hats,
gloves, and brooches to church on Sunday.
Now every time I step into an antique
shop I look in the glass cases to spot
thimbles, brooches, and animal trios.
Only rarely do I purchase them. I could
find them easily online, but don’t want to
become a hoarder.
12
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The modern “simplicity movement”
urges us to live simply with fewer things
to clean and keep track of. I’m drawn to
it but can’t seem to achieve it. After all,
five people live in this house and we all
have stuff.
I’ve heard people say, almost with
pride, “I’m a minimalist.” If I’m not a
minimalist, does that make me a hoarder? Not at all. I recently read an article
by an interior designer who calls herself
a “maximalist.” The photos of her home
draw me in. The rooms are amply decorated with furniture, wall art, and whatnots, but don’t appear cluttered.
That’s the home I’ve created (plus a
bit of clutter.) I’m a successful maximalist, not a failed minimalist. Such a relief!
At some point there comes a need to
de-feather, though. It may be in a fit of
organizing and uncluttering, like with paperwork and clothing. Closets, drawers,
and file cabinets become prime targets.
However, our special collections remain
untouched. They’re valuable, right? But
what will become of them when we’re
gone?
When parents pass and the children
are left with the task of de-feathering, it’s
painful. Some families argue over who
gets what, others develop a fair system of
divvying things up.
In my parents’ case, we only had a
three-day weekend to clean out their
home. The time crunch prevented reminiscing. We sorted their possessions
quickly and drove boxes to Goodwill. We
crammed our vehicles full of practical
and cherished items, then traveled to our
homes in four different states.
Cleaning out a home that way makes
me want to de-feather for my children’s
sake. We could place an itemized list of
who gets what with our wills, but I’d
rather leave general guidelines. For example, family members could each pick

a thimble to remember me by, then sell
the rest of my extensive collection and
split any proceeds evenly. I can’t imagine
one of my kids would want thimbles taking up an entire wall in their house.
Age changes perspective. Certain
items become more cherished, while
others are easier to release. I’ve found a
sense of peace in giving away sentimental possessions to loved ones. It’s totally
different from re-gifting, in which unwanted gifts stay in original packaging to
give away next Christmas.
The key to passing along treasures
lies in explaining to the recipient why
the item is special, and why they were
chosen to receive it. For example, I gave
a porcelain vase with a delicate pink rose
pattern, received when my first daughter was born, to a dear friend when she
delivered a baby girl. The note I attached
made her cry with gratitude for our
friendship.
The flowers I’d placed in the vase for
her didn’t last long, but the pleasure of
giving it to her remains. I like to think of
it in her home, ready to hold a fistful of
wildflowers plucked by her little daughter.
Perhaps she’ll pass the vase to her
daughter someday. Perhaps it will be
given away. Or broken. It doesn’t matter
at all to me. What matters is the feeling
we shared when I gave it to her.
When my kids were younger, I’d send
anything no longer needed to the thrift
store. I pictured people buying and enjoying those things. It seemed a happier
fate for my stuff than a dumpster.
Now I take the time to decide who
might be pleased to receive certain items
or which organizations would benefit
from them. I’ll probably never become a
minimalist but giving away with intention and forethought makes my de-feathering a meaningful process.

PSC Volleyball Camp, June 2018
Peru State Volleyball Hosts Six Different Skills Camps
Many aspiring young volleyball players from around the region gained valuable instruction and training during the first week of June. Those future players participated in different clinics at Peru State under the direction of Bobcat head coach Laurie Schroeder.
Youth from Rock Port, Mo., Gretna, Auburn, Burchard, Peru, Johnson, Tarkio, Mo., Nebraska City, Shenandoah, Iowa, Falls City, Watson, Mo., College Springs, Iowa, Union,
Plattsmouth, and Tecumseh were represented in the clinics during four days the first week
of June.

Grades 1st-4th, Passing Skills

Those participating in grades 1-4 passing skills clinic Monday morning included the following (no communities listed as not all were available): Isabella Kroeger, Sophia Rohrs,
Zoie Strayer, Brilynn Strayer, Aubrey Sisco, Adelyn Sisco, Hadley Mazzulla, Brindley
Mazzulla, Addison Henry, Hailey Henry, Tess Lunzmann, Madalyn Williams, Delaney
Stahl, Payton Doty, Bailey Wennihan, Brynn Casey, Ella Swanson, Bree Wehenkel,
Lilyan Shineman, Madlyn Williams, Quinlee Sayer, Pooja Patel, and Emma Teten.
Grades 5th-8th, Passing Skills

Participating in the grades 5-8 passing clinic Monday afternoon were: Jillian Hannah,
Josie Bennett, Kassidy Stephens, Jentry Lechtenburg, Jenna Burdorf, Claire Spiegel,
Carlee Curtright, Ashlyn Welcom, Adisen Fischer, Jocelyn Olberding, Ella Matteen, and
Olivia Swanson.
Setting and attacking skills were the techniques developed on Tuesday. Participating in
the grades 1-4 morning session were: Isabella Kroeger, Sophia Rohrs, Zoie Strayer, Brilynn Strayer, Aubrey Sisco, Adelyn Sisco, Hadley Mazzulla, Brindley Mazzulla, Addison
Henry, Hailey Henry, Tess Lunzmann, Delaney Stahl, Payton Doty, Bailey Wennihan,
Brynn Casey, Ella Swanson, Bree Wehenkel, Lilyan Shineman, and Madlyn Williams.
Tuesday afternoon attendees for the 5-8 setting and attacking skills camp were: Jillian
Hannah, Josie Bennett, Kassidy Stephens, Jentry Lechtenburg, Jenna Burdorf, Claire
Spiegel, Carlee Curtright, Ashlyn Welcom, Adisen Fischer, Jocelyn Olberding, Pooja
Patel, and Emma Teten.
There were three girls who participated in the high school passing and serving clinic on
Wednesday and they received lots of repetitions and practice time. Those attending were
Cheyenne Sunderman, Asya Andrew, and Dilan Perry.

Grades 1st-4th, Set & Attack Skills

Grades 5th-8th, Set & Attack Skills

Sunderman and Andrew were joined on Thursday by Kaitie Serkiz and Danielle Janssen
for the high school setting and attacking clinic.

High School
Passing Skills

In addition to the instruction by Coach Schroeder and members of her Bobcat volleyball
team, all participants received a camp T-shirt. Coach Schroeder was definitely pleased
with the turnout by the younger girls. Schroeder knew, too, that there were a number
of high school clinics already going on, but will look to increase those numbers in the
future.
The Peru State volleyball team will open its 2018 schedule on the road with a trip to
Fremont on August 22 to face Midland at 7 p.m. The Bobcats’ first home game will be on
September 11 when they open the Heart of America Athletic Conference portion of their
season with a match against Grand View at 7 p.m.
July 2018
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PSC Basketball Camp, June 2018
Peru State Women’s Basketball Host
Girls’ Basketball Camp
Area youth basketball players from
around the region gained excellent training
and instruction during the recent Peru State
girls’ basketball camp. Bobcat women’s basketball head coach Joan Albury, along with
former player Maddie McPhillips (Omaha),
conducted the camp.
2018 Camp Participants
Youth from Rock Port, Mo., Johnson, and
College Springs, Iowa, took part in the four
and one-half day camp which focused on
all development skills important and necessary for success in basketball. Each camper
received a T-shirt and a basketball as part of
the camp.
Throughout the week, several contests
were held and the winners were announced
at the end of the camp Friday morning. The
winners in the different events were:
Knock-out champions: 3rd-5th – Daley
Free throw Champions
Pelican – Johnson and 6th-9th – Halle Ras3rd-5th Ella Meyerkorth, Rock Port, MO
mussen – Johnson.
6th-9th Rasmussen, Johnson
Free throw champions: 3rd-5th – Ella
Meyerkorth – Rock Port, Mo., and 6th-9th –
Rasmussen.
Three-on-three champions: Chanda Sunderman – College Springs, Iowa; Cheyenne
Sunderman – College Springs, Iowa; and
Rasmussen.
Two-on-Two champion: Pelican.
Three-point daily competitions champions: 3rd-5th – Pelican and Ella Meyerkorth.
6th-9th – Abby Hodges – Johnson, Chanda
Two-on-Two Champion
Sunderman, and Rasmussen.
Daley Pelican, Johnson
Knowing the College did not host a camp
last summer, Coach Albury was pleased with
the attendance and will look forward to a better attendance in 2019. As part of the camp,
Albury did share some information on the
NAIA’s Champions of Character program and
its five core values.
The Peru State women’s basketball team
will open its 2018-19 schedule on the road
in a tough tournament hosted by Concordia
University in Seward on Nov. 2. The Bobcats
Three-point Daily Champions, 6th-9th
will open against the tourney hosts at 6 p.m.
Chanda
Sunderman, College Springs, Iowa
On Nov. 6, the ‘Cats will host their first home
Abby Hodges, Johnson
game against York at 6 p.m.
Halle Rasmussen, Johnson
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Knock-out Champions:
3rd-5th Daley Pelican, Johnson.
6th-9th Halle Rasmussen, Johnson.

Three-on-Three Champions, 3rd-5th
Chanda Sunderman, College Springs, Iowa
Cheyenne Sunderman, College Springs, Iowa
Halle Rasmussen, Johnson

Three-point Daily Champions, 3rd-5th
Ella Meyerkorth, Rock Port, MO
Daley Pelican, Johnson

Nebraska Artist Jay Tschetter sculpts
Murals for Peru State College
June saw the completion of the new brick sculpture mural on the western facade of the College Theatre. The College Theatre and event space is being
renovated into a performing arts center.
The work was completed by Jay Tschetter of
Images in Bricks. Tschetter’s work includes the Iron
Horse Legacy Mural in the Haymarket District of
Lincoln, Nebraska, and the Imagination mural at
Shenandoah Public Library in Shenandoah, Iowa.
Tschetter writes, “I am honored that we were
chosen to do the artwork for the theatre building,
am pleased with the results and how it fits into the
building and that the themes represent the history.
I am excited to come back down there to see the
murals once the scaffolding is removed and the sun
is shining on it.”
Images in Brick’s foundation was laid in 1987
when Tschetter first saw a photo of a brick sculpture
in an Endicott Brick brochure, and started imagining

the wide world of possibilities inherent in the medium of brick. As a journeyman mason with many
years experience in the field, and also being an accomplished part time artist in Nebraska, he realized
this was the perfect marriage of the two separate
disciplines.
Endicott Clay Products began in 1920 in Jefferson County Nebraska. The area is rich in clay that
yields a variety of authentic iron spot colors (dark
spots caused by the presence of iron salts) and is of
excellent quality for bricks and sculpting.

Peru State to provide Scholarships to
Ariens’ Employees and their Families

Peru State and World-Herald
History Book wins National Award

Following the announcement that Ariens
Company would be closing its Auburn, Nebraska location, Peru State College will offer a
one-year scholarship to Ariens employees, their
spouses, children and dependents. The one-year
scholarship is for 67% of the cost of tuition and
is the equivalent of the tuition waiver offered to
the families of College employees.
Dr. Dan Hanson, president of Peru State,
said, “Our partnership with southeast Nebraska
is an important aspect of the College’s mission.
Working with Ariens employees and their families is one more way to engage with the communities that have supported Peru State College.”
Hanson continues, “For 150 years, the College
has been helping students find their way forward. The College has academic programs and
professional staff dedicated to working with
students.”
Dr. Jesse Dorman, vice president of enrollment management and student affairs, adds,
“We are happy to support Ariens employees and
their families. This scholarship will be available to both returning and new college students
alike.”
Peru State College enjoys national recognition for its affordability. 13 majors with more
than 40 options available.
The College also offers a seamless transfer
for students returning to school and a special
degree, the Bachelors of Applied Science, for
students with vocational degrees.

WASHINGTON, DC —The Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE)
announced the winners of its 2018 Circle of
Excellence awards. Nebraska’s First College:
Shaping the Future since 1867, a history of Peru
State College’s 150 years, won the gold award
in its category. More than 3,700 institutions of
higher education are members of CASE.
Nebraska’s First College was created in collaboration with the Omaha World-Herald and
Dan Sullivan. Sullivan was the author of the
book and Christine Zueck-Watkins served as the
designer.
Sullivan writes, “I am thrilled that the Council for Advancement and Support of Education
chose to honor Nebraska’s First College: Shaping the Future Since 1867.”
“The award is a tribute to the rich history
of Peru State College. It was an easy story to
tell: from the vision and determination of the
school’s founders in 1867, all the way to Peru
State College today, as it shapes the leaders of
tomorrow.”
The book blurb reads, “Peru State College
celebrates its 150th year in 2017. The Nebraska
school’s history is a rich tapestry of innovation,
endurance, community service and pursuit of
educational excellence. Celebrate the sesquicentennial with a look back through the remarkable
story that began with a vision on a hilltop in
Peru.”
Purchase book at www.peru.edu/150

Netzer to Publish on how
Nanotechnology can detect
Water Contaminant
Dr. Nathan Netzer has co-authored a scientific paper, “Multiplexed Analysis of Molecular
and Elemental Ions Using Nanowire Transistor
Sensors,” published in the Elsevier Journal of
Sensors and Actuators B: Chemical. The paper
is about the testing of a unique sensor that uses
nanotechnology to sense chemicals.
Netzer is an Assistant Professor of Chemistry
at Peru State College. His research focuses on
nanotechnology. The prefix nano- indicates extreme smallness and a nanometer lives up to this
definition, being equal to .000000001 meters.
“Chop a meter stick into a billion pieces and
each piece is a nanometer,” Netzer explained,
“A nano is a small and specific size, so nanotechnology is using materials at the nano scale.”
The article focuses on proving the reliability
of the sensor. Control experiments resulted in a
stable and reproducible results. Subsequent tests
in river water further showed the efficacy of the
sensor.
The other collaborators on the project include Zhenquiang Wang of the University of
South Dakota, Xi Chen, Qitao Hu, Si Chen,
Shi-Li Zhang, and Zhen Zhang all of Uppsala
University in Sweden.
Dr. Netzer’s paper will be released in October of 2018.
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TRANSFER PLUS SCHOLARSHIP
◆ $500 Tuition Scholarship
◆ Available for full-time
Undergraduate students
The Transfer Plus Scholarship is
for students transferring in from
any community college with a 2.5
cumulative GPA and a minimum of
24 credit hours. Student must be
enrolled full time and scholarship is
renewable for up to 4 consecutive
semesters maintaining a 2.5
cumulative GPA.

LEARN MORE AT

PERU.EDU/TRANSFER
Nebraska’s First College • Established in 1867 • Peru, Nebraska • 1-800-742-4412
Member, Nebraska State College System
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission since 1915
Accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Stop in and have your fill of

The Grand Italian Buffet!

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
Good Through August 31, 2018

Another Great Favorite!

Country Style

Fried Chicken!!

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE68410

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon

Always Fresh, Never Frozen
With Sides of Corn, Biscuits,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
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Pure Raw Honey
&

Bee Pollen
402-274-3725

Auburn, Nebraska
We Can Ship Any Amount

