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DUTCH PANTRY
BULK FOODS

‘Great Savings When You Buy In Bulk’
• Deli
• Coffee Shop
• Homemade Bakery
• Farmers Market Sat. 8:30 - Noon
Vendors Welcome
Nevin Miller, Owner 402-274-1102

2402 J St., Auburn, Nebraska

U-SAVE PHARMACY

THE CLEANERS

• Same-Day Prescription Mail-Out Service
• Everyday Low Prices!
• Free Delivery Service In Auburn
• Convenient Drive-Thru Window
• We Accept Most Insurance Plans
• We Accept All Major Credit Cards

402-274-3213

10% OFF During July!
Professional Dry Cleaning
Excluding

• Alterations
• Leather
• Wedding Dresses
THIS OFFER EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2012

Serving Auburn and Southeast Nebraska
809 Central Ave, Auburn, Nebraska

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394
2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305

$7900

$14,700

2006 Dodge Ram 1500 4x4
$4650

2003 Isuzu Rodeo

’98 F250 Power Stroke 4x4 Super Crew
$9,650

$11,100

2007 Ford Fusion...New Tires
$10,300

2009 Chev HHR

2006 Jeep Liberty 4x4

814 Central Ave. Auburn, Nebraska 68305
402-274-2277
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Not Pictured
2007 Merc Mountaineer Low Miles! ....$20,300
1998 Park Avenue Loaded................4295
2007 Chev Uplander ..........................7900
2002 Chev Silverado 4WD Quad Cab....7250
1989 Lincoln Limousine ..........................3990
2000 Olds Intrigue .............................3200
2009 Chev Silverado 4x4 ....................31,550
1999 Chev Suburban .............................6850
2003 Dodge Caravan .........................5600

I’m turning 65, now is the time to buy
Medicare Supplement Insurance

COVER PHOTO
Stephen Hassler

Mary Ann Holland, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Educator

I never thought of a river tugboat as being photogenic
until I happened upon this scene in mid June. It made me
wonder about “life on the river”, or work on the river. If
Mark Twain were alive and could look upon today’s river
traffic, I expect he would experience the same boyhood
longing as he wrote about in his Sawyer and Finn novels.
I felt a little of it too.

Wildlife Photo Show
Stephen Hassler

Some of my best ‘Country Neighbor’ photos are on display through July in the Lyceum Restaurant in Brownville,
Nebraska. Featured items include photos of Bald Eagles,
Snow Geese, Cardinals, barns, Scotts Bluff National
Monument, Nebraska City’s Arbor Lodge, some
Brownville scenes, and my award winning photo taken of
Sandhill Cranes near Kearney, Nebraska.
The Lycem Restaurant is open Wednesday through Sunday from 11:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. Framed photographs
are for sale of just for your viewing pleasure.

Where to Find

Your Country Neighbor
Your Country Neighbor is hand-delivered to grocery
stores, pharmacies, hardware stores, restaurants,
cafes, and businesses which advertise in this publication. Your Country Neighbor is hand-delivered to
the following cities and villages in our “four corners”
area. In Kansas; Hiawatha and Sabetha. In Missouri; Rock Port. In Nebraska; Auburn, Brownville,
Cook, Falls City, Humboldt, Johnson, Nebraska City,
Nemaha, Peru, Syracuse, and Tecumseh.
Past issues of Your Country Neighbor and more
rural photos are on-line at:
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Purchasing a Medigap policy as we turn 65 and age into Medicare is
one of the big decisions we make. Original Medicare pays for many,
but not all, health care services and supplies. Medicare, as your health
insurance provider, pays for 80% of the cost of covered services, once
deductibles have been met. You are responsible for not only the deductible amounts for both hospital and medical services, but also coinsurance and co-payments for health care services you receive.
Medicare Supplement insurance policies, or Medigap policies,
are sold by private insurance companies. They are designed to pay
deductibles, co-payments and coinsurance amounts, and generally fill
in the ‘gaps’ for payment of Medicare coverage. They are standardized policies and must follow both federal and state guidelines. You
pay the private insurance company a monthly premium for your Medicare Supplement plan, in addition to the Medicare Part B premium you
pay to Medicare. In 2012, the Medicare Part B premium is $99.90.
Most people pay no premium for Medicare Part A because their earnings were taxed while they were working which paid the Part A premium for the remainder of their lifetime.
All standardized Medigap policies must offer the same basic
benefits, no matter which insurance company sells it. The decision to
choose a specific plan option is made because of the additional benefits offered. The ten standardized Medigap plan options are designated by letters “A, B, C, D, F, G, K, L, M, and N.” Plan F also offers
a high-deductible option. Each lettered plan option has unique coverage. Learn more about Medicare Supplement Insurance by visiting the
Nebraska SHIIP [Senior Health Insurance Information Program] of the
Nebraska Department of Insurance website at: www.doi.ne.gov/shiip;
or by visiting Medicare’s website: www.medicare.gov
When deciding which plan option to purchase, take into consideration your individual needs, both now and what you project for the
future, in order to determine the insurance product that will work best.
Cost is usually the only difference between Medicare Supplement
plans with the same letter sold by different insurance providers. It
pays to compare premium prices between companies offering the same
plans because the coverage will be the same.
Medicare supplement plans, just like Original Medicare, do not
cover long-term care, vision, dental, hearing aids, eyeglasses, and
private-duty nursing. Medicare supplement plans cover only the individual; there is no family coverage. You must have both Medicare
Parts A and B in order to buy a Medigap policy.
Medicare supplement policies are guaranteed renewable even if
you have health problems. The insurance company cannot cancel your
Medigap policy as long as you pay the premium. The best time to buy
Continued on page 7 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Poetry by Devon Adams
DUSTY MINDS
RAIN WIND
Soil sucked dry
rises into dusty clouds
that sweep the fields.
The sun breathes fire
until thermometers boil.
Then a swirl of moisture
from the sweaty southern
gulf creeps up the middle
of the continent and meets
a feisty cold front fresh from
the ragged mountains that
thrust their shadows over
the baking plains. The
fight that follows is loud
and violent, but the air
fills with the sweet smell
of rain on the wind, and
nothing else matters.
PAINTED PORCHES
There are white flakes
falling on the porch
from the old paint on
the damp walls.
Water has seeped
through the roof and
warped the boards and
invited bugs to move in.
Squeaks and groans
are the only sounds,
as wind and weight and
time conspire to twist the
structure into arthritic and
painful angles that only get
worse as the shadows of
the days follow the sun on
it’s endless journey.
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She is a tiny woman,
made mostly of bone,
like the frame of a bird.
Her flowers need water
and it is time for lunch,
but the shimmer of a wing
flying through the roses
outside the window catches
her eye. She pauses to watch
as it flies to the old cherry tree
that she planted as a seedling,
when time was forever and
only tomorrow mattered.
And now, she remembers
yesterday and forgets today.

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
8"x10" $30 (Mat size is 8"x10" and image size is 5"x7")
11"x14" $45 (Mat size is 11"x14" and image size is 8"x10")

ORANGE MISSLE
He is an army of one.
The notes of his melody
echo from all around the
field, like gun shots fired
from multiple soldiers. He
hides in dancing shadows.
Then the orange blaze
blasts out of the trees and
swoops at warp speed into
another wall of camouflage.

EMPTY SPACES
The house is lonesome
for the furniture that lived
inside it’s walls so long.
Empty echoes bounce
through bare rooms
that seem larger
than they used to be.
Lightened spaces mark
the pictures in rooms
stripped of their souls.
Only the ghosts walk
here, but they don’t care,
because they live on
inside the memories of
all the days gone by.

Your Country Neighbor

16"x20" $75 (Mat size is 16"x20" and image size is 11"x14")
WATERCOLOR PORTRAITS ALSO AVAILABLE
WEB SITE: BuckSkinz.com
402-209-9377
E-MAIL: buckskinz@windstream.net

ALL DAY LONG
If you stand still,
and stop your mind
from running so fast,
you may realize that
we are always in
the middle of time.
We are caught between
exhaling and inhaling,
remembering yesterday
and anticipating tomorrow.
The days come in fractions
of shimmering seconds,
that flutter across the pages
of a calendar that is nothing
more than abstract lines
and words, like a fragile net
holding a delicate butterfly.

GROWING POLE BEANS

Where Life Is Good

Shirley Neddenriep

Marilyn Woerth

I always read the gardening articles written by Master Gardener Paul
Fish with eagerness. He made an interesting comment about rain in his
story of water usage. ‘Generally rainfall is almost always overhead
watering.’ Then he asks why plants do so well with rain but droop when
they are sprinkled with water. He admits that not even the experts know
the answer to this one. Here is a summary of my most recent three
years of experience growing pole beans with overhead watering and/or
sprinkling.
On Mother’s Day my son planted Blue Lake Pole beans in a row that
had a little moisture in the bottom of the furrow he’d dug. After 10 days,
then 2 weeks and no sign of life, I sprinkled that lifeless bean row,
soaking it soggy. Still no beans. The soil dried and I soaked it a second
time. Nothing.
Came May 30 and a .60" rain. A few days later tiny bean sprouts
peaked through. I don’t know if that rain brought them up, if they had
germinated below soil level after being watered, or, if I was too eager to
see growth.
They are planted next to a trellis of cattle panel mounted against the
west cement wall of an empty hog building. Their expected growth is 5
to 6 feet.
Two years ago I planted pole beans in the same location. That variety
of bean was expected to mature at 10 feet. I lashed lathe onto the
panels for additional climbing space, but still those bean tendrils
reached upward. That experiment failed. I learned that beans won’t
bear until they have reached maturity.
Last year I again planted the same variety (to use the second half of the
package of bean seed.) However, I trained the vines to grow laterally so
they were fooled into reaching their full 10 feet of growth, sideways
along the panels instead of upward into thin air. They matured and
yielded a great harvest of bunches of long, slender green beans. I am
hoping for a harvest like that this year and I am certain it will happen
with a little sprinkling of water to supplement sparse rainfall.
Growing beans is a versatile project. Elementary teachers use this tool
for scientific learning. Children want instant gratification and in the usual
slow process of growing plants in a garden, the bean is the quickest
route to success.
I remember having planted a bean seed close to the inside of a glass
jar half-filled with dirt. It seems to have been with other Second graders
at Brock Consolidated School. After faithfully watering and staring at the
row of jars for a week or so, sure as the sun rises, that bean seed sent
out a green shoot.
I don’t remember the fate of the little green plants. The intent was for
them to be carefully brought home on the school bus to be transplanted
into the family garden. I expect our instructor had to find a way to dispose of 18 jars of dirt and immature plants.

Around our three acres, we try very hard to be respectful of the
wildlife. We only wish that the wildlife had a little more
respect for us.
If you ever see an indigo bunting you will be amazed by its
color. As it darts through the landscape it looks like a shimmering streak of blue (the male version). And boy, can that
bird sing, from dawn to dusk. (Song birds are protected.)
Indigo’s are small about the size of a sparrow. And generally, a
solitary bird except when they form flocks when migrating.
There is one especially beautiful indigo bunting, that I would
like to, well, let’s just say that I am a bit peeved with the little
beauty. You know, like that cute, smart, red head, in high
school that t spilled a can of pop on your best penny loafers,
peeved.
One day after work, husband is not getting out his truck, so I
stop my weeding to see what’s up. I see a dart of blue and
smile. Steve asked me if I had just seen what was happening.
After my dumb look, he enlightens me. The indigo was fighting with itself in his side mirror of the pickup, not just one side
but both sides. And not only was he trying to knock himself
out, he was also leaving a calling card all over both front doors.
With a chuckle my husband pointed to my car. Hmm, explains
the cat prints on my windshield.
(LONG SILENCE) It’s the weekend and I have to go out of
town to take my mother to her grandson’s graduation party. So
as a dutiful daughter I take my car and give it one of the better
($7) car washes. And life is good. After finishing my duties I
take the three hour drive home, and then dive into bed.
Sunday, morning bright and early we go out to the car to head
for church. Hmm, what’s that on my shiny, clean car? Okay,
now, it’s war, but not yet, going to church and song birds are
protected.
Throughout the day, I chased that nasty, blue delinquent away.
Then it hits me, take away his opponent and he will leave my
car alone. Plastic grocery bags were pulled out and tied across
the mirrors. And they worked. It’s a bit of a pain to put them
on and take them off but they work. Dust is the only thing seen
on my car now.
Then I forget to put the bags back on, one late night. Oh, I see
you are having mulberries for breakfast, good for you (bad for
me). Oh, you must have eaten a lot of them berries. Bags back
on mirrors, husband’s truck looks as bad as my car, he’s not
taking the time with the bags, and it’s a pickup. My side
mirrors look like they have been crying purple tears. I yell at
the culprit, “You are very rude, I don’t like you.” He flies to
the top of the tree and sings, I take it as jeering.
So living where life is good, is sometimes challenged by
disobedient wildlife, but they are after all WILD life, and really
I do love the songs he sings. Trying hard to reconcile myself
with losing this battle, I still maintain that life is good, when I
can wake up to the most beautiful of all bird songs.
July 2012
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

Raise your hand if you have a bundle of mystery keys in a drawer somewhere.

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

(402) 274-5512

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

Might I suggest that those of you who didn’t raise your hands have either forgotten that
you have such a bundle, or you are way too zealous about throwing out things that appear
to have no practical value.
In examining my own collection of keys, I find that I have one bearing the I.D. of an
organization I used to work for. I guess the key itself is not a mystery, but why I still have
it is. I’m pretty sure the organization has relocated, but I suppose I should try to return that
key to the building owner. Perhaps by now they’ve replaced the locks and the key is truly
of no practical value. So why do I still have it? Why don’t I just remove the tag and throw
the key away?

Certified Public Accountant

Probably for the same reason that I have a ring with two skeleton keys and a couple of
smaller keys that I’m pretty sure fit the interior doors and built-in cabinets of a house we
used to live in. I should give those to the current owners. I’m certainly never going to use
them. Yet, I don’t want to part with them. Aside from photos, those keys are pretty much
the only physical souvenir we have of the house where our children came of age.

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

Then there are several other rings holding keys with numbers stamped on them. Could
those numbers identify long-forgotten lock boxes? What treasures might be languishing
there?

PEGGY KUSER
pkuse@windstream.net

(402) 274-5106

Fax: (402) 274-2580

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

-For All Your Family
Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

ATTENTION:
50% OFF
STOREWIDE!
Expires July 31, 2012

Neighborhood Closet’s Location is

911 Central Ave. in Auburn
Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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There are a few keys that look like they’d fit those tiny padlocks that come with diaries.
You know, the kind that young girls pour all their angst and dreams into. I used to have
one of those. Whatever became of it?
I guess what I’m trying to say is that mystery makes life interesting. And mystery keys can
be the source of some revealing conversations.
A couple of weeks ago, an unidentified, but obviously new, key turned up in the washing
machine. At first I assumed it fit our house doors. I didn’t bother to check it out; just laid
the key on the kitchen counter and went about my business. Unbeknownst to me, my
husband recognized the key and picked it up. A week later, I found the key in the washing
machine again. Hmmmm.
That time, I showed the key to my husband and asked if he knew what it was for. He
claimed to have no clue, but he pointed out that it didn’t fit the house doors, so we obviously had no need to keep it. “Just throw it away,” he said. Just throw it away? Had he no
curiosity about how it got into the washing machine twice?
Not only was he not interested in the key’s unexplained presence, but he just assumed that
it was somehow my doing. “You can’t remember anything lately,” he pronounced, so it
wasn’t surprising, he said, that I didn’t recall where I had acquired that key.
Right about then, I did remember something. “Hey, is this the key to the day care center?”
I asked. Well, it didn’t take more than a couple of seconds for hubby to realize the incriminating circumstance he now found himself in.
He had borrowed that key to gain access to a building that our congregation is preparing
to use as a day care center. We were doing some work on cabinets in the building and
needed to get in on a Sunday afternoon. The key first appeared in the laundry when it fell
out of hubby’s pants pocket after working at the day care. When he picked it up off the
kitchen counter, where I had placed it, he put it in his Sunday pants’ pocket, intending to
return it to the person who loaned it to him. But, he forgot to return it, so the key stayed in
his pants pocket and ended up in the laundry a second time.
Well, well, well, Mr. I’m-Not-the-Forgetful-One, what do you have to say for yourself
now?

<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Medicare, continued from page 3

a Medigap policy is during your open enrollment period which
is the month your Medicare Part B becomes effective and the
following consecutive five months. This is also called your
‘guaranteed right of issue,’ meaning no company can refuse
you any policy it sells. You may want to begin comparison
shopping for your Medicare supplement insurance a few
months before turning 65 to avoid being pressed into making a
decision.
As you approach your 65th birthday, consider your Medicare health insurance options and make decisions carefully
since you will want your new health care coverage to begin
when you age into Medicare at 65, or leave an employer group
plan. You will also need to enroll in a prescription drug plan—
Medicare Part D—in order to have total Medicare coverage.
Not having insurance, or facing late enrollment penalties
because you did not sign up for Medicare Part B when you
were first eligible, could be a costly mistake. The transition
from ‘no insurance’ or ‘employer coverage’ into Medicare can
be a smooth transition with proper planning.
This article was written by Mary Ann Holland, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Educator and Trained
SHIIP Professional. She can be reached at the Cass County
Extension office at 402-267-2205, or by e-mail:
mholland1@unl.edu. You can also contact the Nebraska SHIIP
at 1-800-234-7119, to answer Medicare questions.
Resources used for this article include: Medicare & You
2012 handbook, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services;
Medicare Supplemental Insurance: Getting Started, brochure,
CMS Publication No. 11575, Sept. 2011; and, 2012 Nebraska’s
Comparison Guide for Medicare Supplement Insurance, Nebraska SHIIP, Nebraska Department of Insurance.

This July 4th and
Every Day

Drive Safely!
A Holiday Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
In Auburn

All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614
2000 N Street
Auburn, Nebraska

Nebraska’s Oldest Health Food Store
In Nebraska’s Oldest Town

Various Dried Fruit
Nuts
Bulk Spices
Chokeberries, Gummies, and Juice
(Exotic term for Chokeberry is Aronia)

Processor & Distributor of
Organic Foods

(402) 297-1521
116 Main Street
Brownville, NE 68321

Mon through Sat 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.BrownvilleMills.com
July 2012
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Sitting Pr
Preetty Book SSttor
oree
Every Home Needs Books
And A Painted Chair!

July Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed - Sat 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sun 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays
Open Mon. on Holiday Weekends

• Garden Art by Jan
• Jewelry
• Repurposed Books & More
On Main Street in Brownville, Nebraska

WRC FRIDAY NIGHTS!
2nd Through 4th Fridays
During July

LACROSSE
33% OFF!
Up to 12 Bottles!

Hurry, Expires July 31, 2012

(402) 825-4601
www.whiskeyruncreek.com

Coupon

Coupon

Performances 7:30-9:30 - $5 Cover Charge

402-274-3104

WRC Friday Nights!
Reserve the ‘Loft’ for your meeting or
celebration. Catering can be provided.
Call 402-825-4601

WINE DISCOUNTS
3 Bottles
6 Bottles
12 Bottles
2 Cases

10%
15%
20%
30%

702 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Brownville Mills
Processor & Distributor of
Organic Foods
Open Mon - Sat 9:00 to 5:00

Nebraska’s Oldest Health Food Store in
Nebraska’s Oldest Town
Main Street in Brownville
(402) 297-1521
www.BrownvilleMills.com
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Andrea Mellage, Sales...274-8557
Mark Rippe, Assc. Broker..274-8150
Leslie Justus, Sales......414-2628
Carla Mason, Broker...274-1817

Whether it's buying, selling
or looking for a place to
build, let The American
Dream Real Estate Company
be your first choice.

OFFICE...274-4410

1513 25th

ALMOST NEW CONDO

1513 25th Street

1618 17th Street

3 bedroom, 1 bath, laundry room off
kitchen, nicely decorated and all on
one level, carport.

INVESTMENT PROPERTY

2021 M Street

PERU LISTING

420 5th Street, Peru

Located in Seasons V Condo Assc. No
Steps! 2 bdrm, 2 bath, great patio off liv
rm, heated & cooled 2-car garage!

2 bedroom, 1 bath, eat-in kitchen, walkin closets, large living/dining room, enclosed back porch.

2 bedroom, 1 bath, large remodled
kitchen, large living room, plenty of
off-street parking.

HUMBOLDT

VERDON

MANY EXTRAS

VICTORIAN BEAUTY

119 South Nemaha Street

64631 711 Road

3 bedroom, 2 bath, large eat-in
kitchen. Master bdrm/walk-in closet,
awsome sunroom, appliances stay.

Secluded 15 acres with 4 bedrooms, 1
3/4 baths, 3-season porch. Large family room in lower level. Wood stove.

1709 O Street
2 bedroom, 1 bath, vinyl siding, fenced
backyard, newer (6-yr old) roof, appliance stay, oversized 1-car garage.

815 15th Street
5 bedroom, 1 bath, open staricase, oak
manteled fireplace, formal dining rm,
full finished basement,large garage.

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com
820 Central Avenue
Auburn, Nebraska 68305
Bumblebee on Roadside Clover

American Painted Lady on Roadside Clover

July 2012
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The Face of Drought
by Karen Ott

June 1, 2012

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
7th & Oregon Streets
Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment

Utilities Included

• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Didier Family Prsent for Cabin Dedication in Brownville

Looking North from H-136 at H-67 after
a summer thunderstorm.
10

July 2012

Your Country Neighbor

A newfangled computer, scads of
cute, but unfamiliar icons,
enough techie verbiage to choke
a horse, and a graphics program
better suited to someone half my
age…what in heaven’s name
have I gotten myself into?
My oldest son says the purchase
of all this newfangled ‘stuff’ ensures I’m “ up-to date”, that I’ll be
able to run faster, jump higher,
and do just about everything
better on this fancy schmancy
machine…but I’ve heard the
same sort of nonsense about ‘
high efficiency’ washing machines….. and all mine does is
make our clothes smell sour if I
don’t pull them from the tub three
seconds after the spin cycle is
complete.
New isn’t necessarily
better..…just more expensive.
Our area has gone from abnormally dry to moderate drought on
the US. drought monitor map,
but of course that’s just a formality. No one can remember a year
when every crop… sugar beets,
corn, and beans have needed
irrigating up; even during the
toughest years of the drought
enough spring rain fell to get the
crop going. We’ve had just over
a quarter of an inch in the last
four months….and not all at one
time.

The physically demanding, and
psychologically discouraging,
process of furrow irrigation in
fields with light crop residue is
challenging , but doable…. in notill fields it’s nearly impossible
while the plants are still small.
Pivot technology made no-till
farming a viable option in this
area, but not all fields can be
pivot irrigated and all the men
can do is watch their corn
blacken and die because they
can’t push water through all the
‘trash’.
One frustrated farmer, a newcomer from Colorado, said in all
sincerity “I’m not tough enough to
farm in Nebraska.”
The most uttered sentence in the
western panhandle is, “I wish it
would rain.”
As Always,

Karen

June 8, 2012
On those rare occasions I visit “The
City” I find myself assailed by smells;
cooking grease, smog, car exhaust,
the ‘great unwashed’ and even the
scent of unfamiliar trees and flowers
overwhelms my rural sensibilities . The
smell of Magnolia blossoms has literally chased me to the other side of the
street, and walking past an especially
odoriferous ‘gin joint’ can nearly give
me a case of ‘the vapors.’

Continued on page 11 >>>>

<<<< Karen, Continued from page 10
And don’t even get me started about those department store employees who spritz every female
passer-by with the latest perfume…..fragrances
which (in my case) usually induce a ferocious allergy
attack.
At home, here in farm country, the smell of freshly
turned dirt makes my heart go pitter-pat, and nothing
is as pleasing to the senses as a freshly cut field of
alfalfa…unless it’s the scent of rain…the real stuff,
not Glade’s smell-in-a-bottle used to cover up the
odor of indoor pets….or an untidy house.
On Wednesday evening the sweet, life-giving smell
of rain came riding the east wind. A few moments
later the heavens opened and it began to rain, marvelously slow and steady. The home place received
nearly an inch…the other farms half that.
We breathed a prayer of thanks and the land rejoiced.

Melinda D. Clarke, CPA
Tammy Westhart, Accountant
Combined: 18+ years experience
Services offered:
•Income Tax (Individual, Business, Corporate, Non-Profit)
•Financial Statements
•Business Planning
•Payroll (including direct deposit) & Bookkeeping (services tailored to your needs!)
Areas of personal experience we bring to our business:
•Entrepreneurship
•Non-Profit
•Governmental
•Electrical
•Refrigeration

•Agriculture
•Restaurant
•Military
•Construction
•Railroad & Transportation

Phone (402) 274-3342 • Fax (402) 274-3362 • E-mail silvermdc@alltel.net
1415 19th Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Hallelujah! It has rained.
As Always,

Karen

“Patriotic Barn” in Northwest Missouri, submitted by Carol Carpenter
July 2012
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To the High Country...
Time…time…time. It’s ticking
away.
We’re all getting older—and closer
to the grave. It’s something we’d
like to ignore, but every once in a
while we come face to face with
eternal things…and our own
mortality.

a Park…it was a nature habitat.
There were lots of little creatures—
birds, squirrels, ducks, and
chipmunks…Lots of lovely trees
and pools and a burbling creek.
The trails and wooden footbridges
everywhere created an air of
wonder and adventure waiting
around the next bend.

I myself am turning 50, which is
well into the “Middle Ages,” but
not yet to the “Golden Years.” A
rather scary place to be…The
monumental half-century mark!
What was I going to do on this
birthday to make it worth remembering?

“Years ago,” Michael said, “my
grandmother was the Curator of
this Park—the overseer of all the
shrubs and flowers and greenery
planted here. Grandma was a
renowned botanist and author, you
know…Well-respected on the West
Coast.”

My husband settled that question
for me on the morning of my
birthday. “Get ready,” he said,
“We’re going on a road-trip…a
Mystery Tour to the High Country.”

Ah. Now I understood why this
place was so important to him.

Although Michael didn’t blindfold
me, he may as well have. I was
mystified. I had no idea where we
would end up.
The sun was bright and the sky was
cloudless—a perfect day for a roadtrip. We meandered through the
historic mountain villages of
NorCal, and then went on into
Oregon, stopping to sample from
the fruit trees that grew along the
way. Apples. Pears. Plums.
At last toward evening, my husband pulled to a stop in the mountain community of Ashland, Oregon—a wealthy college town
known for its culture and
Shakespearean Festivals. “Look!
This is Lithia Park,” he said, and by
his tone, I knew it was very important to him. “Now,” he said.
“We’ll get out and walk.”

I wandered the shady pathways
beside my husband—the Grandson
of the famous botanist/curator/
author. I marveled at it all, reveling
in the beauty around me. The trails
wove in and out for well over a
mile. We worked our way higher
and higher up the canyon as the sun
sank low in the west.
Soon, my legs grew weary, but I
dared not stop. Michael was still
urging me onward. At last, we
rounded a bend and there in the
gathering dusk was a remarkable
sight.
It appeared to be a cemetery full of
tall, narrow gravestones. On closer
inspection, it turned out to be the
haven of a most patient RockStacker. Years ago, a renowned
artist had spent endless hours
stacking rock upon rock. Perfectly
balanced, the stones formed delicate spires—rising high into the
air—some of them towering over
our heads.

I looked around me. It wasn’t just
12
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It was like a miniature
“Stonehenge,” but much more
fragile and beautiful. I gazed about
me awestruck.

Unafraid. In perfect harmony with
all of Creation.

What a strange paradox…To see a
garden, not made of living foliage
or lovely blossoms, but created
from the most humble objects on
earth. Stones. Smooth, flat
stones…unremarkable in themselves, yet unique in their towering
sculptures. A garden wrought from
countless hours of painstaking
patience.

The heavenly scene was also
reflected in the bright glow of
windows high above us on the
canyon wall.
Mansions...Multimillion-dollar
palaces were perched there, halfhidden by the trees. Through the
lighted windows, we could see the
glimmer of wealth. Sparkling
chandeliers and elaborate wall
hangings. Golden fixtures and
bejeweled artifacts.

How many times these same spires
must have toppled before they
attained their elegant stance!

It was like glimpsing Heaven from
afar. “My mansion in Heaven will
be that beautiful,” I whispered.

All it would take was one deranged
vandal to make shambles of this
place in a matter of moments, and
yet these towering stones had been
this way for years…A hushed
sanctuary that instilled respect in
all who passed by.

“Oh no!” my husband said. “It will
be much finer!” I could only sigh
with contentment.

I’d never seen anything like it.
We stood in the twilight, transfixed,
gazing at the fragile little garden.
Then silently, my husband and I
turned to go.
It was nearly dark now, but by the
light of the old-fashioned park
lamps, we could see shadowy
shapes moving about us. Deer
were grazing on the grass nearby,
nibbling on the acorns scattered
throughout the park. Does and
their young...and even a few antlered bucks grazing just a few
yards away from us, unperturbed
by our nearness.
It brought to mind the pastoral,
heavenly scenes portrayed in
biblical paintings. Docile deer
grazing amid the glories of Heaven.
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And so it was…on my 50th birthday, I got a glimpse of Heaven, as it
were. I had stepped into a higher
realm. It was a tantalizing preview
of the things that await us on the
other side.
I went away with a new appreciation—knowing that Heaven will be
so glorious. It will be far greater
than anything we can imagine!
I’ll never forget that trek to the
High Country…the wonders of the
Mystery Tour…and the treasured
memories of my half-century
birthday.
I will never forget…Not if I live to
be 100!

Whisler’s Hunting
& Fishing Report
by Josh Whisler

Photo Submitted by Author

Fishing:
The Missouri River flow this last month has fluctuated some but has
remained low and accessible. Although some thunderstorms rolled
thought the area and dumped and inch or greater with each pass, the river
level was not affected all that much due to the dry spells in between the
storms (there wasn’t a lot of run off - the ground soaked it up). However,
the storms did stir up the water. The saying goes “River on the rise-the
fish are biting”. That holds true most of the time, but I also think the
clarity of the water has a lot to do with it too. When the water is murky
that means run off is coming into the river, which means that the creeks
and stream running into the river have flushed bait into the river with the
runoff water. The river fish instinctively know this and go into a feeding
frenzy when runoff enters the river. So with the murky water the fish have
been biting and with the lower levels this year, the water is warming up
faster too. What’s that mean? Flathead Time! The early fish are usually
the Channels and the Blue Cats. As the water warms up, the Flatheads
become more active. This week the water temperature reached 78 degrees. Daytime fishing is pretty good but the fish will soon move to night
feeding. They will stay in the cool holes and come out at night to feed.
What are they biting on you ask? Chubs mostly along with cut bates and
the old reliable - night crawlers. Missouri River Rules still apply, “Big
Bait - Big Fish”. You really need to get some bait and go out and give it a
try right now. And don’t forget the Deet. With the higher temps come the
bugs. The fishing in area lakes and ponds has also been good, with the
Bass, Crappie, and Bluegill all hitting right now. Most any power baits
have been proven to be successful, along with minnows and night crawlers. It’s time to get out and fish if you want some good action and fair
sized fish to take home to eat.

Hunting:
Here we go again - time to plan your deer hunting season. The seasons are
set and it’s time to get your permit NOW!
Application Period: May 21-June 1:(Residents and Nonresidents may
apply for one permit in any draw unit.
July 9- Close of Season - Residents, nonresidents and eligible landowners may purchase remaining permits.
Note 1 - Our Area of the state is (Blue Southeast) is a buy unit - just buy a
permit - no permit draw required.
Note 2 - Earn-a-buck has been removed from all deer hunting units.
DEER Seasons
Archery Sept. 15 - Dec. 31(Mule Deer Conservation Area Sept. 15 Dec 31(November Firearm Nov. 10 - 18(Nonresident Statewide Buck
Nov. 10 - 18(Resident Restricted Statewide Buck Nov. 10 18(Muzzleloader Dec. 1 - 31(Season Choice and River Antlerless Sept.
15 - Jan. 18, 2013(Youth and Landowner Sept. 15 - Jan. 18, 2013(Statewide Whitetail Buck Sept. 15 - Dec. 31(DeSoto Muzzleloader Oct. 20 21, Dec. 8 - 9
Face it. It’s time to get out there and get to fish’n. And don’t forget to start
your deer camp plans by contacting Nebraska Game and Parks Website.
And give it a try. I assure you that you can find something local that will
provide some fun this Summer. Remember, I’m not an expert but I have
my share of luck. I wonder if the experts are having any luck today? So
until next time, “Happy Hunting & Fishing.”

FARMERS BANK OF COOK
Growing in Southeast Nebraska
This month’s fishing picture was a
Large Mouth Bass landed by Anna
Meints while her sister Ava and
Grand Mother Jackie Whisler assist.
The fish was caught and released.
Nice Fish Anna!!

Main Office
Cook, NE 68329
864-4191
Bank of Peru
Peru, NE 68421
Citizens State Bank
Virginia, NE 68458
State bank of Liberty
Liberty, NE 68381
Wymore State Bank
Wymore, NE 68466

Tecumseh Branch
Tecumseh, NE 68450
Louisville Branch
Louisville, NE 68037
Syracuse Branch
Syracuse, NE 68446
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Poetry and

Photography

by Carol Carpenter

Grab the Wind
Cotton sheets snap
fountain grass bristles
mist drifts softly down
cloud feathers swirl
across the sky
only for a moment
to grab the wind.

Marigolds
In the big clay flowerpot
outside Decker’s grocery store,
I dead head marigolds
yellow, red and orange.
Pinch the withered blossoms,
fledgling seeds, between
my thumb and index finger,
and hold the taste of summer
in the palm
of my hand.

14

Raspberry picking
Dressed in jeans
long sleeved shirts
thick insect repellent
between batches of briar
nettles and poison ivy
we picked a gallon
and a half of black raspberries
over at the farm
caressed by cool breezes
and comforting shade.
Fingers purple and bloodied
devouring warm berries
atop cold vanilla ice cream
raspberries stirred with sugar
under a copious coverlet of
cobbler and crispy crumbs
imperial jewels of jam
and sequestered gems
stashed for winter and
the sweet taste of summer
on the tip of my tongue.

July 2012

Your Country Neighbor

Red-winged Blackbird Babies in Nest

BULLDOG
REALTY
and property management
AUBURNBULLDOGREALTY.com
922 Central Ave.

Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Lydia Moyer, Broker....402-274-5460

PRICE REDUCED

NEW LISTING

ACREAGE

NEW LISTING

719 5th Corso, Nebraska City

202 Oregon Street, Peru

64196 724 Road

1223 20th Street

2+ bedrooms, 1 bath, approx. 4.25
acres. 2-car & 1-car garages. $122,000
NEW LISTING

4+ bedroom, 2 bath, main floor
laundry.
$65,900
NEW LISTING IN PERU

2 bedrooms, 1 bath, main floor
laundry.
$31,000
MOTIVATED SELLER

3 bedrooms, 1 1/2 bath, partially
finished basement.
$75,000
AFFORDABLE LIVING

1303 Central Ave.

1317 Central Avenue

2002 & 2006 J Street

814 6th Street, Peru

4 bedroom, 2 bath, fenced yard.
All appliances stay.
$92,500

3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, main floor
laundry.
$47,500

Zoned Commercial, 200x140 lot with
highway access.
$48,000

5 bedroms, 2 + bath, 1-car garage.
$29,700

Dick Stich - Associate Broker • Joy Robinson - Associate Broker
Ron Kostcka - Sales Agent

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants
2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Try the Farmer Omlet for
Breakfast or the
Jack Daniels Philly for Lunch
Get your Finger Sandwiches, Salad,
Hot Wings, and more for your
Parties; call for details!
Reunions • Birthdays • Anniversaries
402-274-2446
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1223 J Street

Auburn
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Red-winged Blackbird

Carefree Living!
Low Income
One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View
No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing
• Appliances Furnished
• Utilities Paid
• Building Security • Laundry Facility
• Assigned Parking • Activity Room & Library

Valley View Apartments

Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

(402) 274-4525

(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

Valentino's of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410

Janie’s Confections
LUNCHES • ESPRESSO DRINKS
Coffee • Sandwiches • Desserts
Cookies • Truffels
Open M-F 6:00 a.m.to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
618 Central Ave.
Nebraska City
(402) 873-7537
Find Janie’s Confections on Facebook

Last Stop for Cold Drinks and Ice
Going to Indian Cave State Park

(402) 873-5522
$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
Good Through August 30, 2012

Stop in and have your fill of

The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert
Ice, Groceries, Lunch and
Your Favorite COLD Beverages.
NEMAHA’S ONLY STOP

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon

On Highway 67 in Nemaha, Nebraska.
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