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COVER PHOTOS
I couldn’t help noticing this Summertime sunset from Highway
136 on my way to Brownville one late afternoon in July.
The fireworks photo was taken at the end of
Brownville’s July 4th festivities.
I like to photograph wildlife and other scenes in nature. See pages
6, 7, and 9 for more of my photos, (Carol’s are on 10 and 11.)
Please support the advertisers who support Your Country Neighbor. And enjoy the articles; just note that your favorite writer
might be taking a break this month.
Have a great August!
Stephen

Voices

From the Valleys of the Nemaha
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The Good ol’ Days

Cody’s

Stephen Hassler

After college, in my first office job in the big city, the small talk my coworkers and I would exchange were topics of where we were born, where
we went to school, and where we were ‘brought up’, among other things. I
was then, and am now, proud of my rural upbringing on a farm. So at times
I would relate the often difficult chores of feeding pigs, chickens, cows,
calves, in cold Winters and in hot Summers.
I remember trying to chop through the Winter’s ice in the cows’ watertank (we didn’t have heated tanks), and trying to re-light the small kerosene lamps beneath the pigs’ drinking trough. It was difficult striking a
match while wearing two pairs of gloves (I wore my father’s clothes over
my own), and one time I noticed that I had allowed my glove to catch on
fire.
It seemed as if every morning in January and February was 20 degrees
below zero. But that was in northeast Nebraska, not the temperate southeastern part of the state where I live now. Back then my world was without
running water or telephone, and with a one-room schoolhouse half a mile
from home with outhouses and an outdoor well for pumping water, plus
occasional water in the basement from the overflow of the nearby ‘crick’.
My dad and I moved irrigation pipe from one row of corn to over 18 or
more rows to a dry row for several additional hours of watering. We didn’t
have the large, mechanically-propelled, metal monsters seen in fields these
days. Late in the season when the corn was tall, even taller than my junior
high height, I had to push and balance the 20 foot aluminum, 4 inch pipe
(with my finger-tips), over the corn tassels and ‘catch’ it in the next row.
And the corn leaves almost cut my arms, leaving scratch marks when I
didn’t wear a long-sleeved shirt. Of course, the hotter it was, the more we
had to irrigate, moving the pipe early in the morning and again late in the
afternoon so that the water could run all day and all night.
But I enjoyed relating stories that sounded unbelievable; if the chickens
didn’t get enough calcium supplements (powdered oyster shells), we would
occasionally find an egg without a shell, enclosed only by a delicate membrane. No one would believe there could be eggs without shells.
My favorite story was how you could hear the corn grow. No one believed that either. I wonder how many farm kids experience that today?
Sometimes when a field close to the house was in corn, on a quiet night
when the wind wasn’t blowing, you could hear the ‘click’, ‘click’ of the
corn stalks pushing upward, growing. The sound was like chewing on a
stalk of celery. Maybe that story would be easier to believe if one knew
that a corn plant can grow several inches in a day, and standing within a
few hundred feet of thousands of plants, the multiple growth spurts sound
like the wind bending the stalks... when there is no wind!
Real life experiences are often unbelieveable. YouTube is full of them.
(YouTube even has a video describing corn growing!) Someone ought to
upload an audio. Anyway, there are many stories remembered of my growing up on a farm. And some of them would be hard for me to believe as
well, if I hadn’t lived them myself.

Pharmacy
2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Protection Against

Sunburn, Mosquitos, Bug Bites & Stings
is within your reach at

Cody’s USave Pharmacy.

Keep the Fun in Summertime
with USave over-the-counter
products; Sunscreen, Aloe, Bug
Repellant, and Poison Ivy Relief
are on the shelves at

Cody’s USave Pharmacy.
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-1:00
www.Stores.Healthmart/CodysUsavePharmacy.com

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

DUTCH PANTRY

‘Great Savings When You Buy In Bulk’

• Deli • Gathering Room
• Hand-dipped Ice Cream
• Donuts on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sat.
• Homemade Baked Goods
• Special Orders Accepted

Farmer’s Market Saturdays
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Ed & Judy Jones, Owners • 402-274-1102 • 2402 J St., Auburn, Nebraska

Sitting Pretty Book Store
Every Home Needs Books
And A Painted Chair!
• Garden Art by Jan
• Jewelry
• Repurposed Books & More
On Main Street in Brownville, Nebraska
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402-274-3104
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It’s Back to School!

Brownville Lyceum Cafe
Open for Lunch Daily
11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Open for Supper

Fridays & Saturdays
5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
Join Us for the Best Prime Rib
in the Four State Area!
(Closed Mondays)

So Drive Safely!

A Message from all of us at
STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
In Auburn, Nebraska

Enjoy Home Cooking and Delicious Desserts while visiting
The Historic Village of Brownville.
Anita Robertson, Owner/Manager
402-825-4321

228 Main Street

Brownville, Nebraska

Like Us on facebook.com/BrownvilleLyceumCafe

All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614
2000 N Street
Auburn, Nebraska

August Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed & Thu 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Fri & Sat 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

WEBSITE DESIGN
marciegrendesign.com

Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

• Promote your business with a new
website.

“WRC Friday Nights”

• Value Priced for Churches, Non Profits, City Schools & County Sites.

2015 Summer Music Series This Month

• Get your website started with my
Personal Coaching.
• Display your art or product in a Slide
Show on the internet.
• Custom Graphics, Banners, Logos.
• Personalized Service

Email: marciegren@icloud.com
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Friday, August 7th, Stephen Monroe (Blues, Rock)
Friday, August 14th, Tim Javorski (Blues, Pop)
Friday, August 21st, Hayseed Cowboys (Country, Classic Rock)
Friday, August 28th, John Walker (Country Blues)

Performances 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. with $5.00 Cover Charge

• Easy Payment Plans Available.
402-274-3289

Whiskey Run Creek Winery

After supper at the Brownville
Lyceum, enjoy a bottle of wine and an
evening of entertainment at the Winery.

402-825-4601
www.whiskeyruncreek.com

Your Country Neighbor

702 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

DEAD HEAT
Deep in the well of summer
a breeze is only a memory,
and the limp, humid heat beats
down from a skillet hot sky. Sweat
flows over skin in tickles of rivers,
and breathing is like drowning.
The dark of night brings no relief,
with the menacing hum of skeeters
singing blood prayers to the moon.
Corn stalks unfurl at a furious pace,
as their busy leaves whisper. A faint
hope sizzles on the horizon, as flashes
light up the inside of a thunderhead,
and thunder rolls in mighty concussions
of crashes. Like a midnight train, the
storm passes, dropping brief torrents
of rain blown sideways with gusts
of cool air. But when the sun comes
back in the morning, it is with a vicious
fury of renewed oppression. The new
moisture boils up, and we are trapped
under the lid of a furiously boiling pot.

KOOLER
In the distant past of some people,
summer was a time to be outside,
to play in the dirt with miniature
cars and trucks, to ride bikes to
our friends’ houses, to haul all of
our treasures to the covered porch,
or into the vast open space of the
back yard. Tents made from sheets
and blankets that hung from clotheslines
were our own special places, and we
filled them with the cherished dolls
and stuffed animals that were living
creatures to our untamed hearts.
We had crayons and coloring books
and blank paper to make the world
the way we wanted it to be, without
edges or limits. Time was an abstract
concept that had no restraints on our
imaginations. We became the stars
we saw on television and in the movies,
writing our own scripts and acting out plots.
But we always knew that Mom wasn’t far
away, and that she would save us from
thirst and hunger with homemade cookies
served with outrageous colors of a packaged
drink. The pitcher would sweat, as ice cubes
floated in the sugary substance that seemed
to have flavors that adults couldn’t taste.
Life was KOOL, and shorter than we knew.

Poetry by Devon Adams
LINE OF LIFE

FLUTTERS
At the edge of your eye
is a nervous waver that
steals your attention in a
silent signal. It is a soft
reminder that all wild things
exist on their own terms,
independent of opinions or
judgements. They have a
place to be and a purpose
for being. Beauty isn’t required,
but often it is there, bringing
colors and shapes that
enhance our lives, if only
we will notice. Butterflies
know this just by being alive.

We all are part of
a line that stretches
far behind us and
into the future.
It is unbreakable
and no one is ever
lost. We are links
made from each
other, and though
death comes, we
reassemble in cells
that come after us.
And so it is that we
continue to be alive.

WREN TRIBE

PORK CHOPS AND POEMS
Shopping for groceries and ideas,
placing items in the cart, check out
and carry out, then home again
in time to watch the evening deer
and the bedtime wrens. Sleeping
on the pillows and the thoughts,
waiting for the sun, doing chores
and listening to so many different
songs that fly from tree to tree.
Getting hungry for the food and
the words, and frying chops as
key strokes sizzle. Then eating
the pork on the plate and reading
the rhymes on the paper, feeling
full and satisfied.

They found the brush pile that
evening, after tree trimmings
were discarded. At dawn, it
was undergoing inspection.
By noon, the pair had sat on
every stick and branch, turning
their inquisitive glances in all
directions, memorizing angles
of approach, landing and ascent,
evaluating depth of cover and
quality of camouflage, reporting
to each other on this and that,
until they decided to build a nest
there, in that random detritus near
a house, where humans would
have the privilege to share their
existence.

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS
Done from your photographs.
Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421
OR
buckskinz@windstream.net

8x10 (mat size) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00
Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site: BuckSkinz.com
August, 2015
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STUTHEIT IMPLEMENT COMPANY

Large Enough To Accomodate You, Small Enough To Appreciate You
(S) ’01 JD 4300 Cut, 420 Loader, 72 Mid Mower .........................$12,500
(A) ’92 JD 724 Field Finisher, 30 ft. 4 bar harrow ........................$17,000
(S) ’11 JD HX10, Rotary Cutter, 3 pt. 540 PTO .............................$5,200
(S) JD 8 ft 3 pt blade ..............................................................................$800
(S) ’08 REM 2700, Grain vac, clean up nozzle, small 1000 pto ..$10,300
(A) ’05 JD L118, 299 hrs, 42” deck, bagger .....................................$1,200
(A) ’11 JD 333D skid steer, 440hrs, tracks, 84” bucket…............$55,000
(S) ’13 Cub Cadet Tank lz54, 426hrs, 54” deck ………….............$5,900
(S) ’14 Snapper RER11.528, 3hrs, 28”deck, 11.5HP…………..……$990
(S) ’12 JD 2720, CUT, 343hrs, 62” mower deck, MFWD, HST...$17,200
(A) ’83 JD 4650, 6500hrs, 2WD, Pwr shift, 3 SCV’s ....................$34,500

(S) ’08 JD HX15, Rotary Cutter, 1000 PTO, 8 wheels ..................$11,500
(S) ’03 JD HX20, Rotary Cutter, 1000 PTO, 8 wheels ..................$15,000
(S) ’14 JD 5115M, 3 function,16F/16R PR, 3 SCV, 154 hrs .........$62,000
(S) ’14 JD HPX, 7 hrs, bench seat, nets ............................................$9,600
(S) ’15 Schaben 60 gal utility sprayer, 10 ft booms ...........................$720
(S) ’14 JD 6125R 37 Hrs, AutoQuad+Eco, Prem Cab, Loader ready pkg
w/ 3 Function Joystick.......................................................................$95,400
(S) ’04 Vermeer 605M Round Baler.................................................$18,000
(S) ’06 Bobcat SB200 66” Snowblower hyd chte .............................$2,900
(S) Bobcat 84” Hyd Front Angle Blade ............................................$2,000
(S) ’13 JD Z925M Zero Turn 60” Deck 40 Hrs.....................$9,970

(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75 (S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241

John Deere - Honda - Toro Mowers in Inventory
www.stutheitimpl.com

Carefree Living!
Low Income
One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View
No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing
• Utilities Paid
• Appliances Furnished
• Building Security • Laundry Facility
• Assigned Parking • Activity Room & Library

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE
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Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

(402) 274-4525
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Roadside Wild Chicory

FEATURED LISTING

PRICE REDUCED

NEW CONSTRUCTION

1011 23rd Street

$139,500

Spacious 4 bed, 2 bath home with many
amenities. Updated kitchen with dishwasher, range, microwave and garbage disposal.
Main floor laundry, updated bath, main floor
bedroom, and 3 upstairs. A bath on each floor.
Full unfinished basement with plenty of room
for workshop area or play area. Large deck
surrounding above ground pool, 2-car garage

Whether it’s buying, selling,
renting, or looking for
a place to build, let
The American Dream
Real Estate Company
be your first choice.
402-274-4410
Andrea Mellage, Sales........274-8557
Carla Mason, Broker..........274-1817

1916 6th Street
$275,000
3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, access to approx 14x19 deck, full walkout bsmt

1412 N Street
$88,400
2-bed, 1 bath, central air, laundry,
deck/patio, basement, 1-car garage

603 Kansas St., Nemaha $115,000 712 Nebraska Street
$111,000
3+bedroom, 1.5 bath, laundry, full 4-bed, 2 bath, appliances, central
unfin basement, 2-car detach garage. air, landscaping 3-car det. garage.

820 Central Avenue

814 14th Street
$114,900
4-bed, 2-bath, roof 4 yrs old, furnace
& a/c also newer, 1-car det. garage.

706 14th Street
$110,000
2-bed, 2-bath, completely updated,
finished basement, 1-car garage

Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

We’ll be seeing more of this wildflower along 136 , 75, & 67 in August.

The Milkweed blossom is
very fragrant.

The Red-Spotted Purple butterfly is not common everywhere,
but is occasionally seen sipping moisture from stony paths.
August, 2015
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

(402) 274-5512

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant
pkuse@windstream.net

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305
(402) 274-5106

Fax: (402) 274-2580

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

-For All Your Family
Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

Shop At The
Best Used

Clothing Store
Neighborhood Closet’s Location is

911 Central Ave. in Auburn
Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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For three hours now I’ve been sitting in my screened porch keeping
vigil over the wren house fifteen feet away. The wren parents have been
frenetically catching and delivering moths and other delicacies to the little
ones inside. This past week, we’ve been hearing the nestlings’ faint cheeping from deep inside the house. Today it is noticeably louder, owing to
the fact that the babies have moved to the “top bunk,” as it were, and are
perched atop the pile of nesting sticks just inside the opening.
Their tiny, pointy beaks pop out and in like the tip of a ballpoint
pen. Occasionally one will poke its entire head out of the hole and look
around with a few quick jerks before retreating inside to safety.
Meanwhile, the parents alternate between two exhausting extremes:
attempting to coax their offspring to leave the house, and furiously warning them to stay put whenever a blue jay appears.
A few days ago, I witnessed first-hand the carnivorous behavior
of a blue jay. It had nabbed a young house finch and was stabbing it with
its beak in the grass just beneath the wren house. I intervened, but it was
too late: the little finch was done for. As soon as I turned my back, the jay
returned, plucked up its prey, and flew off with it, no doubt to feed its own
young. Such is the reality of survival of the fittest. If one desires to observe
wildlife, it is best not to be overly sentimental about the fate of individual
critters.
As I write this, one adult wren is delivering a morsel to the young
while the other is chattering insistently. A cardinal joins the alarm; it has a
nest of its own nearby that I am also monitoring. The female is incubating
four eggs in a nest in the Viburnum shrub, right at my eye level. Together,
the cardinals and wrens have mounted numerous defensive maneuvers
against the blue jays. It seems the rest of the birds are content to let the
cardinals and wrens do all the work. (I guess birds and humans are alike in
that respect.)
It’s a great luxury to be able to sit here in my porch all afternoon,
hoping to witness the young wrens’ exit from their house. I paid my dues
this morning, mowing for two hours, so I feel no guilt about indulging in
a few hours of birding. As I’ve been sitting here, a young oriole has visited the plants on my patio seeking lunch, and a (luckier) little finch – still
fluffy with downy feathers – has come to bathe and drink. It’s 100 degrees
by my thermometer. I can only imagine the temperature inside the wren
house.
The heat has brought down a hush and stillness over the neighborhood, yet the wrens’ dedication to their duty has not diminished. I wonder
if they marvel at the miracle of their own existence. Most people would
pooh-pooh the very suggestion. But in their way, perhaps these tiny dynamos of the bird world have some grasp of their part in the vast scheme of
things.

Authorized Dealer

Tires
Batteries
Alignments
Oil Changes
Brake Work
Shock & Strut Installation

2314 J Street, Auburn, NE

402-274-4947

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

Swallows migrating, late July, 2015.

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment

Queen Anne’s Lace is a common wildflower in July.

Utilities Included

• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Golden Acres Apartments -- Cook, NE

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have window air units
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

This year the Red Admiral butterfly is much more common than usual.

August, 2015
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Photography &Poetry
Sue Farmer

412 South Main Street
Rock Port, Missouri 64482
660-744-2151
cell 660-744-3691

F&B Enterprises dba

Farmers Exchange

farmersXchange@yahoo.com
seb82148@yahoo.com
Antiques, Collectibles, Historic Memorabilia
www.FarmersExchangeAntiques.com

Open Sky

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Bring in this ad for a 15% Discount, Excluding Vendors
This Offer Expires August 31, 2015

Carol Carpenter’s
first chapbook,

Earth Songs

Poems and
photographs
is now available at
Amazon.com
10
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by Carol Carpenter
Open sky
I’ve visited wonderful cities
from east to west
north from Detroit and Chicago
south from New Orleans to Miami
with concrete and steel canyons
blaring horns and sirens
the never truly dark streets.
I’ve been to the mountains of the west
watched sunrises kiss snow packed glaciers
rafted on froth and frosty rivers
stared in wonder at the deep canyons
and red rock monoliths.
I’ve walked the northern pine forests
along the root beer rivers
heard the wind rustling in the treetops but
something always brings me back
here to the rolling hills of
southeast Nebraska, southwest Iowa,
northeast Kansas and
northwest Missouri.
I need to feel the freedom of the open sky
of a roostertail of dust on a gravel road
or flying down a two-lane blacktop
with fenceposts peppered with
meadowlarks and red winged blackbirds
between fields of emerald corn
tawny wheat bending in the breeze
alfalfa speckled with big round bales
dark sunflower faces dancing in the sun.
Let me smell the wild plums blooming
or feel the prairie wind against my skin;
then throw a fistful of popcorn clouds
across the bright cornflower bowl
speckle it with red tail hawks
and whirling turkey vultures
for here beneath
this wide open sky
I am once again
Home.

Hummingbird conversations
Around the feeder ruby throated
hummingbirds swoop flit hover
dance and fight and I wish
I could hear their
wingbeat conversations.
What would they tell me?
Do they discuss the weather
the local nest situation
compare the quality of spider silk
swap migration route stories
or point out their favorite flowers?
Do they have a pecking order
who goes first and why?
Maybe they talk about politics
or health insurance
immigration or crop prices
probably not though.
How would it feel to be
in the tiny jeweled body
buzzing around
unable to be still
always moving
a heart beating
six hundred times a minute.
If I could feel that I’d know
what it feels like to fly across
the Gulf of Mexico
hover swoop dive and
taste the nectar of a
hundred thousand
flowers.
Augusr, 2015
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Roadside Nature Scene, Rural Auburn

TINCHER
PRICE REDUCED!

$4995

OF
$3900

AUBURN
sales and service
$7250

!
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COMPLETE AUTO
SERVICE AND REPAIR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS
2007 Ford Focus
$7995

1997 Ford Expedition XLT

2009 Cobalt LT

$4300

$6350

Heavy & Light Engine Repair
Alignments
Exhaust Repair
Brake Work Detailing
$9875

2006 Chrysler Town & Country

2003 Dodge Stratus

2007 Cobalt LS

814 Central Ave. Auburn, Nebraska 68305
402-274-2277

2007 Chrysler Pacifica AWD 4.0L

Visit www.TincherAutoSales.com

Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Stop in and have your fill of

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
Good Through September 30, 2015

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon

August, 2015

The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert
Introducing Valentino’s

Country Style
Fried Chicken!!

Always Fresh, Never Frozen
With Sides of Corn, Biscuits,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Your Country Neighbor

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Sunday 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Wednesday 5:00 am - 2:00 pm
Thursday - Saturday 5:00 am - 8:00 pm

On Our Dinner Menu:
Prime Rib
Seafood
Soup & Salad Bar
Homemade Desserts

facebook.com/CafeMetroAuburn

402.274.1588

901 Central Ave, Auburn

