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I’ve only seen two Monarchs this year. This one along H-67 Southeast of Peru.
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‘Welcome to Medicare’ Class August 30 in Nebraska City

Guitar Poems

Mary Ann Holland

Steve Adams

Lots of people
In lots of pain
People with houses
Standing in the rain
It’s like a dream
But you’re not asleep
And you know
The mind’s the first thing to go
Standing on the corner
And what do you see
Lots of crazy people
Walking past me
They all seem ....
To have someplace to be
Lots of people
In lots of pain
People with houses
Standing in the rain

Your Relatives and Friends
might appreciate this magazine.

Just e-mail them this web address:
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Your Country Neighbor
P.O. Box 126
Peru, Nebraska 68421

countryneighbor@windstream.net

This Publication is Online at
www.yourcountryneighbor.com
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The Nebraska Senior Health Insurance Information Program [SHIIP], a division of the Nebraska Department of Insurance, is pleased to host the “Welcome
to Medicare” workshop. Medicare eligibility, enrollment, affordability and other
insurance basics will be covered.
The Welcome to Medicare workshop will be held on Thursday, August 30th
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Learning Center in Nebraska City, 819 Central Avenue.
As you or a family member approaches Medicare eligibility, the task of understanding the program can be daunting. Mary Ann Holland, SHIIP Certified
Medicare Counselor, and retired Nebraska Extension Educator will be the presenter. This event is co-sponsored by Southeast Community College and the
Nebraska Senior Health Insurance Information Program [SHIIP].
Tuition is being provided by the Nebraska SHIIP. There is no cost to attend
the workshop, however participants must register to ensure adequate handout
materials. To register, please visit the www.doi.ne.gov/shiip, or call 402-4712841 at the SHIIP office.
Nebraska Senior Health Insurance Information Program [SHIIP] offers free,
unbiased Medicare counseling and education to help seniors and people with disabilities make informed decisions about health insurance. Services are provided
statewide by 350 certified volunteers. Nebraska SHIIP is federally-funded and is
coordinated by the state Department of Insurance.

Tourists! Visitors! Welcome!

You will have a good time exploring communities in the Valleys of the Nemaha River.
Take this free publication home with you to use
as a reference for your next visit to the area.

Readers!

Returning this month are most of your
favorite Nemaha Valley columnists. This 16-page
issue can be your 2-cups-of-coffee companion.

Viewers!

In this issue you will find some of my recent photographs of wildlife and rural landscapes of Southeast Nebraska.

Shoppers!

Keep up with local businesses and news of
what’s special this month. And please thank them
for advertising in “Your Country Neighbor”.

August Writers
Devon Adams
Steve Adams
Stephen Hassler
Mary Ann Holland
Merri Johnson
Vicki O’Neal
Janet Sobczyk
Marilyn Woerth
Merlin Wright

Thank You!
Copyright 2018, by Your
Country Neighbor. All rights
are reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced in any form or by any
method without the written
permission of the publisher.
Ownership of some photos
and/or articles is retained by
the author.

Heavy Engine Repair
Transmission Repair
Alignments
Exhaust Repair
Brake Work
COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR -- ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Price Reduced!

Call Us!!

$5200

2006 Chev Colorado Z71 Crew Cab

2008 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT

2004 Ford F150

2008 Dodge Caliber R/T
$3450

2000 Jeep Cherokee Sport

2013 Chevy Equinox LT

$6875

$20,950

$6850

$16,475

$6450

2005 F250 XLT Diesel V8

2008 Pontiac G5

$10,950

$7850

2007 Honda Odyssey

$6,450

2011 Ford Edge AWD

2011 Chevy Cruze LS

$23,750

2015 Kia Sorento SX Limited

814 Central Ave. Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Call 402-274-2277

Visit www.BetterwayAutomotive.com

Wildflowers along Scenic H-67
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Where Life Is Good

Marilyn Woerth
Egads, it’s family vacation time. You may wonder why I call it a family vacation since we are empty nesters. Every so often, we take all our
immediate family members on vacation with us. This usually consists of
grandparents (us), sons, daughters-in-law, and grandsons. The logistics
for getting all three families to the same place can be daunting.
Last trip was over five years ago when we went to Florida, to Disney
World. Two families flew, and one family drove. Of course, there were
the glitches: exchanged timeshare, facility in Orlando had put in new
security gate codes, first family there did not have them, no one knew the
new numbers, and finally someone reached someone (office closed) who
gave them the correct codes. We were in Dallas airport and not much
help. But it all worked out and the rest of the vacation turned out pretty
wonderful considering different life styles, grandsons and siblings having
the usual love/can’t stand each other relationships. We all look fondly
back on that trip.
So here we are again, this time just north and west of Houston. So
far, a week before the trip, grandma (me) and grandpa made contact with
poison oak (some Boy Scout leader hubby is). No hugs for or from any
one the first few days.
Since Steve and I were already in Emporia, Kansas we left from there.
Eldest son left the day before from the Omaha area; they planned to take
two days, and the furthest son left same time we did but from Ames,
Iowa. Somehow, we all managed to get to the same place just hours from
each other. And grandpa only got lost once in Dallas because he relies
on an antiquated Garmin instead of grandma’s smart phone, which by
the way got us back on course. We have two units, us (hubby and I), and
grandsons in one unit, and the parents in another. They were thrilled and
so was grandpa.
We are on day three and as usual, a few mishaps. Yesterday, parking
lot at Houston Aquarium was full and two cars in two different parking
garages. The first one cheaper and no problem, the second one two dollars more and they closed two of the entrances before we got back. Finally, found a service worker to take son to car then he drove back to pick
us up. Daughter-in-law also split her big toe open on uneven sidewalk
getting there. So far, Houston -2, family 0.
Today, we are relaxing by the pool with youngest son’s family; oldest
son is visiting with his wife’s aunt’s family. And I’m writing my article.
Wish I could say with a tropical drink in hand but a bottle of water is
more the truth. Tomorrow is the Houston/Johnson Space Museum Center, Wednesday we go to Galveston for two days then back to the Lake
Conroe area where the condo is for one more day. And I must say, I love
every minute of it, listening to the grandson’s exchanges, sons catching
up, learning more about my daughters-in-law. Also, watching my husband loving and patiently playing with the boys. And I got to help the
youngest one keep all the bad guys from the rest of the family that were
playing a board game. I was even transported back to an alien universe.
Love that kid’s imagination, and playing along with it.
Family, one’s heart fills with pride and joy and contentment (even
though once in a while I need to tag team with grandpa for a break). And
yes, we will do it all again. Because we live in a place where life is good.
(And I don’t care how clichéd that is, it’s true.)
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The Brownville Freedom Run (5K, 10K, 1/2 Marathon),
is a great way to start a 4th of July holiday!

The Brownville Freedom Day Parade!

Caffeine Musings
Merlin Wright

MAYBERRY. That town name makes most people
think of the Andy Griffith show. One of my coffee
friends likes to hunt quail and there is a good hunting
area in Pawnee County. We don’t know if he shoots
quail or shoots at quail or just looks for quail. The
hunting area is near the ghost town of Mayberry, Nebraska. The farm where my family lived was a couple
miles northwest of Mayberry. About halfway to Mayberry was the rural one room school where I learned
to NOT call the teacher by her first name. It had been
OK to call her Lulu before September of that year.
She was our neighbor and recently out of high school.
Writing Miss Pfister 50 times on the blackboard during recess helped me remember that lesson.
Later when I attended school at Lewiston we often
heard the whistle of the small locomotive passing
near our school. That train was called the Rock Island
line and it came from Gage County, stopped in Lewiston, proceeded to Mayberry, Steinauer, Pawnee City
and Du Bois before entering Richardson County. A
1930 map available on the internet shows the whole
railroad name was Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific.
Further south in Pawnee County were the towns of
Armour, Burchard, Violet and they were served by the
Chicago Burlington & Quincy Railroad which continued to Pawnee City and then Table Rock.
In 1930 my father and his family farmed in Johnson County but Mayberry was the closest railroad
with livestock pens. My father told me that they had
no truck and would haul pigs to Mayberry in a wagon
pulled by horses. The train would have brought lumber and groceries to the town’s three stores. Mayberry
had a post office until 1934. The town also had two
grain elevators, a barber, a doctor and a livery barn.
A church was built in 1899. There was a brick factory and a depot. When I was a youngster in the late
1940s, Mayberry had no businesses remaining but the
nearby town of Lewiston still had two grocery stores,
a bank, a post office, grain elevator, lumberyard and
filling station. Now if you want to spend money in
the Mayberry area you can stay overnight in a cabin
at the Dana farm or in Lewiston you can buy lunch at
Jeannies. Lewiston still operates a K-12 school.
According to the history of Pawnee County, Mayberry was first called Gartner. In 1887 the railroad
was built through the Gartner farm and they built the
first store. A man with the last name of Mayberry got
a post office moved to town and then the town name
was changed.
Until next month, keep the coffee perking.

NEW!! Try Our
Distillery’s

Vodka mixed drinks
in the Barn
or on the Deck.

August Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed & Thu 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Fri & Sat 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sundays 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

WRC Friday Nights!

Enjoy a bottle of wine or a mixed drink with an
Evening of entertainment at the Winery.

Our 2018 Summer Music Series Continues!
All Performances 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. with $5.00 Cover Charge

August 3 --------------------- Dustin Prinz Indie Pop
August 10 --------------------------Tim Javorsky Jazz
August 17 ------------------ Chris Sayre Folk, Blues
August 24 ----------- Denise Howe Acoustic Guitar
August 31 --------------- Rich Patton Blues & More
402-825-4601
www.whiskeyruncreek.com

702 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

For some, running is a family thing. Pictures after the finish, Brownville Freedom Run.
August 2018
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Summer and I

Cody’s

Janet Sobczyk ©2018

We start at a leisurely stroll
on a warm, sun-drenched path stretching to the horizon
no hurry, no worries
with plenty of plans and high hopes.
Our pace quickens as we near July 4th
excitement builds, fireworks flash
we dash to a hilltop for a better view
flop down on the grass
gazing slack-jawed at the sky
tonight is perfect for sleeping under the stars.
The next morning the hilltop has become a waterslide
no going back, gravity has a firm hold
it pulls us, splashing and flailing
through curves and loops
zooming through the weeks to August
with eyes closed, drenched and screaming.

Pharmacy

Tired of Multiple Trips
for Prescriptions?
Introducing “MED SYNC”
1 Trip, 1 Day a Month, for
All Your Refills!

Cody’s USAVE Pharmacy
in Auburn
All Your Refills -- 1 Day, 1 Trip
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30, Sat 8:30 - Noon

Suddenly the ride is over.
Summer hands me a backpack
sighs, walks away
then turns to wave goodbye.

www.codysusave.com

Like Us on Facebook @codysusavepharmacy
(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394
2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305

THE CLEANERS

Professional Dry Cleaning
4 more locations to serve you!

• Nebraska City - Brown’s Shoe Fit
• Falls City - Brown’s Shoe Fit
• Seneca - Seneca Variety
• Sabetha - Main Street Auto

Pickup and delivery to these locations each Monday & Thursday.

HEARTHSIDE COUNTRY STORE

402-274-3213

809 Central Ave,

Auburn, Nebraska

2 MILES NORTH OF SABETHA, KANSAS ON HWY 75

BULK FOODS KITCHENWARE
Hours: Mon. - Sat.

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

BEVERLY GOODMAN
Manager

Auburn 1901 N Street

402.274.2444

Follow us on facebook

Humboldt 713 4th Street

402.862.2321

Your Country Neighbor

Nebraska City 620 Central Avenue

402.873.3715

2494 200th Road
Sabetha, Kansas 66534

6

August 2018

Phone & Fax: (785) 284-0303
E-mail: hearthside2494@alltel.net
www.hearthsidecountrystore.com

Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska

Poetry

by Devon Adams

SCHOOL SHADOWS

SWEET, SWEET CORN
The sun is high
and rain has come
with high humidity
that helps the bugs
to hatch and search
for something warm
to bite. Chiggers
are lurking in the grass
and weeds, along with
giant spiders weaving
webs in rows of corn.
Butterflies hang their
beauty on the plumes
of summer wind, as
snakes slither in the
dampness of the field.
Dragonflies helicopter
through the air, flashing
bright blue paint along
their fuselage. There
is heaven on a cob, out
among the critters and
the crawlers, but you
have to go in there to
pick the ears. The lush
green leaves are slightly
scratchy on your sweaty
skin, as mud grabs your
shoes and sucks them
off your feet. But after
all of that, you’ll have
the tender corn to eat,
as butter mixed with
salt slathers down your
chin and your fingers
burn from holding just
boiled ears. You devour
rows of kernels popping
loose between your
teeth, like a machine
stripping bark from trees.
Such things are summer
dreams come true.

In the long cool shadows
of the August evening are
echoes of the days to come
when shorts and tans and
mornings sleeping late will
be only memories to haunt
the students studying for
tests in classes that fill up
their autumn months. Real
life lessons come from
knowing how fast time slips
into yesterday, no matter
how much fun was had or
the amount of reluctance
to move ahead. The key
that opens joy for anyone
is to realize that all we
really have is now, and to
savor it for all it’s worth.
KIDS AT THE POOL
The whole family
descends on the
pool and the
youngsters line
up around the
edge. Mom or
Pop hops in the
wading end and
tells the kids to
follow. They splash
all at once, and
water sprays away
until each body is
drenched, their soft
young feathers
sticking into spikes.
Birds like water games
that keep them cool,
and one lesson is all
they need to seek
and find bird baths
in every neighborhood.

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS
Done from your
photographs.
Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421
OR
buckskinz@windstream.net
8x10 (mat size) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00
Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site: BuckSkinz.com

RIVER OF TEARS

OLD PUPPIES
Not so long ago
he was a baby
cuddling in your
arms, sleeping in
his bed, chewing
on your shoes.
Then, in a flash,
he learned to walk
beside you like a
gentleman, except
when a squirrel
caught his bright
eye and he lost
his cool. Years
passed, but when
you looked into his
eyes, he was still
the puppy you
remembered.
Until the day that
changed your life,
when he had to go
where you can’t
follow. He’s still
wrapped around
your heart, loving
you forever.

August 2018

TOMATOES
My dad loved
to eat tomatoes
in the garden,
with a shaker
of salt in one
hand, tomato
in the other,
juice running
down his arm
as he bit into
the ripe red
skin, sunshine
warm and full
of scent. Is
there a better
way to celebrate
the steamy hot
days of summer?

Your Country Neighbor

On some days
the tears will come
and they won’t
stop. Your mind
is locked in grief
or fear or rage.
It’s like standing
on the bank of a
wild river, when
you can see the
other side, but
can’t get there.
Panic won’t help,
but it grips your
heart. But time
will move on,
and you will
choose this path
or that one, and
the river will be
in the distance
of your memory.
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STUTHEIT IMPLEMENT COMPANY

(S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241
(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941

See more new and used equipment at www.stutheitimpl.com

John Deere,

(S) ’11 JD 1435 II, 655 hrs, 60” deck, suspension seat, sharp..........................$8,500
(S) ’09 JD Z820A, 1914 hrs, 60” deck, 25 HP...................................................$2,900
(S) ’15 JD Z960R, 192 hrs, 72” deck, 31HP kawaski…….................................$9,850
(S) ’02 JD GX345, 844 hrs, 54” deck, power lift……....................................….$1,980
(A) ’15 JD D140, 500 hrs, 48” deck……………....................................................$800
(A) JD D105, 278 hrs, 42” deck, new transmission…..........................................$880
(S) ’06 Snapper LT200, 469 hrs, 44” deck……....................................................$550
(S) ’98 Sabre 1438, 38” deck, 5 speed transmission………................................$450
(S) ’09 JD 620I, 560 hrs, bucket seats, steels wheels, roof..............................$5,900
(S) ’12 Frontier WC1103, wood chipper, used once, 3” capacity……...........….$2,500
(S) ’15 JD X530, 431 hrs, pwr steering, 48” deck, pwr deck lift…......................$4900
(S) ’10 JD X360, 48” deck, 200 hrs, pwr steering & lift.......................................$3200
(S) ’07 JD X720, 436 hrs, 54” deck, 25 hp Kawasaki, no rips in seat. .............$5600
(S) ’13 JD 825i Gator, 140 hrs, camo, alloy wheels, roof, bucket seats.......$13,200
(S) ’12 JD 568 Round Baler, twine, wrap, hyd, Megawide pick up.............$26,900
Honda, and Toro Mowers in Inventory (S) ’14 JD 5115M, 3 function,16F/16R PR, 3 SCV, 154 hrs....................$62,000
Visit us in Auburn or Syracuse and check out our lineup of Deere equipment for all your harvestng requirements.

Nemaha County Corn, Lush and Green.
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Large Enough To Accommodate You,
Small Enough To Appreciate You.
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Storm Coming.

New Listing!

PRICE REDUCED!
1112 N Street

$83,900

Very nicely maintained two bedroom, one full bath
and one 3/4 bath. Laundry room is on main floor,
there is a terrific office or mud room area. Attached garage. Newer flooring throughout. Currently being sold as a furnished property including all appliances (this is negotiable). Bring your
clothes and move in! Very spacious back yard
area with concrete patio space and garden shed!

PRICE REDUCED!

JUST LISTED IN TECUMSEH
1520 22nd Street

$99,900

Nice 2+ bed, 1 3/4 bath, electric home near
Calvert Elem., basement., heated garage.

1069 Clay Street
$41,500
2 bed, 1 bath bungalow, beautiful
floors, basement, 1-car attch garage

4 bed, 2 bath, split entry. Large family
room, new furnace & a/c in 2006, 2 lots.

NEW LISTING in HUMBOLDT

NEW LISTING in NEMAHA

1907 26th Street

$125,000

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let

The American Dream
Real Estate Company
be your first choice.
402-274-4410

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557
Carla Mason, Broker .......274-1817

$38,500
$40,000 315 3rd Street
1217 16th Street
$59,900 990 Nemaha Street
2-bed, 1 1/2 bath, spacious Liv- 3 bed, 1 bath, newer fur- 2 bed, 1.5 bath, 2-car garage
ing & Dining rooms.Fenced yard. nace, 2-car heatd garage. in basement, 1-car detatched.

820 Central Avenue

Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Carefree Living!
Low Income
One Bedroom Apartment
Beautiful View
No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing
• Utilities Paid
• Appliances Furnished
• Building Security • Laundry Facility
• Assigned Parking • Activity Room & Library

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

(402) 274-4525

Wildflowers along Scenic H-67
August 2018
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

(402) 274-5512

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant
pkuse@windstream.net

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

Grandparenting has certainly changed since I was a child, at least in my family. I never
knew my maternal grandfather (he died in 1931); my maternal grandmother lived over
an hour away, and had over 40 grandchildren, so a close relationship with her was
never really in the cards.
My paternal grandparents, on the other hand, lived much closer and my sisters and
I recall the overnight stays at their farm when we were in grade school. I remember
gathering eggs and sitting in the cherry tree; coveting the Barbie dolls my grandmother collected, but were kept off-limits to me; my grandfather’s habit of eating a bowl of
cornflakes for dessert every day; and, perhaps especially, the fear of sleeping in a room
alone at what seemed like a very long distance from my grandparents’ bedroom.
What I don’t recall is my grandparents ever playing with me, or even reading me a
storybook.
My own relationship with my grandchildren couldn’t be more different. When they
come to visit, Hubby and I split up at bedtime. My ten-year-old granddaughter sleeps
with me, and five-year-old grandson bunks with Papa. And there are ALWAYS bedtime stories. Kids love to be read to…..and, of course, “one more story, please” is the
best lights-out stalling technique ever devised.

Fax: (402) 274-2580

But our interactions go way beyond reading stories. Playtime is one big story-line, and
I’m right in the thick of the plot every time. Whether it’s “house” or “restaurant” or
“farm” or “beauty shop” or “school,” I’m usually the lead character.

THE HAIR COTTAGE

Of course, those imaginative games eventually will give way to other things. Partly
because the grandchildren will outgrow them, but also because – believe it or not – I’m
actually getting older, too!!

(402) 274-5106

Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

-For All Your Family
Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

On the grandkids’ most recent visit to us, Hubby and I took them to see “A Year with
Frog and Toad” at the Brownville Village Theatre. If you haven’t seen it, you still have
time. I highly recommend it, whether you have grandchildren to enjoy it with or not.
We also went to the county fair. The last time we took them to the fair, our grandson
was too young to go on any but the tamest of rides. This time, he could go with his sister on several wilder rides, and he was eager to go on the Whirlwind with her for their
final ride. Alas, he was one inch shy of the height requirement. Guess who had to step
up and go on the ride with his sister. Not Hubby. Yours truly stepped into the gap.
Last year, I gamely rode a roller coaster with the whole family at Dolly World in
Tennessee. But this small-town carnival ride was way scarier. If you aren’t familiar
with it, just think of it as a tilted Ferris wheel, but with only two people in a single
seat. There’s only the gate and centrifugal force to hold you in: no cage, no seatbelt.
It wasn’t terribly frightening to start with, but when the ride operator sped it up (quite
unnecessarily, I would add) it became downright terrifying. The clanking, the groaning, the jerking, the sudden drop as we rounded and descended the peak of the ride’s
trajectory on each revolution…..
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My only thoughts were that I hoped it would end before it flew apart, and that I
was grateful that my grandson had been too short to go on it. I was aware that I was
screaming over and over, “I really don’t like this ride, I really don’t like this ride, I really don’t like this ride!!” Meanwhile, my granddaughter was loving it.
Continued on the next page. >>>>>>>>>>>

It’s Back To School!

<<<<<<<<<<<< Continued from the previos page.
When it mercifully ended, I told Hubby that it had lasted about five minutes too
long for me. He informed me that it was only five minutes long. “Well,” I said, “it
felt a lot longer!” He told me that our grandson had noted that, “Grandma doesn’t
look too good” each time we sped past them. Very observant of him.
I am confident that I have taken my last carnival ride with my grandchildren. And
I’m not sure I have the nerve to watch them go on any more carnival rides.

So Drive Safely!
A message from all of us at

STRIGGOW’S
SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614
2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment

Utilities Included

• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

I hope they will continue to ask for bedtime stories for a long time. I know I can
manage that!

Weekends in a Small Town
Stephen Hassler

First (full) Weekend in July
Easy-going Saturday; nothing pressing except to mow the grass. Nice day weatherwise; not a hot day, just a little on the warm side with a nice breeze to keep things
pleasant. Sunday; My first jog since the Freedom 5K in Brownville on the 4th.
Easing back into a regular routine, hoping to have a better run time in Omaha later
this month. Good to notice more runners and walkers around Peru. (Catch the
‘bug’ by checking out RunnersWorld.com.) The little Wren is more evident these
mornings as he sings for his breakfast among the lower branches along the tree
line in my yard, and the Cardinal is especially cheery. I suspect he is benefiting
from the “empty nest” syndrome. I’ve noticed a Phoebe in the evening. It launches
from a branch to snatch a mosquito, gnat, or other insect it spots with its sharp
eyes, makes an Olympic-like turn-around in the air and returns to its perch for the
next opportunity. The young squirrels are not babies anymore, but still playing by
chasing each other from tree to tree. And they drop walnut shells that fall noisily on my roof. I’m hearing the Cicada chorus for the first time this Summer; not
many, just a few so far.
Second Weekend
The Nemaha County Fair parade was postponed until Saturday due to rain, making Saturday a good day for Auburn. School bands from Auburn High and Middle
schools participated as well as Johnson High. A friend received ribbons for her
quilts and another friend for her calves. Sunday was very pleasant weather-wise
(at least in the shade), with a cool morning and the day’s high temperature below
90. The morning would have been excellent for jogging, but this was a rest day.
My bird feeder has been emptying every two or three days. It seems heat as well as
cold creates appetites in these flying creatures; energy needs, I suppose.
Third Weekend
Well, this weekend was mostly in a ‘large’ town where I went to visit my sister and
run (jog), a 5K for charity. Over 700 participants! Largest crowd I’ve run with so
far. Saturday afternoon; I registered for the run, and later that evening I went out
to dinner with my sister and our cousin. Conversation was good, but I still prefer
my own cooking. Sunday morning was perfect for running, walking, and almost
anything else. A new PR (personal record), made my day better by extending my
“runner’s high” all day long. Sunday evening; back home in Peru.
Fourth Weekend
Publish.
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And the Whole World is Watching
As a country gal, I really don’t like technology and electronic gadgets. Nowadays, surveillance cameras record our every move. No
matter where we are in public, we’re on camera somewhere!
Dreadful stuff. Technology! Can’t live with it—but can’t live
without it.
At times, I even hate my laptop, especially when it goes on the
blink. Right now, I’m typing madly, not knowing when my laptop
will shut down without a moment’s notice. It does that sometimes
for no apparent reason.
Laptops are bad news, folks, but cellphones can be even worse!
They get you into serious trouble.
Have you ever been accidentally “pocket-dialed” by someone’s
cellphone and you heard the sordid details of their miserable life,
unbeknownst to them? People screaming in the background. Fussing and squabbling...
Well—something even worse than that happened to me recently!
I was minding my own business, carrying my cellphone as usual
while going through life in my mish-mashy way. I didn’t know
that I’d accidentally clicked on the “Live” camera which was connected to my Facebook page.
I carried my cellphone all around the house—while my little celly
recorded every word and aired it to the world at large. The “Live”
recording went on and on for almost a half hour.
Now, that might not be a big deal to those who only have a few
friends on Facebook. But when you have 3200 friends, and about
500 followers—plus 12,000 post-reviews on 3 separate Facebook
pages....
It can be rather humiliating, folks—let me tell you!
I panicked when I realized what I’d done. I tried to delete the
“Live” video immediately, but Facebook refused to cooperate. I
couldn’t believe it.
What had I been doing for the last half hour while being videoed?
Did I carry my cellphone into the bathroom with me? No. I don’t
think so. But what had I been doing and saying? Something really
dumb, I’m sure!
12
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Yes. Matter of fact, I remember now. I’d been grumbling about
something. And the whole world had heard me.
It was horrendous. This had to be the worst public humiliation I’d
ever endured. I had to obliterate that video!
Eventually, I managed to get Facebook to cooperate and I deleted
the video as quickly as possible. But then I wished I hadn’t. I
wished I’d reviewed the thing first to see what others had been
viewing. Surely, the whole world was laughing at me.
It was surreal. I wondered if this had ever happened to anyone else
before on Facebook.
I Googled the subject and was comforted to know that many people
have done the same thing. I even found a news story about a man
who inadvertently filmed his own murder “Live” on Facebook.
“Live” Murder on Facebook? That was definitely worse than anything I’d been through, today! I didn’t feel quite so badly, now. I
might be humiliated, but at least I hadn’t been murdered on camera
while everyone watched.
That poor man! Millions had seen his death—watching his demise
over and over and over. Just horrible! Imagine how his family felt!
Oh, the folly of electronics and modern “conveniences!”
Ah well. I’m mollified to know that I’m still alive, unlike that murdered man. Still alive to continue making dumb mistakes in public,
as is my custom....
Life can be so unfair....Especially when you have a penchant of telling the whole world of your dumbest mistakes, like I do!
Folks—it’s bad enough to make humiliating mistakes...but then to
tell the whole world about it! It’s worse than ridiculous! What’s
wrong with me?
Speaking of ‘ridiculous’...That reminds me of a really stupid mistake the other day. I was——
Well, never mind. I’m going to keep THAT one to myself!
Folks...Can you do me a really big favor? Just forget everything
I’ve told you, today!
I’ll be much obliged.

High School Football Camp at PSC July 2018
Bobcat Football
Hosts 8-Man and 11-Man Team Camps

The Peru State Bobcat football coaching staff recently hosted an 8-Man and
11-Man football team camp with 11 high school teams and their coaches
participating. The two-day camps allowed the teams to participate in a fullypadded camp with controlled contact scrimmages.
The 8-Man teams participating were Wausa, East Atchison (Mo.), Meridian,
Brownell Talbot, Nebraska City Lourdes, and Weeping Water.
The five 11-Man teams included: Lincoln Northeast, Auburn, Falls City,
Wilber-Clatonia, and Cameron, Missouri. Eleven-Man teams are pictured
on this page.
A total of 236 high school players and many of their respective coaches
participated in individual and group drills. Members of the Bobcat coaching
staff provided the instruction and facilitated the team sessions. Peru State
coaching assistant Lou Varley coordinated the camp.

Auburn

Falls City
Lincoln Northeast

Wilber-Clatonia

Cameron, Missouri

August 2018

Your Country Neighbor

13

PSC Campus in Summer 2018

Bobcat Cheerleaders in Freedom Day Parade

Freshman Orientation Day

Student Center

Old Gym, New Library
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The new Performing Arts Center is nearing completion.
See “Construction” article on the following page.

Wayne Albury named
Athletic Director

Wayne Albury has been named the new
athletic director for Peru State College. He has
previously served as interim athletic director at
Peru State since May.
Dr. Dan Hanson, president of Peru State,
writes, “Wayne brings a strong commitment to
character-driven athletics, a history of success
as a coach, effective experience in fundraising,
and a commitment to student athlete success.”
Albury adds, “I would like to thank Dr. Hanson
and the committee for giving me this great opportunity. I am very excited about working with
the administration, faculty, staff and students
here at Peru State College. I believe we have an
excellent athletic staff and I am anxious to continue building on the solid foundation of Bobcat
Athletics.”
Wayne is Peru State’s coach with the most
wins and has more than 700 career wins in baseball. He returned as head coach of the baseball
team in 2016.
￼

Wayne Albury
Previously Wayne served as head baseball
coach at Peru State from 2011 to 2015. His
other collegiate coaching experience includes
Lambuth University, University of Rio Grande
(Ohio), Union College (Kentucky), and Pikeville College (Kentucky). He also managed the
Portsmouth (Ohio) Explorers in the independent
Frontier League.
Wayne holds a bachelor’s degree in physical
education from Union College and a master’s in
health, physical education and recreation from
Morehead State University (Kentucky).
The Peru State Bobcat sports teams are part
of the National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) Division I where they compete in the Heart of America Athletic Conference. Men’s sports include baseball, basketball
and football; while women’s sports include
basketball, cheer leading, cross country, golf,
softball and volleyball.

Construction at Peru State College Slated to be finished in Fall 2018
Since 2002, the state of Nebraska, the Peru State College Foundation and friends of the College
have contributed more than $75 million to campus construction and renovation.
Major renovations over the past 15 years include every academic building, the Al Wheeler
Activity Center, the Oak Bowl, the Administration Building, two residence halls (Morgan Hall and
Delzell Hall) and the entrance to campus. Funding for major construction projects was made possible by state legislature appropriations in partnership with the other schools of the Nebraska State
College System.
Jill McCormick, director of campus services, writes, “This summer we have over 6 major construction projects in process totaling more than $7.2 million including a major safety initiative and
a major sustainability project.”
With the completion of Delzell Hall in August of 2017, the major construction project on campus continues to be the College Theatre and activity center. The project is slated to be completed in
the Fall of 2018.
As part of the Theatre project, geothermal wells have been dug for a new heating and cooling system. This geothermal project will include a second set of wells dug for the Administration
Building. When both projects are completed, 30% of the campus will have geothermal heating and
cooling.
Other on-campus projects include updates to the fire alarm systems in campus buildings, painting and cleanup across campus. The Al Wheeler Activity Center will have flooring work done and
the parking lots for Morgan Hall and the Centennial Complex will be replaced.
Structures on the softball field are being renovated including work to repair roofs, replace older
cabinets and painting. The batting cage is slated for replacement too.
The Campus of a Thousand Oaks will also see updates to its state arboretum. New labels will be
placed on campus trees and the recreation trail behind the Al Wheeler Activity Center has been
reconditioned.
Funding for smaller projects is made through appropriations from funds like those created by
LB309, carry-forward money from previous years, or planned maintenance funds.
The Campus of a Thousand Oaks is open to the public and has many points of interest including an art museum, a historic one-room schoolhouse with Peru State museum, a state arboretum
and incredible artwork and architecture. Potential students are encouraged to contact Admissions at
(402) 872-2221 for a campus tour.

Peru State named third on list of best affordable small colleges.
Provo, Utah – Best Value Schools has named Peru State College third best in the nation on a list
of “Best Affordable Small Colleges in the United States.”
BestValueSchools.org writes, “Sometimes called the “Campus of a Thousand Oaks,” Peru State
College combines the charm of a small town with award-winning programs to make it one of the
best colleges in the state.”
“But even if the countryside isn’t for you, the price of this school might be,” BestValueSchools.
org adds, “All students pay the in-state tuition rate, making it affordable for anyone. This school
also boasts a wide variety of unique degrees, including degrees in nuclear technology, wildlife
ecology, music marketing and community music and private studio.”
An introduction to the Best Affordable Small Colleges List describes its purpose, “For some
prospective college students, nothing sounds more perfect than a school where each class is an intimate setting for learning and the professors know your name. Generally at a small school, classes
have fewer than 20 students and professors are more available for personal tutoring and mentorship. It is easier to make lasting connections with both the faculty and your peers.”
“In order to help students get the education that’s right for them, we’ve compiled a list of 15
of the most affordable small schools in America. Our list includes only top four-year universities,
which excludes graduate schools, community colleges, and specialty schools. Our chosen schools
have 4,000 students or fewer in order to ensure a tight-knit community and small classes.”
Peru State College was the only college listed from Iowa, Kansas, Missouri or Nebraska.
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TRANSFER PLUS SCHOLARSHIP
◆ $500 Tuition Scholarship
◆ Available for full-time
Undergraduate students
The Transfer Plus Scholarship is
for students transferring in from
any community college with a 2.5
cumulative GPA and a minimum of
24 credit hours. Student must be
enrolled full time and scholarship is
renewable for up to 4 consecutive
semesters maintaining a 2.5
cumulative GPA.

LEARN MORE AT

PERU.EDU/TRANSFER
Nebraska’s First College • Established in 1867 • Peru, Nebraska • 1-800-742-4412
Member, Nebraska State College System
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission since 1915
Accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Stop in and have your fill of

The Grand Italian Buffet!

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon
Good Through September 30, 2018

Another Great Favorite!

Country Style

Fried Chicken!!

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522 1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE68410

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon

Always Fresh, Never Frozen
With Sides of Corn, Biscuits,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
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Pure Raw Honey
&

Bee Pollen
402-274-3725

Auburn, Nebraska
We Can Ship Any Amount

